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i UNIT GOALS

i Learners will be able to

] understand the American way of
using people’s names;
clarify the differences between
Chinese and American friendship;
find out the meanings of gestures
in different countries;
observe proper table manners and
customs in different countries;
put literal translation and free
translation strategies into practice.

Lead-in

1. What is culture? Exchange ideas with your partner and make your own definition of it.
2. Do you think it is necessary to have cultural literacy? If so, why is that?

1
.
1

3. Work in groups, make a list of five important cultural differences between China and Western
countries.

Matching

Read the words and expressions in the left-hand column as used in Readings 1 & 2, and match each
of them with an appropriate explanation in the right-hand column.

1. assistance a. at a time that is best and easiest for sb.

2. acquaintance b. expect that sb. will always be there when needed

3. put aside c. use a particular situation to do or get what one wants

4. offender d. tell sb. that he can do sth. if he wants to '

5. intimate e. tell sb. not to do sth. because it will have no effect

6. independent f. feeling or showing a lot of interest and excitement about sth. ||

7. help out g. want to know or learn more about sth.

8. adopt h. spend time with other people in a friendly way ;ﬁi

9. walk of life i. close in relationship 7
10.. obligation j. a person who does sth. wrong to make sb. else upset or hurt {ik'

6 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy




Notes

1. maiden name: the family name a woman had before marriage % F IR R
2. Catholic priest: a person trained for various religious duties in a church which claims to be the
historical descendant of the early Christian church X = Z{ 48 5
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Comprehension Questions

> Chart Completion

Complete the following information according to the text.

> Word Replacement

Replace the italicized parts in the following sentences with words or expressions from the appropriate
paragraph. Change the word form where necessary.

1. It is evident that we greet people from different fields in quite different ways. (Para. 1)
It is safe and wise not to call your boss by his first name unless you are asked to do so. (Para. 2)

2,

3. The remote mountain village still keeps the cultures and customs from ancient times. (Para. 3)
4. After heated discussion, the management has decided to include her new ideas in the plan. (Para. 3)
5.

No doubt, there are more people one knows slightly than those one can make friends with.
(Para. 4)

6. In Western countries, people usually tell strangers their first names whereas in China, people
generally give out their last names. (Para. 5)

Reading 2

8 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy




Friendship in Different Cultures

1 In writing assignments in English classes, my students frequently
raise the topic of friendship. Reading what they write, I start to
understand Chinese friendship obligations. For instance, once a student
wrote that she understood that her friend wanted to go shopping.
My student was busy and really had no time to do that, but she kept
silent, put her work aside and went shopping with her friend. This is
quite different from what American young people would say about
friendship.

2 In the United States you can certainly ask a friend to do something
with you, but you would not expect a friend to recognize and respond to your wishes without stating
them. Nor would you expect a friend to drop everything to respond to a non-urgent need such as
going shopping. In the US you feel free to ask your friend for help, but you recognize that the friend
may say no, if they give you a reason.

3 Another difference is that my Chinese students seem to expect their friendship to stay the same
over a long period of time, maybe for a lifetime. A true friendship is a relationship that endures
through changes in the lives of the friends. In the US a person is likely to change even “best friends”
several times over the years.

4  As with so many other things in the West, people prefer to be independent rather than dependent,
so they do not feel comfortable in a relationship in which one person is giving more and the other
person is dependent on what is being given. For Westerners, friendship is mostly a matter of providing ,'
emotional support and spending time together. Chinese friends give each other much more concrete
help and assistance than Western friends do. For example, Chinese friends give each other money
and might help each other out financially over a long period of time. This is rarely part of Western
friendship, because it creates dependence of one person on the other and it goes against the principle
of equality.

(337 words)

0;} Comprehension Questions

True or False Statements

Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text. Write T for true and F
for false.

( ) 1. The Chinese seem to depend less on their friends than Westerners when they are in trouble.

( ) 2. The Chinese are likely to believe that time is a measure of friendship.

() 3.1If you want to get help from your friends in America, you’d better ask them.

( ) 4. For Westerners, friendship simply means providing emotional support and being together.

( ) 5. Since America is a highly mobile country, friendship among people changes from time to time.

UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy 9




5

5 Translation

Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese into English, using the words or
expressions from the text.

. Although we are good friends, we'll (fEBEKEp LICAHME|—18) . (Para. 1)

. As a teacher, it is (KR JEFTRRIREI X ) for the student’s learning.
(Para. 1)

. It really hurt me to see my best friend (EEKNEREEER) . (Para. 4)

. The (SESEAEENER AT L) people derive from friends are of
great importance. (Para. 4)

. My friend, Jim, (5 BhF 1T 275 4 %) when 1 lost my job. (Para. 4)

Reading 3

Pre-reading Questions

1. Do you often use gestures in your daily life? If so, make a list of the three gestures you use most
frequently.

2. What do you know about the gestures used by people in foreign countries? And do you think it
worthwhile to study the meaning of gestures in other cultures?

10 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy



6 Insome parts of East'Afnca 1t is conszdered very unlucky to pomt w1th you
turn their heads and put their lips in the direction they mean. In Britain so
fmgers" for good luck but in Austria and Germany they hold their ﬁlumbs 'In Brit:
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as much as many other people,

(570‘rwords) i
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Notes

1. The Eskimos: aboriginal people who inhabit the circumpolar region, excluding Scandinavia and
most of Russia, but including the easternmost portions of Siberia Z Hr#&E A

2. Samoa: an independent nine-island country in the Pacific Ocean, Apia being its capital g%

3. Polynesia: a division of Oceania including scattered islands of the central and southern Pacific
Ocean roughly between New Zealand, Hawaii, and Easter Island & /g 75 F

Comprehension Questions

Q> Multiple Choice

Choose the best answer from the four choices given below according to the text.
1. To beckon someone in Spain, you should

A. throw your head back

B. hold your thumb up

C. wave your hand with your palm down

D. nod toward yourself

2. People in many countries find the English cold and unfriendly because they
A. often do no more than say “hello”
B. sit down to look up a person
C. only shake hands with people they meet
D. clap their hands slowly after a performance they like

UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy 11



3. Which gesture mentioned in this text is found in nearly every country bearing the same meaning?
A. Clapping hands.
B. Nodding the head.
C. Saying “hello” to friends.
D. Sending someone away.

4. According to the text, which of the following nationalities will likely cause the most
misunderstanding with their gestures?

A. The Americans.
B. The Australians.
C. The Chinese.
D. The English.

5. From this text we can infer that .
A. it is proper to do no more than say “hello” to greet an Englishman
B. it does not take gestures to tell someone about the layout of the Forbidden City in Beijing
C. itis easy to understand the gestures of other nationalities
D. something like a gesture can never cause a misunderstanding

> Matching

Match the gestures in Column A with the meaning in Column B.

12 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy



Q}* Preposition or Adverb Filling

Fill in each of the blanks in the following sentences with an appropriate preposition or adverb.
1. Some parents are not aware the danger of lead paint to their children and themselves.

I wish the people in the next room would turn their radio. It is driving me crazy.

Table manners and customs vary country to country.

P @ o

Deep in a conversation with another student, the teacher gave me a look that sent me s but 1

knew I could go back later.

The students stood up and took hold their chairs and moved them into groups.
That bicycle sticks so far into the lane that someone is sure to hit it.

Many of the professors at our universities are scholars whom everyone looks up

S B

New challenges are bound to arise the coming era of information.

Extended Activities

You are about to work on a short passage entitled “A Journey of Hand Gestures”

Step 1: Read the passage below. Work in pairs and fill in the blanks with the given words to make the
subtitles complete.

C unique  misleading confusing )

Hand gestures could be ()

This hand gesture in the US means okay; however, in Japan it means money. So let’s imagine

what Americans will encounter when they are doing business with Japanese. W hile Americans use
imply “Okay! No problem!” Japanese may misread “Oh! What they want is money.”

sign in China could mean either number two or victory, but in England, a “V” sign in this way

is a rude challenge, which has the same meaning as showing the middle finger in the US.

Hand gestures could be ()

Several hand gestures are commonly used in our daily life. It is easy to distinguish from number one
to number five, as long as we count the number of fingers correctly; it will not give you too much
trouble. However, when it comes to six, seven, eight, nine in different countries, it is like playing a
guessing game.

In China, ‘ this stands for six, but it doesn’t mean it can also work in other countries. Last
year when I was in Japan, a Japanese friend asked me “Which floor do you live on?” I showed her

UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy 13



. She was totally lost and responded, “What does that mean?” After a long explanation,
her conclusion for this gesture was “a very cool hand gesture”.

Here is another example. I have a waiter friend, who works for a Japanese restaurant. One time
a group of Japanese people entered the restaurant, so my friend asked them politely “How many

people do you have?” One guy walked toward him and showed him . My friend stared at
the hand gesture for quite a long time, but could not figure out the meaning. He later on realized

the meaning after someone explained to him, “In Japan means eight in number.”

Hand gestures could be ()

This hand gesture is commonly used in the American culture to indicate good luck. So
another way to wish someone luck is to say “I'll cross my figures for you”. For the people who are

not familiar with this hand gesture, it is probably hard to get the point of the sentence. The funny
thing is with the same hand gesture putting behind the back meaning “I am lying or I am not
telling the truth.”

Step 2: In small groups, discuss what might be written down to serve as the introductory and
concluding paragraphs of the passage.

Step 3: Present your group work to the whole class.

Reading 4
Pre-reading Questions

1. Are there any special table manners and customs in your hometown? If so, what are they?
2. What are some of the polite table manners and customs in China?
3. What do you know about some unique table manners and customs in the world?

Table Manners and Customs

1 In Great Britain today good manners at table include the following: eating
with the mouth closed; not letting any of the food fall off the plate; using
the knife only for cutting; and not trying to take food from across the table. :
In other parts of the world there are also rules for people to follow when s
they are eating, but they are not the same as those of Britain. Indeed, what
are considered good table manners in some other countries are what British
people try hardest to avoid. In Arabia, for instance, the.people at a feast take

14 UNIT 1 Cultural Literacy




