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SCIENCE AND CIVILISATION IN CHINA PROJECT

THE NEEDHAM RESEARCH INSTITUTE

East Asian History of Science Library, 8 Sylvester Road, Cambridge ¢33 gar
Telephone 0223-311545/0223-69252 Telex via 81240 CAMSPL G Fax 0223-62703%

17 June 1991

Dr Chou Han-Kuang

Institute for the Study of Ancient Books and Writings
East China Normal University

3663 North Chungshan Road

Shanghai 2062

China FRC

Dear Dr Chou Han-Kuang:

Thank you so much for sending me the details of the three
volumes envisaged on the history of scientific thought in China.
There can be no doubt that the subject is one of the most
exciting developments of our times. May I wish all possible
success to you and your colleagues in working out this
fundamental contribution to the history of thought in general
in the ancient and mediaeval world. I am very much reminded
of Severus Sebokht, the Syrian bishop who said about thefbth
century that "If those who suppose that the Greeks had reached
the limits of possible knowledge would consider that of the
Indians who used only nine symbols to convey numbers however
big, they would realise that others knew something also."™ This
is very true of the Chinese whose fundamental contributions to
the knowledge of Nature shodld never be overlooked.

Yours very sincerely,

YoupuuWeetthe
\/

Director Emeritus Joseph Needham FRS. FBA Director Professor Ho Peng-Yoke Flostl, FAHA. Monit Avad. Simea
Assaciate Director Professor Lu Gwei-Djen PhD (Canab.} Deputy Director Michael Loewe
Librarian Hilary Chung MA (Dwham) Deputy Director H.T. Huang it (¢ sond
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