A COMPANION TO
MIDDLE-SCHOOL ENGLISH

PEREERICT A A RE

N A A s AR




A COMPANION TO
MIDDLE-SCHOOL ENGLISH

PERFRXER ZIIEE

FEEF XE3H FRE
THE #HE

A AR A = w2
1985 £ 11 B



RREELANS

hPEFRXEAEAER
EXRF XN SHAT
THE W
*
Ardd = 2R .
FEBELRRITH R
db 2 B WEENRITTEnSE
*
FA 7871092 1/32 EI¥ 6.5 ¥ 133, 600
198545 11 A 1R 19874 4 A% 1 kAR
En¥ 1—21,000
$542 7012, 01009 EH0.83 T



HEO®

AEBRAMARRTFHRA N ESEEXLEURT YT
FHEERA ALRGH AR LM, RXFHEADAL HE,
H&, TeFEHE4ST, AXETHEARAEYNARRET
HEENAAXARNAY T RER, THEEEIEZY
S, FIREME-SENFXELERYNE, EXFET4
BEHALEXBTRZHAGRBNSE S, FREFXHET
B XH, BRERE, BRRKNES T X RPN, VOIS
EAZE, BRI AFPZNAENTE, AN AARFTEFX
BRENZFNHFRET — AL R BRED,

BNAMF REFEMLERAGRXTRE T A%,
HEERME, ZX20BTHAERXTHIAW T H £
W, #RZ AR GNESX AR, A REAETHRE, £
AR AT e X EA-—LEFEH, tENUATXHT
BB XENTRHEGRERES, EATAE AN EFEER
A,

AETEM FEHEXFHEMFHET . RETA, AL
—BEERENE, N FERE, IE 54 F, m Thomas
Alva Edison(F @ &) 4L E+ 5 g Edison, Thomas Al-
va, FIXE AL EURGFENE, X, THLETH
A i# (the = a) £ & B o — 4wk &, Ju the Bible(X 4£) 71
Bible,



Sk B UE AT £F, N e, r@% 333, 258
B "ﬁﬁ*ﬁ i/—ﬂ A& %ﬂ*ﬁl?ﬂﬁh)ﬁxéx ‘é‘;&f—'%&‘o
%k W *"f’d%ﬁ%‘ﬁfﬂ%ﬁ‘% Mﬁﬁcﬁﬁﬂfﬁs

h 5 4
1985 47 10 /3



CONTENTS

A Tale of Two Cities «---eeereersesvnnuneun SR R 1
AesOpP’S Fables «ieverereerniniiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienee. 3
AFrica ceecerecennces Ceteeatetatneetereretrararaettaseeteteeaaansnrentnon 5
Alaska «e.- I YTy S e Ry Sy pas g e da et 8
ATIETICA +7 9450459050800 8k 05 0m 5 st s bt s e oo b oo B b ST 5553 10
American Civil WAr «eeeesererreririiinriiriiiiiiesieesinsseeaes 13
Ampére, Andre Marie «eeeeeeeermmiermminniiiiiiiiii, 16
Anderson, Hans Christian «ceeeerersoreccnnirinniiiin. 18
Antarética .............................................................. 20
ATCLIC (OCEAN sevvrreesectcnertenctstotecsosecs tesscscsscscssssssscens 22
ATISTOL]E ceceeerrreertniitiniciiiiissiistiteiesciiiitactsesconssnscecnnes 23
Arizona and the Petrified Forest «cecerreeciercencianinenann. 25
ASIA cevcercectcttitntcttitttctiitetinitiocetttntattattstsitottnsscnesane e 27
AL1antic OCEAM srerrerrrrrareatenrtntiieistsatanseciorsassssssnsas .29
BAcon, FIANCIS +reeereersrersersresseeesesseesessesssessnanss sesasss 32
Baird, John ceececercecreiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii. GaREsTR eI 35
Baltic Sea sorsssssssssiissssssossssssnssssossosssssscnssrssosossorsneses 36
Beethoven, Ludwig van «eeeeeereeiirmmniiini.. .. 38
Bethune, NOIMAN «ecererterarnrittniiimiietiiiiiiieioniraenne. 40
BBIDIE +cevrreretetttttttiiiitiitetiittietitttiiititttictsitsesitressaninsste 42
Bronté, Charlotte «-e-eereececemttuntmituntiiiiiiiiniy A4



Cambridge «-seeeersesenees SN I o LB
CRristianity seeeecessrsseersmsineiimiiiiiniieieeeienens pap——.
ChrisStmas eeceeesseses S P P S T T P 11
Civil War in France sceeeeeeesstecsrscscsaccotastosssscccsssssnses 59
Columbus, Christopher seceeeeescesseisaiiiionancene cossessecese 54
Crimean War cese-e cesesecsenncan cesasees covsenne ceccrecsenns cecesesas56
Darwin, Charles ceeeeeseeeerencectsieniiiiiinicisieseeceiecesnan:58
Daudet, Alphonse and The Last Lesson «-eseeerecrvceccecs 61
DIEail BER esesntbrssibissssntatsssssiiansressitsiasssmneiRawasensans 63
Defoe, Daniel cececeerensecinceciiinciniietaiintaciesneiconnns coeesB4
Dickens, Charles «ceeereersececscacacnce. ceREeEvEe TSR 66
Dunkirk «eeessecceensens P PP TRTTTR PR . 1° 2
Edison, Thomas Alva «cceecescrcssnsensenntucencnnennainnecens 71
Egypt and the Pyramids «ceeeeeeceessancennes seEvER s e SRR 73
Einstein, Albert -« ssveaisUssevesvERseRR R AR e SeseneEs 75
Engels, Friedrich «seececcrcoecerncanioniacionaane. cesaee evssaeses 7T
EUTOpE «eseececrrcresacenssenaataotisantansescnne AT R 79
First Deep Space Walk seeeereeceenaccsnncnsnnuicnianissniecnen 82
Franklin, Benjamin - cecosrassesasessscacsnsatnsrsanans Revessa 83
Frisch, Karl von sceeeeseeees S TS 85
GalileQ eveveccsccrsssrcscccscsststncecssnsisncsescsississcasescessasions 87
Ganss: Karl Friedrich sesssossosssevinssvansssasssssssasvessnssnss 29
Gorky, Maxim seeeeesseesnrncsecsnanniiiecereeennnennenonaennienss. 9]
Great Depression seseesersecssunsntanninniaieninaenes cvveesesenernnes 93
Gulliver’s Travels sseeressssesscssecesecssescorsanscnsacasisasesnessQh

. 2 N



Ha.le, Nathan cecesescessreersoresssssssesessnssrsssonsossssssssnsssses 97

Haydon, Franz JoSeph «:c:-sssessessessrsscrsnnarersaaccssarnacses 99
Hitler, AdoLf «+orerererrerireriiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirecnencenne, 101
Huxiey, Thomas Henry eeeeeeersreesereueneiniiiininiiin. 103
Indian Oceail ssssssesssssssvosssmissssnsvsssisavsisevoissssnsesins 105
Jane Eiyre «orceeeeriratioriticatiitiiiieieiiiiasicisesesiorsnnnenaonns 107
Keller, Hellen «ceccesecsrctnncrcncsnccenrceascescsncsansencasoensone 109
Leaning Tower Of PiS@ seeceersssrecereacsennoccsasesneccassenes 111
Lenin ccecervessencetioctcntcencctntecntscncotntcansscnenssncssssnssanne 112
Li Dazhao eeeserees SRR ARSIV S5 6 ey e TR S E RS 0TS 115.
Liticola, ADrahasi swesosssssvseroveossramsssssmsmusissssssinies 117
Lisgt, FrRz «-ccoececercecertenrottuitiecesersasascacicnaccnssessens 126
LORAGI +everereersasasasensssassesssssssssscncassssassrasssncscnsese s 122
London Bridge B 124
LoS Angeles «--ccesersemnsiersiuiiiitnntiiiiiniiiiisiiaiien, 125
Madame Curie --eceeees T P e 127
Mark Twain -ecereeroece SRR eR RS RS SR SR SRR 129
Marx, Kagl «coceceeenceees Yesesuessensessricssetssnecsrrasnntaacninse 131
Maupassam, Guy de cecrcricetiniitteiiiittiiatiiitttisnenniiene s 134
Mothee's Day teeeereereseerieettennnnresnaeseraanrriententanaesnn s 136
M@ZAEt ecocvccrrccreccsstorersscsscsccnrsescccnssscssnssssssnsannscs s 138
Napeleon I <reeeeeee ceseensennns L S N 140
New York City ceeeees seenseseetatnttetctreettatnntettttaitieneen s 142
Nightingale, FIOTENCE «eresseserereseressireerarnrnnrnninnnnansne 146
Nobel Prizes cessecseces P P 148



INOTITIAIIS ceveesessrcsasssctcsscssasecasrssssasscanssssssnssssssrssasssns 150

O. Henry seeeererescecsiitninieniiiiiiienien TR 152
OCEANTA +-vrvececoacrtanacaniacenccconrosacrtatrasssasnrsrassrsreas e 154
Olympic GAames «reereereesersinntenttiitituiettnnnianetne.. 155
Pacific OCean «eeeerererrrmrmrerimmmmmmeiereremremsne i fmion x5 157
Robin Hood «esererrecrenanne R T—— TR — 158
Robinson Crusoe s-+ecsescecsessccanes TP PTPrrrs cesesnsasaiaas 161
Salt Lake City «-reeeeereereertencnctnnimimeniiiiieiiinnni.. 163
San Francisco Bay and Golden Gate Bridge «:-e-eceeet 165
SeINe seeeserrcenteruirniniitiitiiatiiitisstintienriioiitisettsiniienenes 167
‘Shakespeare, William seeeeeesererimmimmnnninniniin 168
Siberia cceeereccsntsiitiiiiiciiiiiiinn P P 170
Solomon, King of Israel ««ereecenernceaniniinainnins swsee o swe 17D
Suez Canal cecececcectrccaiiincintientiitiiieiniieiiiiiiiiieeininas 174
Sun Yat-8sn cececescorsnsensossosencerseoressascacaassntsnnsnnsesvens 176
Swift, Jonathan «ccoceceerecrenrotitniiiiiiiiiiin 179
Tnited NALIONS cereeererssrtanscnsstsatiarriensieserscsnsoscasses 181
Victoria, Queen of Great Britain erececerecerereriiiniae. 184
Wallace, Alfred R. «eccccerercencacns SeesER TS s T 186
‘Washington, D. C, «:e.e. cesersnsenaee secevenussrssessasenansaannne 188
‘Washington, George «-«-- sessesusasenany s snsvess ceenrennennens 191
World War I ccecccrvacens cessssserserennas teeesessancatorntttentnanns 193

WOorld War II seseccccccssesseacsssacssncssencnnsscsacenscssacasscesss]196



A Tale of Two Cities

It is the name of a novel written by Charles Dick-
ens in 1859. The two cities in the story are London
and Paris, and the time is the French Revolution.

The main character is a ycung French nobleman,
Charles Darney'. Being sympathetic to the French Rev-
olution, he does not want to be the nephew of his
aristocratic uncle any more, because he has seen how
his uncle oppresses his tenants. His sympathy with
the Revolution and hatred for the aristocracy grow
after he marries Lucie®, daughter of Dr. Manette, who
has been a political prisoner in the Bastille for 18
years. Dr. Manette was put into prison by Darney’s
uncle for trying to expose the latter’s cruelties to his
tenants.

During the revolation Darney is arrested and sen-
tenced to cdeath because he has an aristocratic uncle.
But he is saved by an Englishman called Sydaney
Carton®. who is willing to die for Darney. This is
pessiple because Carton and Darney look exactly alike.
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Sydney Carton has loved Lucie. However, he sac-
rifices himself so that Darney may enjoy happiness
with the girl whom both of them love.

Though Dickens describes the dangerous and bloody
days of the French Revolution, it is clear that
he thinks that the Revolution was necessary. This can

be seen in his descriptions of the aristocrats’ ruthless

oppression of the poor people.

Notes

1. Charles Darney ['tfa:lz 'da:ni] 28 - 3% 2,
2. Lucie ['lu:si] &4,
3. Sydney Carton ['sidni 'ka:ten] WHEJE - RR%,



Aesop’s Fables

Aesop! was a slave in ancient Greece.It was said
that he was ugly and deformed. He had a great tal-
ent for telling stories, and because of this he was not
only set free by his master but also was invited to
live in the court of Croesus?, King of Lydia®, which
was not far from Greece. Aesop knew some of the
most famous and wise men of Athens*, and enjoyed
their respect.

People like his stories because they are simple
and vivid, and also because they contain useful advice
about everyday affairs. All his stories are about ani-
mals and each contains a moral or lesson. In other
words, they are fables. In Aesop’s fables, animals
behave and talk like human beings, and they show
human weaknesses and virtues. The moral lessons are
expressed in a most forceful and impressive way.

Aesop didknot write out his fables but recited
them. They were handed down from generation to

generation — young people learnt them by listening
Ll 3 ®



to older peopie telling them. The first writien
collection of his fables was compiled in the 4th cen-
tury but was later iost. Those fables of Aesop that
we know today were written down by a monk who
lived in the 4th century. They have been translated
into almost all languages and loved by peopie of all
countries. Among the well-known fables of Aesop
are; The Fox and the Grapes, The Boy Who OCried
‘Wolf’, The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing, and The Tor-

toise and the Hare.

Notes

1. Aesop ['i:sop] B2 (6207—5602 B.C.,FMEEZF),

2. Croesus ['kri:ses] 3% H BEil (A TTATAS 42 R W H (Lydia)
E, AR, LAHIEH 560546 B.C.),

3. Lydia ['lidia] BEW OMEHEET—HREE,

4. Athens ['=finz] TE# (FHEHE).



Africa

Africa is the second largest continent. It is lar-
ger than China, Europe and the United States put
together.

The continent is joined to Asia by a narrow isth-
mus, which was cut through by the Suez Canal in
1869 to link the Mediterranean Sea! with the Red Sea?
and the Indian Ocean.

Africa is very wide in the north, but becomes
narrow in the south. Its shape is like a huée pear
upside down. It has a very smooth coastlisie, with
few bays or inlets. There are few island groups off
“its coasts. The largest island off Africa is Madagasca’,
about 297 kilometres out in the Indian Ocean.

The main mountain ranges are the Atlas moun-
tains?, in the northwest; the Ethiopian Highlands®;and
tne Drakensberg Mountains® in South Africa.

There are great rolling deserts in the north and
the south of Africa. Parts of the deserts are so dry
that there is no vegetation. The Sahara’, which covers
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most of North Africa, is the largest desert in the
world.

Central Africa is a land of rain forests. In these
forests there are so many trees,and they grow so close
together, that it is hard for people to move around
in them.

In Central Africa, or the tropical region, there
are all kinds of animals — zebras, giraffes, elephants,
rhinoceroses which live on grass and leaves of trees.
This region is also the home of meat-eaters — the lion,
leopard, and hyena — who feed on the grass-eaters.

One cannot think of Africa without thinking of
Egypt, the cradle of an ancient civilization. There
would not have been Egyption civilization without
the Nile®, the longest river in the world. It is 6,670
kilometres long. It flows northwards into the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

Most of the people south of the Sahara are black
Africans, while in the north, most are Arabs.

Before the Second World War, almost the whole
of Africa was under colonial rule (there were only
three independent countries then) . After the war,cs-
pecially during the 1960’s a national liberation meve-
ment swept the continent, and one country after an-
other won independence. Today, there are 43 indepen-
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dent countries in Africa; 12 colonies or territories are

still under the control of other countries.

Notes

1. the Mediterranean [ ,medite'reinjon] Sea Hirbig, (FEFKIEM
HzIE) .

2. the Red Sea 43 (A FIEMEMBAEEBME).

3. Madagascar [,meedo'geske] Dyskimiiime (ML FIEMHARIENE
),

4. the Atlas ['=tlos] mountains [ &¢hi 5L Bk(fr FIEMBEILIE) o

5. the Ethiopian [,i:8i'aupjen] Highlands %Lk ¥,

6. the Drakensberg ['dra:kenz, be:g] Mountains ik (ZEw
EEN) . ‘

7. Sahara [se'ha:re] #PA$: HEMILEERIDBLY,

8. the Nile J&% i (FEJE M A&RER),



Alaska

Alaska is the largest and the most sparsely po-
pulated state of the United States. In its over 1,500,000
square kilometres live only about 253,000 inhab-
itants. Alaska is a peninsula, which forms the north-
western corner of the North American continent.

For a long time Alaska had no government of its
own to protect and develop its rich natural resources.
In the 18th century, Russia occupied Alaska and
ruled it for more than 100 years. During this time
the fur seals were killed so wastefully that only a
small number of them survived. Then in 1867, the
United States bought Alaska from Russia for $7, 200,000.
In 1959, Alaska was admitted as the 49th state of
the United States.

Alaska has considerable natural resources, includ-
ing what may be the largest oil deposit in North
America. Apart from this, fur, fish and gold are the
three well-known natural resources. They have been
worth many times the money the U.S. paid for the
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