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LETTER ONE

[From Harrison G. O. Blake; March 1848; Worcester, Massachusetts]

In March 1848 Henry David Thoreau (1817—1862) was thirty years
of age, Harrison Gray Otis Blake (1816—1898) a year older. After
residing at Walden twenty-six months, Thoreau had left his retreat at
the pond on September 6, 1847, six months before receiving this letter.
While there he had written most of the manuscript for his first book, 4
Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers, which would not see publication
until May 1849, and had written a complete draft of his second and
most famous book, Walden, which remained unpublished until August
1854. Those were the only two books he published during his lifetime.
As he mentions in Letter 3, he was at this time living in the Emerson'
household, where he kept Lidian Emerson (1802—1892) company and
served as handyman while her husband Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803—
1882) lectured in England. Forty-two years after writing this letter
Blake remarked, “Perhaps the best definite service I ever performed
for my fellow-men was, like our best services generally, the unintended
one of simply recognizing Thoreau at a time when he was yet so little
recognized, giving him, as he said, ‘an opportunity to live,” making by
my letters an occasion for his...”I have added the paragraph breaks to

this letter.

It [Thoreau’s essay “Aulus Persius Flaccus”] has revived in me a
haunting impression of you, which I carried away from some spoken

words of yours...

When I was last in Goncord, you spoke of retiring farther from our

civilization. I asked you if you would feel no longings for the society of

S L BB 32
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