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Unit 1

Panoramic VieW of the UK

When people say England, they sometimes mean Great

Britain, sometimes the United Kingdom, sometimes the British
Isles, but never England.

— George Mikes

Unit Goals y

@ To have a general idea of the geography of the UK
@ To be familiar with the geographical terms about the UK

@® To learn the useful words and expressions that describe the geographical features
of the UK and improve English language skills

Before You Read

1. How large is the UK compared with the USA? Which of the following shows the
possible proportion?
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2. Where is the UK? Tick (/) the neighboring countries and the neighbouring seas.

Countries ot * Oceans \/
China the Pacific

Belgium the Atlantic
France the Indian
Ireland the Arctic

Germany the North Sea

Denmark the Irish Sea

Netherlands the English Channel

3. What are the four countries that make up the UK?

England, ) » and

4. Is the UK mountainous or flat?

5. Have you ever heard of Lock Ness which is famous for a monster? Where is it in
the UK?

6. Group Work: Form groups of three or four students. Try to find, on the Internet or in

the library, more general information about the UK, which interests you most. Get

ready for a 5-minute presentation in class.

Start to Read

Location and Composition
The official title of the UK is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland . It is an island nation in Western Europe just off the coast of France. The mainland
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areas lic between latitudes 49°N and 59°N and North vw;gﬁgeﬁga
° s : 4«}4,“ Loty
longitudes 8°W to 2°E. The UK lies between Atlantic i
Ovean

the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea,
and comes within 35 km (22 miles) of the
northwest coast of France, from which it is
separated by the English Channel. Northern
Ireland shares a 360 km international land
boundary with the Republic of Ireland. The
Channel Tunnel bored beneath the English
Channel, now links the UK with France.
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The UK is made up of several islands: Great Britain (the formerly separate realms of
England and Scotland, and the principality of Wales), Northern Ireland (also known as
Ulster) , and numerous smaller islands including the Isle of Wight, Anglesey, and the
Scilly, Orkney, Shetland, and Hebrides. The only land border connecting the UK to
another country is between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. The UK is
bordered by four seas: to the south by the English Channel, which separates it from
continental Europe; to the east by the North Sea; to the west by the Irish Sea and the
Atlantic Ocean.

Landscape

The UK has a total area of approximately 245,000 km?, almost a quarter of a million

square kilometers. Its landscape is very varied, ranging from the Grampian Mountains of

Scotland to the lowland fens of England, which are at or below sea level in places.
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Scotland and Wales are the most
mountainous parts of the UK. A ridge
of hills, the Pennines, runs down the
centre of northern England. Many
coastal areas are low-lying, especially in
the cast and south of England. These
include the wetlands of the Somerset
levels, which regularly flood during
heavy rain.

Most of the UK is made up of
gently rolling hills with isolated areas
of high ground such as Dartmoor in the
southwest of England or the Mourne
Mountains in Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland is also home to
the UK’s largest lake, Lough Neagh,

which covers an arca of 396 sq. km

(153 sq miles). Other major lakes include Windermere in the English Lake District and
Loch Lomond in Scotland. Another of Scotland’s lakes, Loch Ness is famous for sightings

of “Nessic”, a mythical monster!

Being a relatively small Island, the
UK’ s rivers are not very long. The
Severn, its longest river, is just 338
km in length, beginning in Wales and
entering the Atlantic Ocean near Bristol
in England. Other major rivers include
the Thames, which flows through
Oxford and London, and the Trent and
Mersey rivers, which drain rainfall

from large areas of central England.
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After You Read

Knowledge Focus

1.

o

Fill in the blanks according to the geographical knowledge you have learned in the text
above,

(1) The UK is an island nation in Europe just off the coast of ;
(2) The UK is separated from France by the ;

(3) The UK is mainly made up of England, Scotland, , and

(4) The longest river in the UK is , which begins in

(5) , a lake in Scotland, is famous for sightings of a mythical monster.
(6) The largest lake in the UK is , and it is located in

(7) A ridge of hills, , called the “backbone of England”, runs down the
center of Northern England.

(8) , one of the major rivers in the UK, flows through Oxford and London.

. Write T in the brackets if the statement is true and write F if it is false,

(1) The official title of the UK is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
(D)
(2) The Channel Tunnel bored beneath the North Sea links the UK with France. ()

(3) The only land border connecting the UK to another country is between Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. ¢ ) '

(4) The UK is bordered by the North Sea to the East. ()

(5) Scotland and England are the most mountainous parts of the UK. ()
(6) Lough Neagh, the largest lake in the UK is located in Wales. ¢ )
(7) Nessie is an animal living in Lock Ness in Scotland. ¢ )

(8) There are many rivers in the UK, such as the Severn and the Thames. ( )

Discuss the following questions with your partner.

(1) What is the official title of the UK?

(2) Where is the UK?

(3) What geographical relationship does the UK have with Ireland?
(4) What tunnel links the UK and France? And where is it?

(5) What are the capital cities of the four countries in the UK?

Language Focus

1.

Fill in the blanks with the proper form of the phrases below.
be home to link. . . with be famous for
range from. . .to be made up of share. . . with
(1) The UK several islands.

(2) The UK’s landscape is very varied, the Grampian Mountains of Scotland

the lowland fens of England.
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(3) Another of Scotland’ s lakes, Loch Ness sightings of “Nessie”, a
mythical monster!

(4) Northern Ireland a 360 km international land boundary the
Republic of Ireland.

(5) The Channel Tunnel bored benecath the English Channel, now the UK

France. ‘
(6) Northern Irecland the UK’s largest lake, Lough Neagh.
2. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the words in the brackets,

(1) Great Britain includes the (former) scparate realms of England and
Scotland, and the (principal) of Wales.

(2) The low-lying lands in the east and south of England (regular) flood

during heavy rain.

(3) The film— Mee-Shee, The Water Giant , is about the (myth) monster in

Loch Ness.

(4) Dartmoor is an (isolation) area of high ground in the southwest of
England.

(5) The Channel Tunnel, (bore) beneath the English Channel, links the

UK and France.
(6) The landscape in the UK is varied,

lowland fens.

(range) from high mountains to

(7) The UK consists of (numerously) small islands.

Fill in the blanks with the proper prepositions and adverbs that collocate with the
neighboring words.
(1) It is an island nation in Western Europe just the coast of France.

(2) The mainland areas lie latitudes 49°N and 59°N and longitudes 8°W to 2°
E.

(3) The lowland fens of England are or
(4) The Severn, its longest river, is just 338 km

sea level in places.
length, beginning
Wales and entering the Atlantic Ocean near Bristol in England.
(5) The Channel Tunnel is bored the English Channel.

Comprehensive Work

L. Pair Work: Try to locate the following places on the outline map of the UK with your

partner. Don’t forget to speak English!
North Sea

Atlantic Ocean

Irish Sea

Celtic Sea

English Channel

England



