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[Dec. 24,1848]

EAR JOHNSTON,

D”Your request for eighty dollars, I do not think it best to comply with now. At
the various times when | have helped you a little, you have said to me, “We can get
along very well now,” but in a very short time | find you in the same difficulty again.
Now this can only happen by some weakness in what you have done. what that
weakness is. 1 think | know. You are not lazy, and still you are an idler. | doubt
whether since | saw you, you have done a good whole day’s work, in any one day.
You do not very much dislike to work, and still you do not work much, only because
it does not seem to you that you could get much for it.

This habit of uselessly wasting time, is the whole difficulty; it is vastly important
to you, and still more so to your children, that you should break this habit. It is more
important to them, because they have longer to live, and can keep out of an idle
habit before they are in it, easier than they can get out after they are in.

@you are now in need of some ready money; and my suggestion is, that you shall
go to work, for somebody who will give you money for it.

You say if I lend you the money you will deed me the land, and if you don’t pay
the money back, you will deliver possession—

Nonsense! If you can't now live with the land, how will you then live without it?
You have always been kind to me, and |1 do not now mean to be unkind to you. ¥'On
the contrary, if you will but follow my advice, you will find it worth more than eight
times eighty dollars to you.

Affectionately,

Your brother
A. Lincoln
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August, 1870

RUTH is such a rare thing, it is delightful to tell it.
TI find ecstasy in living; the mere sense of living is joy enough.

How do most people live without any thoughts? There are many people
in the world, —you must have noticed them in the street, —how do they
live? How do they get the strength to put on their clothes in the morning?

If | read a book and it makes my whole body so cold, no fire can ever

3 warm me, | know that is poetry. If | feel physically as if the top of my head
were taken off, | know that is poetry. These are the only ways | know it. Is

there any other way?

-
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