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Abstract

In early 2009, the solicitation of public opinions for National Guidelines for Medium-
and Long-term Educational Reform and Development triggered enormous enthusiasm for the
belated educational reform and public participation into this process. However, the
reform is obviously not progressing smoothly.

As a response to the global financial crisis, Chinese government has adopted various
measures to improve employment of college graduates, effectively counteracted the
impact of financial crisis, successfully maintaining the gross employment rate of college
graduates compared with the level last year. Meanwhile, the educational training market
and studying abroad see no sign of declining. Yet for Chinese education to enhance its
competitiveness and flexibility, increased government input and substantial reform are
both necessary.

Our funding for education in 2008 kept growing in terms of total amount, but by
a smaller rate compared with that of 2007. There are even some provinces failing to
meet the input increase for education prescribed by law.

To address the problems of exam-oriented education and “school selection rash” ,
governments all over the country have implemented a series of measure in 2009 to
improve school operation, including putting an end to “ Olympic math classes” and
“paid tutoring”, reforming examination and assessment system promoting all-around
development of compulsory education. The outcome, however, exhibits regional
differences. Most areas have barely touched fundamental issues, since the problems of
“school selection rush”, over-burden for students, and unbalanced distribution of
educational resources still exist. Education in rural areas is now facing new problems ;
declining of rural students in key colleges and universities; school dropouts and “ difficult
and expensive schooling” as a result of indiscriminate removal or merging of rural
schools in some areas. Compulsory education for migrant population has gained
attention. Thanks to the “pay for performance” mechanism adopted in elementary and
Junior middle schools, salaries of teachers in compulsory education have increased
according to survey results, especially favoring teachers in rural areas. Yet the problems

encountered in implementation of this policy require further improvement. Moreover,



the scarcity of faculty and inconsistency of resources have caused the distance education
in rural elementary and secondary schools to stagnate in an initial stage.

At the end of 2009, Hsue-shen Tsien, the father of missile in China, put forward
a question “Why universities in China could not produce talents” , arousing a new wave
of public retrospection of higher educational reform. Among the reform and exploration
moves in higher education, the planned South University of Science and Technology
has come into the spotlight with its “de-administration” reform. At the same time,
corruptions and malpractices in student recruitment and academic activities have become
the target of growing criticism of higher education.

According to a survey conducted in 2009 in 30 capital cities and municipalities, the
satisfaction to education in major cities was between 3. 415 and 2. 885, obviously at a
moderate level. Compared with the results in 2008, the satisfaction increased in 12
cities, decreased in 18 cities, and was even below the qualification level of 3. 0 in Xian
and Wuhan — a new problem never witnessed before.

Chinese education is on the eve of a revolution. On October 31, 2009, the 11th
session of the 11" NPC Standing Committee appointed Yuan Guiren as the new
Minister of Education, for whom the public hold high expectations. With the National
Guidelines for Medium- and Long-term Educational Reform and Development coming in 2010,

we can expect a new stage of Chinese education.
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