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As the common wealth of humankind, our world's
cultural and natural heritage of ouistanding universal value
represents the history of human civilization and records the
existence of Earth. The detericration or disappearance of this
heritage impoverishes the shared legacy of all nations. In
1872 the United Nations Educational , Scientific and Cultural
Organization {UNESCO) adopted the Convention Concerning
the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage to
foster international co—operation in protecting our world's
most outstanding heritage.

After China ratified the World Heritage Convention in
1985, 29 properties were inscribed onto the World Heritage
List. This significantly contributes to the preservation and
protection of our world's cultural and natural resources.

The 28th session of the World Heritage Committee held
in Suzhou in June — July 2004 demonstrates a strong
commitment to this international treaty by the Government of
the host country, China, and its contribution to World
Heritage protection.

The launching of the World Heritage Annual of China
aptly coincides with the World Heritage Committee session in
Suzhou. The comprehensive publication is the prompt and
precise reflection of the current conditions of protection and
preservation of China” s World Heritage.

| am convinced that the World Heritage Annual of China
will be highly useful in raising awareness on the need to
protect our World Heritage. It will be a vehicle for international
understanding and valued support in the implementation of the

World Heritage Convention.

N Vaada

Francesco Bandarin
Director
UNESCO World Heritage Centre
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