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Introduction

Over thousands of years,
Chinese civilization has
supported 25 percent of the
world’s population on only 7
percent of the Earth’s farmable
land. Ancient philosophers,
modern-day ecologists, and
visual artists throughout history
have speculated on ways human
beings can thrive in harmony
and community with nature.
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The farming country of the Tle-de-
France is north of Paris. This area has
been occupied and profoundly
transformed by human beings since the
late Stone Age. Before it was inhabited
the region was covered with forests and
marshes. If it were not for the human



beings present there, it would return to

this state of wilderness. With human

l intervention it has evolved into
prosperous farmlands, tamed forests and
rivers, parks, gardens, villages, towns,
and cities. Although it has experienced
destructive wars and other disturbances,
the region has remained diverse

ecologically. It has also continued to be

economically productive. From a human
point of view, the area has changed for
the better. It is more satisfying visually
and more rewarding emotionally for

most people than it would be had it been
left in a state of wilderness. The Ile-de-
France provides a typical example of
interaction between human beings and the
earth. The historical development of this
region shows that human beings can




profoundly alter the surface of the earth
without destroying it. They can in fact
create new and lasting ecological
value by working in collaboration with
nature.
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The English Landstiape

ge [E] e

Among people of Western civilization,

the English are often regarded as having a
highly developed respect and appreciation







5 idmirable it may be, is far different from
What it was in the state of wilderness. The
"' continuous large-scale efforts of settlers
and farmers have created an astonishing
diversity of ecosystems. These systems
appear natural because they are familiar,
but they are really human-made. Roadsides
and riverbanks are trimmed and grass-lined.
Trees no longer obscure the views but
-appear to be within the horizon. Foregrounds

the landscape contrast nicely with
ddle distances and backgrounds. Much
the English landscape is indeed so

nized that it might be regarded as a
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Bullet Points

o The immense success of human colonization
throughout the world has placed a human
cultural face on geography.

» Human civilization has emerged in
cooperation with and in spite of the climate,
which is studied through the science of
meteorology.
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East Anglia’s patchwork of semirectangular
fields was created in the eighteenth century
to improve the agricultural system. The
farming country was divided into plots
of 2 to 4 hectares (5-10 acres) under this

design. Oftentimes the land was divided




