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" A Poor Little Orphan

Once, long ago in England, a beautiful young
woman was found lying in a street. No one knew who
she was or where she had come from. Her shoes looked
worn so she might have walked a long way before col-

lapsing.

She was carried into a nearby workhouse where she
gave birth to a tiny little boy. The woman died giving

birth, leaving her tiny son an orphan.

The doctor carried the baby to the workhouse
officials. They named the boy Oliver Twist and sent

him to another workhouse where orphans were kept.

For eight years Oliver Twist lived at this workhouse.
Twenty-five other children lived here too, and many were
orphans. Some of the children lived here because they got

into too much trouble at home,
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The workhouse was run by a lady named Mrs, Mann.
The church gave Mrs. Mann money to help her run the
home. But Mrs. Mann didn’t take very good care of the
children. Instead, she kept the money for herself. She only

fed the children enough to keep them from starving.

Often, the church official, Mr. Bumble, was sent to

2 ’gmspeat Mrs. Mann’s workhouse. Mrs., Mann always made
X

“sure to feed and bathe the children before Mr. Bumble’ s
visit, ( 7!

Mr.Bumble made one of these visits on Oliver’s ninth
birthday, because Oliver was nine, he was too old to stay
at Mrs.Mann’s workhouse. The officials in charge decided

to send Oliver back to the place he was born,

As he entered the workhouse where he was born,
Oliver saw ten men waiting for him. These men were to

decide where Oliver would go from here.




