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Preface

This book is a historical description of Nanyang Prefectural Administra-
tive Office (NPAO) on the basis of a careful textual research. It attempts to
reveal the system and culture of prefectural administrave offices in ancient
China by recording the operations of feudal officials and agents. In doing so,
the author of the book hopes to further the research on the relevant field.

The Introduction of the book is an overall representation of Nanyang’s his-
tory, elucidating ancient Nanyang’s geographical location, the establishment
of its local administration in different periods as well as its historical signifi-
cance by way of a diachronic analysis of its social, economic and cultural de-
velopment.

Part One of the book is an elaboration, based on a careful investigation
and texutal research, of the size, physical appearance, structure and functions
of NPAO. Chapter One of Part One explores the origin and evolution of the ar-
chitecture of office buildings in past times in China. It discusses how the size,
outward appearance and structure gradually changed and developed until they
became fixed features of official architecture.

Chapter Two explores the continuity of and deviation from the tradition in
the layout of NPAO. Archaeological findings and historical documents have
been provided to prove that the site of NPAO in the Yuan Dynasty used to be
the one on which Shenzhou Government Office in the Jin Dynasty was built. A
comparison and contrast of the architecture of municipal offices in the Yuan,
Ming and Qing dynasties helps to show that how the construction of NPAO in

the above — mentioned dynasties, during the period of Republic of China and
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after liberation, followed or deviated from the convention.

Chapter Three introduces the historical backgrounds and condition of
NPAO. It describes the selection of the site, the layout of different court-
yards, such as the positions of the axile wire and the eastern and western walls
of the yard, and the function of different couryards. It also records the time
when each part of the building was built, the restoration in the past and at
present day, its structure, style, and decoration, and the relation between dif-
ferent parts as well as the functions of each separate building.

Chapter Three expatiates major relics of NPAO, such as the shadow wall,
the main gate, the screen wall, the gate of etiquette, the main hall, the of-
fices of the six departments, the coordination gate, the first and second inner
halls, the gate of the residential quarters, the garden, the prefectural official’
s residential quarter, the propagating pavilion, the Exhortation Pavilion, guest
houses, the windowed varanda, the Taoli Hall, the Guixiang House, the Hall
of Education, the West Blossom Hall, the Shizhu Veranda, prisons and cells,
the Moon Admiring Veranda, the Lotus Admiring House and the Huaiyin
House—to list the most important of them. A contrastive study has been made
concerning relics which, in the process of restoration, were found indicative
of the history of NPAO. On that basis, the architecture features have been
summarized in seven aspects in Chapter Four, and an evaluative analysis has
been made on the artistic attainments of the building in Chapter Five.

Part Two expatiates the organization of NPAO and the functions of each of
its departments. In Chapter One, an investigation has been made on the or-
ganization and institutions of the office and the function of each of its depart-
ments in the Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, from the perspective of how the
prefectural institution originated and developed and its status in the history of
feudal China.

Chapter Two discusses the powers and duties of officials of different
ranks, from the top official to the servants. It expounds the appointment, du-

ties, performance assessment, and daily life of officials, ranking from the




6 #

i

leading authority to his two assistants, subordinate officials, coach officials
and officials who were in charge of routines. It also records the duties of the
heads of the six departments and personnels who ran errands for the office, in-
cluding Muyou (the consultant of the top official) , Changsui ( the entourage
of the official) , and Menzi (a door keeper) .

Chapter Three includes a diachronic profiling of all the 221 Zhifu’s ( the
title of the leading official of prefectural officies) since the Yuan Dynasty. Of
them twenty — odd most famous Zhifu’s are depicted from different angles so as
to present a panorama of the performance of prefectural officials.

Part Three examines prefectural cultue and institution, based on a study
of historical literature, anecdotes, relics and relevant research findings.
Chapter One incorporates a selection of wood plate inscriptions and couplets
hung on the pillars of the buildings. It explains the selection standard, the
source of such quotation, and provides notes and modern relevance for them.

Chapter Two explores the office furnishings and house fittings, including
equipment, flags or other things carried by the guard of honor, apparatus used
for sending messages, and reminders of an official’s merits and virtues.

Chapter Three deals with the origin, types and function of official maxims
and admonition, and illustrates the use of admonition on different occasions ,
based on a study of the admonition found in NPAO.

The fourth chaper examines the institutions which regulated the daily life
of officials. These include regulations concerning the uniforms which officials
of different ranks wear, the rituals of exchanging greetings between Zhifu and
his subordinates, reception rituals and work schedule.

The fifth chapter explores the famous figures in the Chinese history and
gods which are commonly worshiped in feudal offices, such as Xiaohe and Cao
Canshen, who were esteemed the gods of ‘yamen’ because of their outstand-
ing performances, Gaoyao, who was esteemed the god of prison because of his
fair judgement and merciful yet admonishing punishment of criminals, and

Cangjie, who it was held that originated the writing system in ancient China.



