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THE SKETCH-BOCK

THE AUTHOR’S ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF

“T am of 'this mind with Homer, that as the snaile that crept

out of her 3shel was turned 4eftsoones 1nto a toad, and-thereby was

 forced to make a 5¢toole to sit on ; so the traveller that 8si»agleth

from his "owne country is in a short time transformed into so mon-

- strous a shape, that he is 8faine %to alter his mansion with his
manners, and to live where he can, not where he would,”’

Lyry’s BupHUES:.

WAS always fond of visiting new scenes, and observing -

strange characters and manners, Even when a mere

_child T began my travels, and made many Biours of '3discovery
. into 4foreign parts and unknown '5regions of my native city,

62y the frequent alarm of my parents, and the emolument of
the town-crier. As I grew into boyhood, I Yextended the
range of my observations. My holiday afternoons were spent
" in 18rambles about the 9surrounding country. I made myself

familiar with all its places famous in history or 2fable. I °

knew every spot where. a ”mz.’rder or 23pobbery had been
2oommitted, or a ghost seen. I visited the neighboring
v1llages, and added greatly to my 28stock of kmowledge by
- noting their habits and customs, and 27conversing with their
 ®sages and great men. I even *%journeyed one long summer’s
day to the 3°summit of the most 3'distant hill, from whence I
825¢retched my eye over many a mile of 33terra incognita,
and was 34astonished to find how vast a 35globe I %8inhabited.

This rambling 37propensity 38strengthened with my years.
 ®™Books of voyaes and travels became my *°passion: and 17
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; “dgvouring their contents, I 2neglected the 3regular exercises
 of the school. How ‘wistfully would I wander about the

Spier-heads in fine weather, and watch the parting ships,
Shouud to distant climes! With what "longing eyes would I
8gaze after their Yessening sails. and Ywaft myself in imagi.
nation to the ends of the earth)

1 Burther reading and thinking, though they brought this

Ryggue Binclination into more 4reasonable bounds, only served
- tomake it more Sdecided. 1 visited Svarious payts of my

own country ; and, had I been merely Yinflucnced by a love

‘of 8fine scenery, I should have felt little desire to seek

clsewhere its 9¢ratification, for on no country have the
20charms of Nature beer. “'more Prodi&ally lavished. Her
mighty lakes, like oceans of *liquid silver ; her mountains,

- with their bright ®3aerial tints; her valleys, 24teeming with

wild fertility ; her 25tremendous *Scataracts, *Tthundering in

. their *8solitudes ; her 2%boundless plains, Pwaving with spon—

taneous verdure ; her broad, deep rivers, rolling in 3solemn

“silence to the ocean ; her 3%trackiess forests, where vegetation

Bputs forth all its Mmagnificence ; her skies, ®kindling with the

‘magic of summer clouds and glorious sunshine,—~no, never
-meed an American look beyond his own country for the
S8sublime and beautiful of natural Scenery,

But Europe 38%eid forth all 39the charms of storied and

‘poetical association. There were to be seen the ““masterpieces
of art, the “refinements of highly *cuitivated society, the

“Quaint peculiarities of Yancient and local custom. My native
country was full of Syouthful promise : Burope was rich in

‘the “Saccumulated treasures of age. Her very *"ruins told the

history of times gone by, and every $moldering stone was a.
Bchronicle. I longed to wander over the %scenes of renowned
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achievement ; Mo tread, ®as it were, 3in the Jootsteps of antiqufty:.

to 4loiter abou?, the Sruined castle ; to ®meditate on the falling
Hower ; to escape, Sin short, from the Ycommonplace Wrealities

 of the present, and !ose myself among the shadowy grandeurs

of the past.

I had, beside all this, an earnest desire to see the great

men of the earth. Wae have, it is true, our great men in:

America: not a city but has an 2ample Bshare of them. I
have “minzled among them in my time, and been almost
YSwithered by the shade into which they east me ; for there is

nothing so !baleful to a small man as the shade of a great |

one, particularly the great man of a ecity. But I was
Yanxious to see the great men of Europe :for I had 8read in
the works of various 9philosophers, that all animalg 0degen-
erated in America, *'and man aming the number. A great
man of Kurope, thongh I, must therefore be as ®2superior to
a great man of America 2as a peak of the Alps to a highland
of the Hudson ; and in this idea I was **confirmed by obsery-
ing the *comparative importance and swelling magnitude of
many’ English travellers among us, who, I was assured,
were very little people in their own country. I will visit
this land of wonders, though I, and see the gigantic race
from which I am *8degenerated.

It has been either my good or evil lot to have my ’9ra')z()ing
passion gratified. 1 have wandered through different
eountries, and *'witnessed many of the B shifting scemes of life.
I cannot say that I have 33studied them ®with the eve of a
philosopher, but rather with the Bsauntering %gaze with
which 3"humble 8lovers of the picturesque ®stroll from the
window of one “print-shop to another ; caught sometimes by
the ‘'delineations of beauty, sometimes by the 42distortions o

AL N A
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caricature, and sometimes by the Yoveliness of andscape.
As it is the Yashion for modern *tourists to travel pencil in
hand, and bring home their 5portfolios filled with Sskefches,
I am "disposed to get up a few for the Semtertainment of my
friends. = When, however, I look over the 9kints and
memorandums 1 bave taken down for the purpose, my heart
almost 'fails me at finding how my 2idie humor has 13led me
aside’ from the great objects studied by every regular
traveller who would make a hook. I fear I shall give
equal “Ydisappointment with an unlucky landscape painter,
who had travelled on the 5Continent, but, following the 18bent
of his ""wagrant inclination, had sketched in 8nooks and corners
and by-places. His sketch-book was accordingly crowded
with 9cottages and landscapes and 00bscure ruins; but he
had neglected to paint ®'St. Peter’s or the 22Colossenm, the
®8cascade of *4Terni or the *5Bay of Naples, and had not a single
* ®glacier or *'volcano in his whole 2 collection.

THE VOYAGE

“‘ Ships, ships, I will 2°descrie you
B0 Amidst the main,
I will come and try you,
What you are 3protecting,
And ¥projecting,
38What's vour end and aim.
One goes abroad for *#merchandise and trading,
Another stays to keep his country from *invading,
A third is coming home with rich and wealthy 3%/ading
¥Hallo! my %fancie, whither wilt thou go?”
Orp. Porx,
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O an' American visiting Europe, the long voyage he
Thas to make is 1an exceliont preparative, 2The temporary
absence of worldly scenes and emPloyments produces a 3state of
mind ‘peculiarly Jfitted to receive new and 5ui0i4d impressions.
8The wvast Space of waters that separates the Themispheres is
Slike a blank Page in existence, There is no %radual 9ty an-
sition, by which, ag in Hurope, the features and population
of one country Uplend almost 12z'mpercepz‘z'bly with those of
-another. From the moment you loge sight of the land you
have left, 13477 is Yacancy until you step on the Yopposite
shore, and are "Slaunched at onee into the %busfle and novelties
-of another world.

In travelling by land there is a Ycontinuity of scene, and a
Beonnected Succession of persons and Bincidents, that 20carry
on the story of jife and *!Uessen the effect of agsence and
Separation. We drag, it ig trae, “®®%a lenothening chain’’ 23a¢
each remove of oy Pilgrimage; but the chain is unbroken:
‘We can * trace it bocp link by ®link: and we feel that *8the 1ast
of them stijl &rapples us to home. But a wide gea voyage
‘Bevers us at once. It makes ug *"conscions of being 8¢ast loose
Jrom the secure anchorage of settled life, and gent adrift upon
‘8 doubtful world. Tt Dinterposes g gulf, not merely ' 39i.
\aginary,but real, between us and our,; homes,—a 31gyif 82 subject
2o 3Btempest and. fear and Uncertainty, that 3makes distance
wpalpable, and retury precarious.

Such, at least, was the case with mayself. ‘As I gaw the
dast blue line of ™y native land fade away like a cloud in

I opened another Tha. land, t00, now Boanishing from
my view, which Scontained all that was most dear to me in
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life,—what 'vicissitudes might *occur in it, what changes
might take place in me, before I should visit it again!
Who can tell, when he sets forth to wander, whither he
may be driven by 3the uncertain currents of exislence, or when
he may return, or whether it may be ever his Jot to revisit
the scenes of his echildhood? o

L said that at sea all is vacaney. I should correct the
Sexpression. To one given to Sday-dreaming, and fond of
Slosing himself in Treveries, a sea voyage is full of subjects
for meditation; but then they are the wonders of Sthe deep
and of the air, and rather %ecnd ¢ abstract the mind from
worldly themes. 1 delighted 9% Jol] oper the quarter railing,
or 'climb to the “2maintop, of a calm day, and 3muse for hours
together on the “trangui] 5ppsom of a summer's sea; to gaze
upon the Spiles of V"golden r1ouds Just Bpooring above the horizon,
8fancy them some 20fziry realms, and *'people them with a
“creation of my own; to watch the gentle, 22undulating 2Bbillows,
rolling their *4sijver Volumes, as if to die away on those
happy shores.

There was a *delicious sensation of **mingled security and
awe with which I looked down, from any *7giddy height, on
the *®monsters of the deep 2°at their uncouth gambols,~3shpals
of porpoises, 3\tumbling about the bow of the ship; the Sgrampus,
slowly heaving his 3%uge form above the surface; or the
34ravenous Bshark, 38darting, 37like Specler, through the blue
waters. My imagination would Bconjure up. all that I had
heard or read of the watery world beneath me,—of the
®finny herds that roam its Ofathomiess valleys, of the shape-
less monsters that lurk among the very 4foundations of the
earth, and of those “wild phantasms that swell the tales of
fishermen and saliors.
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