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very year thousands of tourists

flock to the sandy beaches of
Greece. Visitors are drawn to the warm
weather and pretty views. Conseq-
uently, many restaurants, hotels, and
shopping centers have been built.
These businesses have helped the
economy, but have hurt the enviro-
nment.

One species especially, the giant sea
turtle, has been affected by the
presence of new buildings. The
loggerhead turtle (caretta caretta)
spends almost its entire life in the
water. However, the female
loggerhead comes ashore on Greek
beaches once or twice a year to lay her
eggs.

For centuries, a loggerhead's instincts

have told it to lay its eggs on the same
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GREECE

by Donna O'Meara

beach where it was hatched. The female
ventures onto land cautiously. Knowing
she will not be around to see her eggs
hatch, the mother turtle looks for a safe
spot. She uses her flippers to brush away
the sand and digs a pit into which she
fits her body. Slowly she lays about 120
round white eggs, each about the size
of a golf ball. When she is done, she
covers the nest with sand and swims
back into the ocean. In about 50 days,
baby turtles will begin to emerge.

The hatchlings are guided to the ocean
by stars and moonlight. However, bright
lights from nearby businesses can
confuse the turtles. Instead of leading
them to the ocean, the lights lead them
farther inland, where they die of
dehydration (lack of water). The lights

also scare the adult

females. In fact,
they were no
longer coming
ashore to lay their

eggs.
population of Greece's marine

The entire

turtles was seriously
threatened. They were on the
brink of extinction.

In 1983, a small but
dedicated group of Greeks
decided to act before it was too late.
They founded the Sea Turtle Protection




Society of Greece (STPS). They
began monitoring and protecting
the turtles. They also educated the
public about the problem. Their
research revealed that Sekania
Beach on the island of Zakynthos
had more than 2,000 turtle nests.
The members of STPS knew they
had to save the site, so they
contacted the World Wildlife Fund
for more help. The World Wildlife
Fund bought the beach and turned
it into the National Marine Park of
Zakyn- thos. Eggs could be laid
and hatched safely at the site.
Today, the STPS has more
than 500 members and is the most
successful private conservation
organization in Greece. Its public
education programs reach more
than 100,000 people per year. The
society monitors and protects
turtles on the Greek islands of
Zakynthos, Lakonikos, Kothihi,
Kiparisia, and Crete. This small
group of people proved that with a
little time and consideration,

anyone can make a difference.
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Abbot (£ {&iE k4 ) : The male superior of a monastery or abbey.

Byzantine Empire (5 5 £% E ): Eastern part of the Roman Empire,
which splitin A.D. 285. The empire’s capital was located in Byzantium,
which is now Istanbul, Turkey. It fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453.

Democracy (R T ): A system of government in which people have
a direct and/or indirect say in political activities. In some cases, people
vote for representatives who determine policies and laws. Democracy
was born in Athens.

Greek Orthodox Church (% 7% F#{): Self-governing branch
of Eastern Orthodoxy. The Eastern Orthodox Church considers the
Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, Turkey, as its spiritual leader. Unlike
Roman Catholics, Orthodox Christians do not regard the pope in
Rome as the leader of the churches.

League of Nations ([E 5% ): A world organization formed to
promote world peace. It was established in 1920 and lasted until 1946.

Mount Athos (g% 7Ll ): A self-governing religious community,
made up entirely of monks, located on the southern tip of the Greek
peninsula of Athos.

Oracle [(5)&#i§13. #7=Fr]: The word "oracle" comes from the
Latin word orare, "to pray." In ancient times, many believed certain people
could communicate with the gods and learn the future. The term oracle
refers both to these special persons and to the place, such as Delphi,
where they communicated with the gods.

Phoenicians (j/2% A ): A group of people who lived along the
shores of the eastern Mediterranean Sea in ancient times. They were
great sailors and traders and introduced their alphabet to the Greeks.

Refugee (# £ ): One who flees his or her country to escape danger
or persecution.

Saint Paul (Z4{2% ): A follower of Christianity who spread the
religion into Greece and is believed to have written much of the New
Testament.
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Greece is a land of rugged mountains, shady olive
trees, more varieties of wildflowers than any other
European country, and islands scattered like jewels across
a brilliant blue sea. According to ancient mythology, in a
- war between gods, the Titans tore the tops from mountains,
using them as weapons. The rocky peaks fell into the sea,
thus creating the many islands of Greece. Mythology,
history, and folklore have shaped the way people think in
this ancient land; the land itself has shaped their way of
life.

Greece is believed to have been first settled around 3000
B.C., when invaders swept down from the north. They
failed to reach the island of Crete, home of the Minoans.
A literate, advanced civilization with its own hieroglyphic
style of writing, the Minoans lived in luxurious cities and
palaces. They even had flush toilets, hot and cold running
water, and thermal heating. In 1400 B.C., a volcanic
eruption on the nearby island of Thera caused earthquakes
and tidal waves that destroyed the Minoan civilization.
Main land Greece became the major Mediterranean sea
power.

Around 1200 B.C., the Greeks began forming city-states
called polis. Each had its own rulers, army, and individual
type of government. Our own democracy is based on the
style of government Athens had at that time.

The Classical Period began in the fifth century B.C.
Although Greece led the world in science, culture, and
the arts, the city-states fought violently among themselves.
In 338 B.C., Philip of Macedonia conquered the Greek
city-states. His son, Alexander the Great, enlarged the
empire, introducing Greek culture to the lands he
conquered.

Over the next 2,000 years, from 145 B.C. onward,
Romans, Byzantines, and Ottoman Turks ruled Greece in
succession. Although Greece gained its independence from
Turkey in 1830, other outsiders invaded Greece; within
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Although farmland is limited, half of the Greek
population works in agriculture. For a long time,
agricultural produce such as olives, figs, raisins,
tobacco, sugar, and wheat were the country's most
valuable assets. The bare, rocky land is perfect for
growing olive trees. Farms, however, are small.
Often three generations share both a home and the
farm chores. Today, the government is encouraging
farmers to specialize. Exporting the additional
produce would provide added revenue for Greece.

Greece has some of the world's richest ship
owners; its merchant fleet is the sixth largest in the
world. In villages along the coast and on the islands,
a great many other Greeks earn their living from

the sea. Using open, single-mast wooden fishing
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boats known as caiques, whole families are
involved with the sea. Once, sponge fishing was
a vital industry. Unfortunately, as more people
buy man-made, less expensive sponges, the
market for natural sponges is dying out.

Many Greeks work in the tourist industry,
Spectacular historic sites abound on the
mainland, while the islands, in particular, draw
people from all over the world. In summer,
ferries constantly ply the waters among them.
Many of the islands have beautiful beaches,
picturesque windmills, and snow-white streets.
Some, such as Mikonos, are golden and dry;
others, such as Corfu, are green and tree-filled.
The sun is hot, the sky a clear, sparkling blue.

The climate, a combination of Mediterranean
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c. 2000 B,C. A group of people called the Hellenes
moves into an area now called Greece.

ZAJTRI 2000 5 —BEBEAXANRENSHEBX.

c. 1200 B.C. After 10 years of battle, Greece defeats
Troy in the Trojan War.

ATTHI 1200 £ [ +FHRFRSE. FRITKTH
EEA.

776 B.C. The first Olympic Games are held.
ANE T8 F FHE—BRANEEFR.

c. 750-500 B.C. Greek city-states, each with a polis
as its center, develop along the coastal areas of the
Mediterranean and Black Seas.

ATTHI 750-500 58 FREHANY, S MEAFE I
BoadL, HatPEiRensXERR.

490 B.C. Persia invades Greece but is defeated in the
Battle of Marathon, Persia tries again to gain control of

o

Greece, but is beaten a second time.
ATTHI 490 F EHTERERARE, EDAREPHRE
. BNAEHOERESFRE, SRUEBmMEL,

475-400 B.C. Greece experiences its golden age.
Many ideas about philosophy, mathematics,
architecture, and literature that developed at this time
still influence the modern world.

ATHIATS-4005E FREANHSHR, B2 % &
RHEMXFBBEXIHRBUFENRR, ZSNF
g & B A5,

431-404 B.C. Athens and Sparta square off in the
Peloponnesian War. Athens and many other city-states
begin to diminish in power.

ATTHIA3 4045 FSMETEX RTAT FRMM S,
It = A SN 2 HAE I RO /1 FHIR IS8

336 B.C. Alexander the Great, a student of Greek
teacher Aristotle, proclaims himself commander in chief




~ (warm wet winters and hot dry summers) and

European (hot, muggy summers and cold snowy
winters), affects all three industries — agriculture,
fishing, and tourism. Athens can be 100 degrees
Fahrenheit in the shade in July and August. In
summer, melterni, or strong winds, cause rough
seas, affecting both fishing and ferryboats.

One third of the population lives and works in
the bustling, modern, capital city of Athens.
However, in rural Greece, particularly the more
remote villages, the traditional way of life has not
changed for centuries. Donkeys are still an important
means of transportation, everyone knows everyone
else, the older women swathe themselves from head

to toe in black. In the evenings, people gather at
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of all Greece and spreads Greek culture to the many lands
he conquers, At the time of his death. Alexander’s empire
includes parts of Europe, Africa, and Asia.

ATHIBEE THWAKRT (EELZENFE) EFf
REFHENRSSINFERBHL B ST SE
FHEL. Bifbkitti, THLKFEET REIRON. JEMF0

A.D. First-Fourth Centuries Greece is part of the
Roman Empire.

AT -4 HE FEAATIHFEN—BD.

331-1453 The Eastern Roman Empire, called the
Byzantine Empire, controls Greece.
331-1453 5 FHEFE (RZIFE) GaAHE.

1453-1821 Greece is under control of the Ottoman Turks.
March 25, 1821, is Greek Independence Day.

1453-1821 & FRERHFEFEMEHT. 1821F3 7
25 B A% BRIRSIA .

1832 Greece becomes an independent republic. The
next few decades are difficult as the country attempts
to settle on a form of government.

1832 ff FRERLA— DM FEFE, BTRHOILTE
BERFE-EREIEREY A C BN,

1917 Greece enters World War I .
1917 . FHESME KR KK,

1921-22 The Treaty of Lausanne ends the Greco-
Turkish War.
1921-1822 & BRFALRTHHE—LEHKSE.

1924 Greece becomes a republic, but the Treaty of
Lausanne eventually restores the monarchy,

1924 ff HREEBAR—IHMGFER, BERFAXE
LRFREFTABIHER.

1939 ltalian dictator Benito Mussolini invades Greece.

1939 5 BAFAMBERRERRMBE.
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tables and chairs in the main square to chat, sip
ouzo (an anise drink), or play backgammon. It is
as if time has stood still.

For centuries, their rich culture has been a
source of pride to all Greeks; its influence on the

peoples of the world cannot be measured.

PHRREENZELR, HEAAMB, &
EANCKEIMZBAE R, B, AfEEE
IR K, EREEE, SIIRHR
FfiA, B RSPk
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1940-1945 Greece fights against the Nazis in World
War 11, October 28, 1940. is called "Oxi (No) Day"
because the Greeks refuse to help Mussolini.
1940-1945 & FHEH KR AEPH S PREITE.
1940 10 B 28 HR AHBEMAER (OxiDay), EA
X—RERELHHNBRER.

1946-1951 Civil war breaks out. U.S. President Harry
Truman sends aid to Greeks. The country eventually
becomes a democratic kingdom.

1946-19515 NHRR. XBEGHENRBFBE. &
BERARAREIER.

1967-1973 A military dictatorship rules Greece.
19671973 & FERMBGIEHE.

1974 Greeks vote to govern themselves with a
president and parliament.

1974 § FREEESFNESR.

1981 Greece joins the European Economic
Community (today it is the European Union).
1981 & HEMARLE (MERKHA).

1996 Andreas Papandreou resigns as prime minister
due to illness in January and dies a few months later.
Konstantino Simitis succeeds him,

1996 &£ F 32 Andrea Papadreou F#w#HER, JLNBE
&L, Konstantino Simitis 4k{F 532,

2000 Greece joins the Euro Zone and agrees to use the
Euro currency.
2000 & FRERREAKRIT, MARTX.

2004 The Olympic Games are to be held in Athens.
2004 & FEARNDRNRTREHR .
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