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Scent of a Woman

(It's Thanksgiving weekend, students at Baird School
run out of the classroom at the ring of dismissal”. Some
are planning a pleasant trip, some, like Charlie Simms,
are eager to find a weekend job.)

George:
You going home this weekend, Jess?

Charlie(C for short):
Uh, I don’t know.

George:
You going to fucking Idaho for Thanksgiving?

C:
I'm from Oregon.

George:
I meant fucking Oregon.

Harry:
Charlie, how do you feel about skiing? In the mood
for the white bosom® slopes® of Vermont?

O
Uh...

Harry:
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I got a deal going kid. Twenty percent off for my
friends. My father set it up. Christmas in Switzerland?

George:
Schtatt.

Harry:
Guschtatt, dropping the “G”is phoney®.

George:
You just said everybody says “Schtatt”.

Harry:
Not if you've been there. East German Bermuda.
Think Kentucky Derby week, we could fit you in,
kid.

C:
Uh, well, how much are these ... “white bosom slopes
of Vermont''?

Harry:
Twelve hundreds. Includes a nine-course, champagne®
Thanksgiving dinner.

C:

Twelve-hundred dollars is a little rich for my blood,
Harry.

Harry:
Well, how short are you?

Ci
How short, Harry? So short it wouldn’t be worth the
trouble of you and George to measure?. But thanks for
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asking, all right?
Harry:
Um-hmm. If you change your mind ...
George:
What did you do that for, you know he’s on aid.
C:
On major holidays, Willis, it is customary™ for the lord?
of the manor to offer drippings to the poor.
George:
You're so full of shit,

(Mrs. Rossi puts on an advertisement on the school
bulletin, wanting weekend help. Charlie goes to an-
swer it. There he meets Colonel® Slade for the very
first ime.)

C:
Hi, Mrs. Rossi?

Rossi:
Yes?

C:
I'm here about the weekend job.

Rossi:
Come on in.

Francie (Rossi’s daughter):
Does he got pimples? He hates pimples™.

Rossi:
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Francie, be quiet.

Francie:
Pimple, pimple, yeah.

Rossi:
Hush! I'm sorry, the school gave me your name but
I've forgotten it.

C.
It's Charlie. Charlie Simms.

Rossi:
How are you, Charlie?

E:
Fine, thanks.

Roossi: "

Right this way. You're available® for the whole week-
end?

C:
Uh, yeah.

Rossi:
Not going home for Thanksgiving?

C:

No.

Rossi:
Good. They put him in a veteran’s home, but he hated
it. So I told my dad that we’d take him. Before we go
in, do you mind my telling you a few things? Don’t sir
him. Don’t ask him too many questions. And if he

—22(8)) Learn English By Reading Original Works
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staggers ¥ a little when he gets up, don't pay any
attention. Charlie, I can tell right away you're the right
person for the job. And Uncle Frank’s going to like
you a lot too.

C:
Uh, where are you going to be this weekend?

Rossi:
Oh, we're driving to Albany. Donnie, my husband, has
family there.
(Rossi takes Charlie to Colonel Slade’s room. They
stop outside the house. There's a cat there. Rossi
speaks to the Colonel inside.)

Rossi:
You want Tommy in or out?

Colonel Slade (S for short):
Leave him out! He's chasing® that calico ® again.
From the trackhouses again.

Rossi:
Down deep, the man is a lump® of sugar.
(Rossi leaves Charlie alone. He steps into the room,
and greet the blind colonel there.)

(5
Sir?

Don’t call me sir.
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I'm sorry, [ mean Mister, sir.

Uh-oh, we got 2 moron® here, is that it?

No, Mister. Uh, that is, uh, Lieutenant ...

Lieutenant Colonel. Twenty-six years on the line, no-
body ever busted® me four grades before. Get in here,
idiot. Come a litte closer, I want to get a better look at
you. How's your skin, son?

My skin, sir?

Uh, for Christ’s sake ..

I'msorry, [ ...

Just call me Frank. Call me Mister Slade, call me
Colonel if you must, just don't call me sir.

Al right, Colonel.

Simms, Charles, senior. You're on student aid,
Simms?

Uh, yes I am.
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