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Blurb

This series of booklets is intended to give a brief
account of how China’s folk culture and learning about the
names of the 12 symbolic animals associated with a 12-
year cycle used to denote the year of a person’s birth has
come about.

Dealt with in this series of booklets are the origins of
the 12 symbolic animals, the fortune of a person as augured
by the animal-denoted year of birth as well as the traits of
these animals, the folkways, customs, literature and art,
sacrifice offerings to gods or ancestors and the practice of
divination. In addition, the reader can find at hand symbolic
animal-related terms, proverbs, old sayings, witty remarks,
couplets and riddles, famous epigrams, verses, ditties,
odesand songs, fictionand prose, fables, wisdom stories,
fairy tales, folk tales, and jokes full of humor. In particular,
the series is spiced with some 12-symbolic-animal-culture-

related anecdotes known to foreign and Chinese readers alike.
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Introductory Remarks on the Horse

Ranking the seventh in the 12 symbolic animals, the Horse
corresponds to “wu” of the 12 Earthly Branches.

Majestic and robust yet tame by nature, the Horse can gallop
over the fields as if soaring across the skies. It is capable of long-
distance journey under heavy burden and was the most effective
tool in ancient battles. Hence the indication of the national strength
and wealth as well as the symbol of the Chinese national spirit of

unending endeavors to conquer nature.
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fHRR /1
12-symbolic-animal cards
EHIHIE /18
12-symbolic-animal forum

¥H /18

The horse and the 12 symbolic animals

K#t /022
The horse and China’s folkways

T /43

Remarks on the folk culture of the horse

XE¥ZAK /60

The horse and literature and art
HHEHR /72
A glossary of the 12 symbolic animals

WiF /72
Horse terms
WiE /81

Horse idioms
BE#RE /107
Proverbs and common sayings about horse

BREWKE /17

Witty remarks about horse

A BB /125

Famous epigrams and poems about horse

BE /138

Horse couplets
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Horse riddles
wO% /a7
Horse tongue twisters
HHIFRARIE /151
Verses, ditties, odes, and songs about the 12 symbolic animals
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Verses, ditties, odes and songs

LK EEF /158

Folk songs and nursery rhymes
EHEE /160
Stories about the 12 symbolic animals
BEEWE /160
Fables
RERE /169

Proverbial stories

HAREENE /174
Philosophy and wisdom

EiE@E /180

Fairy tales

KEHE /185
Folk tales

B /193
Essay

BEME /205

Couplet stories

MY /206

Jokes and humor

BE%E /208

Anecdotes
EHBAE /215
A list of 12-symbolic-animal celebrities
Fig /223
Epilogue
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The 12 Symbolic Animals Are Real Fun
( A Nursery Rhyme )

The 12 symbolic animals are real fun,
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The little rat is elected No. 1,

Next comes the big ox followed by the tiger,
The hare’s seen to leap and the dragon to hover.
The horse and sheep are after the crawling snake,
Thin is the monkey, the fat cock in its wake.
Bowwow, bowwow, the dog barks and barks,

Cheering the hog on with his bark.
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10 22 34 46 58 70 82 94 106 118 130 142 154 166 178 190
202 214 226 238 250 262 274 286 298 310 322 334 346 358 370
382 394 406 418 430 442 454 466 478 490 502 514 526 538 550
562 574 586 598 610 622 634 646 658 670 682 694 706 718 730
742 754 766 778 790 802 814 826 838 850 862 874 886 898 910
922 934 946 958 970 982 994 1006 1018 1030 1042 1054 1066
1078 1090 1102 1114 1126 1138 1150 1162 1174 1186 1198 1210
1222 1234 1246 1258 1270 1282 1294 1306 1318 1330 1342 1354
1366 1378 1390 1402 1414 1426 1438 1450 1462 1474 1486 1498
1510 1522 1534 1546 1558 1570 1582 1594 1606 1618 1630 1642
1654 1666 1678 1690 1702 1714 1726 1738 1750 1762 1774 1786
1798 1810 1822 1834 1846 1858 1870 1882 1894 1906 1918 1930
1942 1954 1966 1978 1990 2002 2014 2026 2038 2050 2062 2074
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