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Introduction

On August 17, 1974, the former Minister of Education, Dr. Chiang Yen-shih, presideu over the celebra-
tions which marked the Library’s folkware display rooms’ opening to the general public. In his address
Dr. Chiang noted, “The Taiwan Branch Library in October 1973 went from a provincial library to a
national one. At that time I gave them my advice on how to administrate this branch library, including
the management of the library environment, the need for good reader services, and the need for a
systematic governing of the collection’s library materials, so that these things could be fully utilized
by the Library’s patrons. The exquisite pieces in the special collection would especially not be put to
one side for long periods of time, but rather they should always be displayed; there ought to also be a
scheduled availability of these pieces to specialists for research purposes.” The Library immediately
accepted these ideas. So in the past years we have been able to publish many catalogs and monographs
on our library’s collection as a part of our fine reader services. At the same time, the folk art in our
collection, after experts’ appraisals, were placed in rotating exhibits in order that everyone could be
able to view them. We also decided to publish illustrated catalogs in annual and volume editions for the
use of our readers; these would help promote the research documentation of scholars on Southeast
Asia.

The folk art in the Library’s collection date from the Ch’in and Han dynasties to the Republic. Totaling
more than 3,000 objects, they include artwork made of bronze, pottery, porcelain, jade, lacquerware,
and both carved bamboo and wood, among other mediums, and can be divided into ten general
categories. The majority of these objects were the everyday objects used by the peoples of China’s
southeastern provinces, as well as the things they brought with them when they traveled to other parts
of Southeast Asia. No one can fail to see in them our country’s long history and rich culture, and
how they make the Chinese people one of the foremost in the world. From the beginning there were
culture, organization, highmoral values, and freedom of belief in China—everything arose from this
harmonious atmosphere. Hence, the creations of this accomplished people which arise from thousands
of years’ living experience, and have been used for many generations are deeply cherished.

In this collection are 208 illustrations of objects dating from the Ming and Ch’ing dynasties and the
Republic of China. The making of this book—including the photography, publishing, writing of the
captions, and editing—took almost a year of painstaking work under the direction of the head of the
Library’s Service Promotion Department, Mr. Chang I-ting, with the assistance of both the Library’s
editor Mr. Huang Wen-hsin and secretary Mr. Chai Jen-lun. The translation of the text into English was
prepared by three editors at the National Museum of History, Mr. Huang Yeong-chuan, Ms. Min-ho
Hsu and Ms. Carolyn J. Phillips. Therefore, at the time of this catalog’s publication, I would like to
thank each of them for their hard work and dedication. If there are any errors in this book, your
criticisms will be most welcome.

Liu Ch’ang-po, Director
Taiwan Branch, National Central Library
June 1980
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| ERERSFTELAESE BEE:20549 =11 NS )
Blue and white covered plate with landscape design, Ch’ing dynasty Ching-teh ware.
D: 20.5cm H: 1lcm

2 HERBUMET ST OE 1822S &=:6.82% =275
Wooden juice-squeezer and green-glazed bowl with a lotus-leaf shape, Ch’ing dynasty.
D: 18cm H: 6.8cm H: 24.7cm



3FBFMHIRE O 5.7259 & 14.50%
Handled pot with black glaze, Ch’ing dynasty
D: 5.7cm H: 14.5cm

4 EBRBEBESTEADIEAAERE 14205
Hexagonal covered jar with figure and flower
design in underglaze blue, Ch’ing dynasty
Ching-teh ware H: 14.2cm




5HERERFTRLUARERE — F: 1345 & :12.64%
Pair of blue and white teapots with landscape design, Ch’ing-teh ware. H: 13cm H: 12.6cm




