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Is That for Real?

Do you believe everything you see?

If you do — beware. Hoaxers are everywhere! The word “hoax” is thought to come
from “hocus” in “hocus pocus”. This is a phrase used by magicians. Like a magician, a
hoaxer tries to make you see things that aren’t real.
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Notes

beware: be cautious; look out. ]y
#5(E %/ EK)
hoax: an act intended to deceive. #: %




A Great Hoaxer

Who was one of the greatest hoaxers of them all? P. T. Barnum! Phineas Taylor (P. T.)
Barnum travelled around America in the 1800s with his incredible circus, full of strange
exhibits. P. T. Barnum said that his exhibits were some of the weirdest things in the
world. Some people paid to see his hoaxes because they really believed them. Others
didn’t believe his hoaxes were true, but they paid to see them anyway.
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P. T. Barnum (1810—1891)
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Notes

circus: a travelling company that
performs entertainments. D %X, &
exhibit: something on display. &&
weird: strange. F1&4)




The Greatest Show on Earth

P. T. Barnum wanted everyone to know about his circus. He called it “The Greatest
Show on Earth”. His railway car always arrived in a town two weeks before the circus. The
outside of the railway car was painted with a picture of P. T. Barnum and some of the
exotic animals in his circus.
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Barnum called one of these animals, “the last mastodon on earth”. The animal was
really an elephant called Jumbo.
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xotic: something from outside the country; foreign. #
R SFEY

mastodon: a large mammal that died hundreds of years
of ago, similar to the etephant. L % (X AT3)40)

mermaid: a legendary sea creature having the head and
upper body of a woman and the tail of a fish. £A&_




A Giant Hoax

P. T. Barnum was always on the lookout for a good hoax. When he read
that a man called George Hull had “discovered” a giant, he offered Hull
$50,000 to buy it. Hull had spent a long time making this fake giant and then
burying it. He didn’t want to sell it. So Barnum decided to make his own giant.
He told the newspapers that Hull’s giant was the fake and his was the real one.
A double hoax!
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Digging up George Hull's giant, October 1869
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fake: something that is made to trick people (%39
thinking it is genuine, but itis not. & F # i
Ay double twice. il‘i'é’l r’ﬂ—'—



Hull’s Giant

Head, from top to
R chin: 53 cm
BHREIBA L8, MARSET
B 53&#

Nose length: 15cm

BIKE. 5@k This must be a chip

off the old block.
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Arm length: 1.46m
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Second finger: 20cm k"""‘.;_
BEKE: 208K N\ \

Shoe size: 28
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Foot length: 53cm
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= Fooling Around

P! Warning. Warning. Hoax zone ahead. Watch out for
' those tricksters...

If someone asks you to buy a can of striped paint, a bucket of steam,
elbow grease or a left-handed hammer, check the date on your calendar.

It's probably the 1st of April — April Fool’s Day.
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Notes
elbow greasé: physical work or efforts.
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it —‘h—"\ calendar: a list showing the days and

months of the year. H /i
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Grow Your Own Spaghetti

On April Fool’s Day in 1957, an English TV program showed Swiss farmers picking
spaghetti from trees. Hundreds of people called the TV station and asked how to grow
spaghetti trees. They were told to “place a sprig of spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce
and hope for the best”.

Because spaghetti was an exotic food in England at that time, many people didn’t
know where it came from. They believed that it could grow on trees!
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Notes

spaghetti: a type of Italian noodle. &
KA Xdm @ &

sprig: a small piece of a plant with its
leaves. #4, #ivt




