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About the Composer

Gong Xiaoting is one of the most promising young composers in present-day China.At an
early age, she began to study music with her father, Gong Yaonian, a renowned Chinese compos-
er.She entered the Middle School Attached to the Central Conservatory of Music in 1985, and was
admitted to the Composition Department of the Conservatory in 1988. After getting her M. A.in
1995, she joined the faculty of the Composition Deparment of the Conservatory .

Gong Xiaoting has composed music of diverse forms, in cluding art songs, mixed choruses,
piano suites, chamber and symphonic music.Her prodigious talent is fully revealed in these com-
positions.

Gong Xiaoting has been a frequent prize-winning composer since 1990.The compositions ,
such as "I Wish I Were a Snowflake" (for solo soprano) , "Sketches of Circus" (a piano suite) ,
"Circle and Predestined Feelings" (chamber music)have won for her prizes in composition compe-
titions held in Beijing, Taiwan and the United States.In 1999, she won the highest award in the
music category in the Public Appraisal of Literary and Artistic Works of Excellence in Celebration
of the 50th Anniversary of the Founding of the People’ s Republic of China.In addition, she has
published articles and compositions in various national-level professional journals.

Gong Xiaoting is a young composer active in the present-day music world . Her compositions,
like " Bamboo Moon" (for Chinese instruments) and " Floating Umbrellas" (an orchestral piece) ,
have been staged frequently in Beijing, Hong Kong, Seoul , New York and elsewhere . In 1999, as a
young commissioned composer, she composed music for the widely acclaimed " Recital of Famous
Tang and Song Poems Accompanied by Music" .In 1999 and 2000, her " Six Impromptus—After
Poems by Dai Wangshu" and " Leaves and the Fish" were staged in the Chinese and Korean Con-
temporary Music Festival .

Gong Xiaoting has a profound understanding of traditional Chinese culture, and her music is
rich in cultural significance . According to some experts, Gong Xiaoting’ s music is " new, but not
odd , beautiful , but not vulgar" ,and represents a new style of contemporary Chinese music . Owing to
her outstanding accomplishments, Gong Xiaoting was featured by leading music media in Beijing,
such as China Radio Intemnational , China National Radio and Beijing Music Radio.
 In 1998, her album "Circle and Predestined Feelings" was released by China Record Corpora-
tion. In 1999, she published a selection of piano works entitled "Five Paintings in Light Color" . Many
of her compositions are preserved as teaching materials by the Central Conservatory of Music.As a
young composer who has scored great successes in the field of serious music, she has drawn attention
from important media, such as "People’s Daily" , "Chinese Epoch","CCTV".
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Preface

Over the past fifty years since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, piano art has
made brilliant achievements in playing, teaching and composition. Veteran composers have com-
posed numerous piano works with a distinctly Chinese style, thus laying the foundation for the
Chinese piano school.In the meantime, composers of the younger generation are also exploring
new possibilities for musical expression, and have composed piano pieces characteristic of the
times . Gong Xiaoting is one of them.The publication of her selected piano works adds a bunch of
flowers to the piano literature . The highly refined pieces in this selection, which are arranged in
an order from the easy to the difficult,and in which national style and Zeitgeist are combined, are
excellent teaching materials badly needed in China.They will also prove a useful addition to the
stock of teaching materials at our Conservatory . As a matter of fact, some pieces have long been
adopted by piano teachers and are well received by students.

The piano pieces in this selection are in diverse styles and genres.Some are exquisite and
lyrical, while others are charming or colorful, brimming with fervor and inspiration. Like a rich
array of pictures, these piano pieces are a real artistic treat.

Gong Xiaoting’ s piano works have achieved advanced levels in view of compositional
methods as well as piano techniques.They are highly enjoyable and playable . According to some
experts, her style is new but not odd, beautiful but not vulgar, modem but imbedded in tradi-
tion. Gong Xiaoting” s compositions have exerted a widespread influence at home and
abroad . Especially of note is the piano suite “Five Paintings in Light Color”, which won the
highest award in the musical category in the Beijing Public Appraisal of Literary and Artistic
Works of Excellence in Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding of the People’ s
Republic of China.

Pianists and teachers should undertake the unshirkable obligation to encourage and spread
piano music by Chinese composers. I sincerely hope that Gong Xiaoting will continue to make her
best exertions, and through her innovations and explorations, compose more piano works of ex-

cellence .

Zhou Guangren
January, 2001
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