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To My Fellow Friends:

Jane: "How long do you think it will take us to travel around China?"

John: "Maybe one year | think."

When Jane and | first set foot on the land of China, we didn’ t expect
such a fantastic journey we would have. In this journey, we have for the first
time in our life got in touch with this mysterious ancient country and were
surprised by the Creator’s wonders. Have you ever imagined that:

One day you could enter the Forbidden City—the past ruling center of
this oriental empire? One day you could stand in the museum of Terracotta
Warriors and Horses where resounded with the roars of armies? One day you
could look up to the Giant Buddha in Leshan to listen to the Zen’s essence?
One day you could make a pilgrimage to the snow mountain of Shangri-la,
worshipping that sacred land there? One day you could visit the sages’
native place, seeking the wisdom thousands of years ago? Or you could one
day boat on the West Lake, savoring the charm of Kunqu Opera and the taste
of green tea?

Time was flying. When we stopped our journey, we found we were so
unwilling to part with this miraculous land. We wish we could revisit it some
day to realize our dream of continuing this journey.

Jane: “Do you believe we could come back?”

John: “Absolutely. And we will never leave then.”
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The First Journey to China
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Stop 1
When in Rome Do as the Romans Do

A 2 a1 AR

ﬂ) Travel Jeumeal

As the old saying goes, when in Rome do as the Romans do. Jane and I have made
some observations about the local life: We have not seen one overweight Chinese,
despite the quantities of rice and noodles they consume. A diet quite different from that
in America may account for part of their slimness. There are very few fast food
restaurants, and only one on campus. In addition to rice, noodles and something like
bread, the university cafeterias and local restaurants serve vegetables, fruit, fish, meat,
eggs in all sizes from all sorts of fowl, tofu, soups, and a few other items that we haven’
t identified yet.

We have wondered at the bounty of ripe-right-now strawberries and pineapples
that have come to the street carts and fruit stalls the past two weeks. The berries are
dizzyingly fragrant and deliciously colorful. We no longer store food for future days.
Now I understand why the Chinese don’t need gargantuan refrigerators.
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At the Airport

Mary and Professor Wang went to meet two foreign teachers from America at

the airport. At the moment a foreign couple came over and Mary went to greet them.
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Mary: Excuse me, but are you Mr. and S5 :

Mrs. Smith from America?

John: Yes, I am John Smith but please #J%i:

call me John and this is my wife,
Jane.

Mary: OK. How are you? I am Ma Li Sfiii:

of the Foreign Affairs Office. Al-
low me to introduce Professor
Wang, dean of School of Foreign
Languages in our university. He
has come to meet you specially.
(To Wang) This is John from
America and this is John’ s wife,

Jane.

John: Nice to meet you, Professor ZJi:

Wang.

Jane: Glad to meet you. . Bk
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Wang: Nice to meet you, too. Let me ex-

tend our warm welcome to you.
We have been looking forward to

your visit.

John: Thank you. It’ s a pleasure to

have an opportunity to come to
your university.

Mary: The pleasure’ s all ours. Well, I

John:

think you must be tired after fly-
ing for so many hours.

Oh, no, we are not tired at all.
The service in the plane was ex-
cellent and we had a very com-
fortable and pleasant journey.

Wang: 1’ m very glad to hear that. Shall

John:

we go to the apartments that our
university provides for foreign
teachers while chatting?

OK.
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In the Apartments for Foreign Teachers

In the apartment for John and Jane, Mary showed them around.
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Mary: Jane, John, that red building is

John:

the apartments for foreign teach-
ers in our university. Now let me
show you the way.

Thank you.
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Mary:

You are welcome.

(In the apartment provided for Jane and

John)

Mary:

Jane:

Mary:

Jane:

Mary:

Jane:

Mary:

Jane:

Jane:

Mary:

This is the sitting room.

It’s a big bright room.

That’ s the bedroom door on the
left.

Fine. What a nice bedroom!

The toilet is over there. And here’ s
the wardrobe. Ring me if you
need anything else.

I see, thank you very much.

And this is your own kitchen.
You can cook what you like by
yourself. Besides, there is a din-
ing room on the first floor of this
building. Breakfast is at 7:00-9:
00a.m., lunch at 11:00a.m.-1:00p.
m. and supper at 5:00-7:00p.m.
There is a public reading room
on the same floor. There are
newspapers and magazines there.
Excellent.

: You probably need a good rest af-

ter the long journey, so I’ 1l go
Now.

Oh, no hurry.

I think I’ d better go. Here are
the room keys. Your luggage will
be sent up right away.
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Jane:

Many thanks.

BYE.

ZWIRT .
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Invitation to Dinner

The next morning Mary made a call to invite John and Jane to the welcome

dinner specially held for them instead of Professor Wang.
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Mary: Good morning, is that John? I
am Mary.

John: Yes, this is John. Good Morning,
Mary.

Mary: Did you have a good rest?

John: Yes, thank you.

Mary: Are you busy this evening?

John: No, we are not.

Mary: Well, Professor Wang has asked
me to invite you to dinner at 7 o’
clock this evening. I hope you’ 1l
join us.

John: It’s nice of Professor Wang to in-
vite us. We’d be delighted.

Mary: Great. I will pick you up at the
door of your apartment at 6:30,
OK?

John: Good. See you this evening then. .
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John:

Wang:

John:

Wang:

John:

Wang:

John:

Wang:

John:

John:

Wang:
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At the Welcome Dinner

At the table Professor Wang recommended a local specialty to John.
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It’ s very kind of you to have in-
vited us.

It’s a pleasure to have you here.
People have always told me the
Chinese are very hospitable. Now
I’ ve seen it with my own eyes.
Would you like to use chopsticks
or knife and fork?

I think I’ 1l try chopsticks and see
if I can manage.

Very well. Would you like wine
or spirits? We have Great Wall
wine and Moutai spirits.

I’ m told that Chinese liquor is
very strong. Isn’t it?

Yes, but Moutai doesn’ t go to
the head. Would you like to try it?
[’ try a little.

: Let’ s drink to our friendship and

to your health.

Thank you, Professor Wang. Let’
s drink to our friendship, to your
health and also to the health of
all present.

Now let’ s try the food. This is
braised sea-cucumber.
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John:

Wang:

John:

Wang:

John:

John:

Wang:

John:

Wang:

John:

Wang:

Very savory. Chinese cooking is
famous all over the world, just
like Chinese wine.

Help yourself to the crispy roast
duck. Have it while it’ s piping hot.
Amazing. It’ s tender inside and
crisp outside. Do you know how
it is cooked?

Steamed it with various herbs
and spices and then fried it in
lard to crisp it. Have some of the
sweet and sour fish, please.

It’s appetizing and tasty.

: Would you like to try some fruit?

These are Hami melons, the vari-
ety of muskmelon grown in the
Xinjiang Weiwuer Autonomous
Region.

Good. It’ s sweet and juicy. I must
say it is a very lovely meal.

I’ m glad you enjoyed it.

I’ m afraid it’ s getting late. 1
must be going. Thank you for
your hospitality.

Thank you for coming.

Good night.

Good night.
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