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Synopsis

The soul of a Chinese garden lies in its poetic symbolism and pictorial charm. The picturesque scenery is embedded with
philosophical references. This book is the masterful culmination of Professor Chen Congzhou’s lifelong research on Chinese
gardens. Divided into ten sections, Chen gives us an in-depth and detailed analysis of the different garden styles in the northern
and southern parts of China. The elegant simple language coupled with beautiful pictures of the classical Chinese gardens

brings readers into a world of fascinating scenery with deep cultural connotations.
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The soul of a Chinese garden lies in its poetic symbolism and pictorial charm. The picturesque scenery is
embedded with philosophical references. This book is the masterful culmination of Professor Chen Congzhou’s lifelong
research on Chinese gardens. Divided into ten sections, Chen gives us an in-depth and detailed analysis of the
different garden styles in the northern and southern parts of China. The elegant simple language coupled with
beautiful pictures of the classical Chinese gardens brings readers into a world of fascinating scenery with deep
cultural connotations.
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Chen Congzhou (Photo taken by Xu Fusheng in the early 1990s)
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. An interest in a garden grows with daily visits

IT. One gazes leisurely at the West Hill over wine
—The Summer Palace

IIl. Miniaturized heaven and land lie in your arms
—The Imperial Mountain Resort

IV. Water and stones in a garden stir emotions
—Shihu Garden

V. Green willows bring the spring into two gardens
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VI. A small garden with pavilions is of lasting interest
—Wangshi Garden

VI. A deep garden stretches into infinity
—Liuyuan Garden

VIl. Artificial deep valleys and clear streams become real
—Huanxiu Mountain Resort

IX. Clear moonlight is tangible only in Yangzhou
—Gardens in Yangzhou

X. Elegance arises from principles not stereotypes
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Borrowing the scenery from Yuquan Hill
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A path through the moon gate under moonlight
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The Summer Palace

The Summer Palace used to be a
summer resort for Empress Dowager
Cixi. It looks magnificently alluring
in summer when lotus flowers are
in full blossom against the blue sky,
yellow tiles and red walls.
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Shihua Boat in Cuijing Garden of
Prince Gong’s Palace

Prince Gong’s Palace in Beijing is
the best preserved imperial garden in
China, where buildings feature solemn
and magnificent architectural styles,
demonstrating a masterpiece among
classical gardens in the north of China.
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The White Pagoda in Beihai Park




