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CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

I am very pleased to hear Director Mr Zhang Renyuan, a Chinese
friend of mine,will‘ publish a book, named“ CHINESE FIRSTNAMES STO-
RY”.It is a great honor for me to have this chance to deliver my hearty
congratulations and some personal opinions .

As a saying goes, “ All the branches have the same root.” Where there |
is sea water, there are Chinese and Chinese culture . All of the overseas Chi-
nese come from China Mainland sooner or later. We know our root is in
central China. And we take great pride in our nation’s 5, 000-year-long
history. All Chinese are the descendants of Emperor Yan and Emperor
Huang . Each of us has a particular firstname passed from our ancestors. So
wherever we go,we always remember our ancestors and can tell our fellow
countrymen from others. This is due to the firstname culture.

Human Beings have thoughts and are used to living together. When we
are far away from home for a long time, we will be very nostalgic and go
back to seek roots. It is absolutely right for overseas Chinese . Therefore,
where there are Chinese, there are plenty of organizations distinguished by

different places, blood-links and so on.They especially emphasize on Chi-
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nese culture,so as to improve the national unity and share the common feel-
ing of seeking roots. Through economical and cultural activities, they ex-
change information, do some mutual-benefit co-operations and obtain com-
mon interests . In order to make more efforts for the promotion of the world’
s prosperity and development, social peacefulness, national harmony and to
make the Chinese society herself more peaceful , except through some politi-
cal,economical and diplomatic ways the more important method to realize
the peace, unity, friendship, progress of the world is to emphasize Chinese
traditional culture blood-link relationship, enhance the national identifica-
tion and make people unite and love each other.

Chinese people makes up one fifth of the world’ s whole population . To
learn Chinese well, never forget our root, remember our past honors, inherit
and develop the wisdom of our formers is the great active power for us over-
seas Chinese in 21th century.I hope this book will be a feeling link among
all the overseas Chinese, connecting the ancients, the contemporaries and
the later generations.

May its publication successful !

PERMANENT SECRETARY
SENATOR
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