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The Series of “English—Chinese
. Summaries of Western Classics”

General Preface

The more ancient origins of European culture are in Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Persia,
and thus the expressions “western culture” and “western classics” are debatable. However,
as far as literature and thought are concerned, the tradition of ancient Greece forms a deci—
sive new beginning in the intellectual history of mankind. Thus this series starts with Homer
and from there follows the long stream of European classics. The purpose of the collection is
to provide basic knowledge about some important classical works and about their authors. Of
course, a simple summary of the contents of a classic is not enough, it would also be neces—
sary to assess the position and influence of each work in the history of literature and thought,
to offer analysis and possible interpretations, and to add a short bibliography of the studies
on each of the classics. However, this exceeds the scope of this series.

European culture and the intellectual history of the West should be understood as a
whole. This implies that we should be acquainted with the scholars of every period and with
the continuity that links earlier and later works. A more wholistic approach will also pay at-
tention to different fields of knowledge, because many authors may use poetry to express
philosophical ideas or combine myth and history. Thus literature, history, philosophy, law,
and religion are intertwined in many of the classical writings. For example, Augustine’s The
City of God discusses questions of history, ethics, politics, mythology, religious faith, and
hermeneutical questions.

This series is divided into five volumes: “100 Classics of Ancient Greece and Rome”
(800 BC—150 AD), “100 Classics of Late Antiquity” (150—650 AD), “100 Classics of the
Middle Ages” (650—1450 AD), “100 Classics of Renaissance and Baroque” (1450—
1750), “100 Classics of the Modern Age” (1750—1950). Each volume is designed as an in—
dependent collection and thus has an index which contains the original names of the authors,

important works and ideas, and the English and Chinese transcriptions. The classical works



chosen in this series are mainly taken from the areas of literature, history, philosophy, law,
and religion, but there are also some famous scientific works and encyclopedic collections.
Preference was given to those works who present a complete narrative, thus collections of
fragments, poems, letters, and speeches have been somewhat neglected. Some important au—
thors may not be mentioned in the text, but they appear in the index. Since this series pays
special attention to the original languages of the classics, the Chinese text uses the ABC for
western personal names, place names, and book titles. “Proper names are generally not
transliterated into Chinese, except for commonly used translations. Take for example the dif-
ferent Chinese translations for the hero Achilles in Homer’s epic, it will be hard to choose
between ‘A-ka-liu-si’, ‘A—ji-liu-si’, ‘A-xi-liu’, ‘A—xi-li’ and many other different
translations. Thus we do not use any of these transliterations and keep the original way of
writing.” (Luo Niansheng, Classical Greek—Chinese Dictionary, Shangwu, 2004, preface). The

Chinese transliterations of western names can be found in the index.

May this series help the reader to better understand and enjoy the height, depth, and

width of western literature and thought!

Leopold Leeb, Beijing 2009
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Preface

The earliest Greek poets whose works have been preserved lived around 750 BC. In the
5th century BC Greek literature reached a marvelous climax, and the Greek alphabet, Greek
literature and thought spread to many regions of the Mediterranean world. The conquests of
Alexander the Great inaugurated the age of Hellenism, and the scholars of that period began
to edit, analyze and interpret the works of the earlier periods. To a large extent Latin litera—
ture was shaped and inspired by Greek texts. Many Roman authors studied in Greece and
knew Greek well. Cicero discusses Greek orators and Greek philosophical schools. Virgil de—
velops Homer’s works from a new perspective. This may show the complicated relationship
between the Greek and Roman literary traditions. The “Classical Period of Greek literature”
(480 BC to 320 BC) was rather short, and also the “Golden Age of Latin Literature” (100
BC to 20 AD) came to an early end. However, after the death of emperor Augustus Greek
and Latin authors continued to create immortal masterpieces. The one classic that probably
most deeply influenced Western literature, thought, and fine arts, is the Bible. The New Tes—
tament took shape in the second half of the 1st century AD. Therefore we may say that
around the year 150 AD the foundational classics of Western literature, historiography, phi-
losophy, and religion were complete, and all later poetry, historiography, and philosophical
inquiry was to be based on this foundation.

This volume entitled “100 Classics of Ancient Greece and Rome” can only present out—



lines of the most important authors and their works. It is a regrettable necessity that many
authors must be neglected. Wherever possible the summaries are based on a study of the o-
riginal works. The German and English reference books that have been consulted are mainly
the following: Herwig Goergemanns, ed., Die griechische Literasur in Text und Darstellung,
(5 vols.), Reclam, Stuttgart 1998; M. v. Albrecht, ed., Die roemische Literatur in Text und
Darstellung, (5 vols.), Reclam, 1991; Rainer Nickel, Lexikon der ansiken Literatur, Patmos
1999; Kindlers Literaturlexikon (12 vols. ), Kindlers Verlag, Zuerich 1970; Hornblower,
Spawforth, ed. The Oxford Classical Dictionary, 1996; Howatson, Chilvers, ed., Oxford Dic—
tionary of Classical Literature, 1993.

As to the transcription of Greek names, the Latin transcription is used instead of the
Greek alphabet. Greek vowels are divided into short and long ones, and so the macron signi~
fies the long “e” (eta) and the long “o” (omega). In the English text the common English
transcription is used (for example “Homer”), but in Greek texts the writing would be
“Homeros”, and in the Latin texts it would be “Homerus”. Thus in order to enhance the aca—
demic value of this collection, we used the original spelling in the Chinese text (for example
“Homeros” if it is a Greek text, and “Homerus” if it is a Latin text). As a general rule, the
difference between the Greek and Latin spelling is very small, often it is just the ending “—
0s” instead of the ending “~us”, or the Greek “k” instead of the Latin “c”. Maybe the
“Latin-Greek—English-Chinese Index” at the end of the book can clarify these questions.

I would like to thank Miss Xing Huang, Mr. Lin Zhao and Mr. David Sittley for helping
me to improve the Chinese and English manuscripts. I also thank the editors of the World

Publishing Corporation for their excellent cooperation and support.

May this book induce more people to learn the ancient languages (classical Greek and
Latin) and in a next step inspire them to read the original works, this would be the best re—
ward for my humble efforts.

Leopold Leeb, Beijing 2009
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