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Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Chapter 4
An Evening in Uncle Tom’s Cabin

The cabin of Uncle Tom was a small log building,
close adjoining to “the house,” as the negro-par
excellence designates his master’s dwelling®. In front it
had a neat garden-patch, where,every summer,
strawberries, raspberries, and a variety of fruits and

vegetables, flourished® under careful tending.

Let us enter the dwelling. The evening meal at the
house is over, and Aunt Chloe, who presided over its
preparation as head cook, has left to inferior officers in the
kitchen the business of clearing away and washing dishes,
and come out into her own snug territories?, to  “get her
old man’s supper”’; therefore, doubt not that it is her you

see by the fire.

A table, somewhat rheumatic® in its limbs, was drawn
out in front of the fire, and covered with a cloth,
displaying cups and saucers of a decidedly brilliant ®
pattern, with other symptoms of an approaching meal.

At this table was seated Uncle Tom, Mr.. Shelby’s best

hand, who, as he is to be the hero of our story, we must

o
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daguerreotype for our readers.

He was a large, broad-chested,powerfully-made man,
of a full glossy black, and a face whose truly African
features were characterized by an expression of grave® and
steady good sense, united with much kindliness and
benevolence®. )

There was something about his whole air self-
respecting and dignified,yet united with a confiding and

" humble simplicity®.

He was very busily intent at this moment on a slate
lying before him,on which he was carefully and slowly
endeavoring to accomplish a copy of some letters, in
which operation he was overlooked by young Mas’
George, a smart, bright boy of thirteen, who appeared
fully to realize the dignity of his position as instructor.

“Not that way, Uncle Tom,—not that way,” said he,
bridkly,as Uncle Tom laboriously brought up the tail of
his g the wrong side out; “that makes a g, you see.”

“La sakes,how, does it?” said Uncle Tom, looking
with a respectful,admiring air, as his young teacher
flourishingly scrawled q’s and g’s innumerable for his ed-
ification®; and then, taking the pencil in his big, heavy

fingers, he patiently recommenced.

George, who was a bright boy, and well trained in
religious® things by his mother, finding himself an object

(4 ) Learn English By Reading Original Works
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of general admiration,threw in expositions of his own,
from time to time, with a commendable seriousness® and
gravity, for which he was admired by the young and
blessed by the old; and it was agreed, on all hands, that “a
minister couldn ‘t lay it off better than he did; that’t was
really ‘mazin’! ”

Uncle Tom was a sort of patriarch @ in religious
matters, in the neighborhood. Having, naturally, an
organization in which the morale was strongly
predominant ® | together with a greater breadth and
cultivation of mind than obtained among his companions,
he was looked up to with great respect, as a sort of
minister among them;and the simple, hearty, sincere style
of his exhortations might have edified even better
educated persons. But it was in prayer that he especially
excelled. Nothing could exceed the touching simplicity,
thechildlike earnestness, of his prayer, enriched with the
language of Scripture, which seemed so entirely to have
wrought® itself into his being, as to have become a part of
himself, and to drop from his lips unconsciously; in the
language of a pious old negro, he “prayed right up.” And
so much did his prayer always work on the devotional
feelings of his audiences, that there seemed often a danger
that it would be lost altogether in the abundance of the
responses which broke out everywhere around him.

While this scene was passing in the cabin of the
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man, one quite otherwise passed in the halls of the
master.

The trader® and Mr. Shélby were seated together in
the dining room afore-named, at a table covered with
papers and writing utensils®.

Mr. Shelby was busy in counting some bundles of
bills, which,as they were counted, he pushed over to the
trader, who counted them likewise.

“All fair,” said the trader; “and now for signing these

yer.®”
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Chapter 9
In Which It Appears That a
Senator Is But a Man

The light of the cheerful fire shone on the rug and
carpet a cosey parlor®, and glittered on the sides of the
tea-cups and well-brightened tea-pot, as Senator Bird was
drawing off his boots,preparatory to inserting his feet in a
pair of new handsome slippers,which his wife had been

working for him while away on his senatorial® tour.

“Well; but is it true that they have been passing a law
forbidding people to give meat and drink to those poor
colored folks that come along? I heard they were talking
of some such law,but I didn’t think any Christian
lc:gislature® would pass it! ”

“Why, Mary, you are getting to be a politician®, all at
once.”

“No, nonsense! I wouldn’t give a tip for all your
politics,generally, but I think this is something downright
cruel and unchristian. I hope, my dear, no such law has
been passed.”

“There has been a law passed forbidding people to
help off the slaves that come over from Kentucky, my
dear; so much of that thing has been done by these
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reckless Abolitionists, that our brethren in Kentucky are
very strongly excited, and it seems necessary, and no more
than Christian and kind, that sdmething should be done
by our state to quiet the excitement.”

“And what is the law? It doesn’t forbid us to shelter
those poor creatures a night, does it, and to give’em
something comfortable to eat, and a few old clothes, and
send them quietly about their business?”

“Why, yes, my dear; that would be aiding and
abetting, you know.”

“Q, nonsense, John! You can talk all night, but you
wouldn’t do it. I put it to you, John,—would you now
turn away a poor;shivexing, hungry creature from your
door, because he was a runaway? —Would you, now?”

Now, if the truth must be told, our senator® had the
midfortune to be a man who had a particularly humane®
and accessible nature,and turning away anybody that was
in trouble never had been his forte®: and what was worse
for him in this particular pinch of the argument was, that
his wife knew it, and, of course was making an assault® on
rather an indefensible® point. So he had recourse to the
usual means of gaining time for such cases made and

provided; he said “ahem,” and coughed several times,

took out his pocket-handkerchief,and began to wipe his

glasses. Mrs. Bird, seeing the defenceless condition of the




