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Unit 1

Passage 1

University of Southampton

Vocabulary Tips

civic a. IKTHH encompass v. {45

- advisory a. %I forge v. KB

- vibrant . HIE M bustling a. E 124 R AY
marina n. (FAA/DMER) Bk spontaneous a. H X
 affordable a. fi 4B offset v.

General Introduction

The University of Southampton is a forward-thinking university with a diverse
student population. Its main Highfield campus is located two miles from the center of
Southampton, with other sites spreading across Southampton and Winchester. Originally
founded in 1862 as the Hartley Institute, Southampton University has grown into a large
civic university with over 24,000 undergraduate and postgraduate students and 5,000
staffs,

An International Culture

Students joining Southampton University from other countries will find that there is a
multicultural feel to Southampton and the university. There are societies, clubs, and
groups to support many cultures and nationalities as well as many places of religious
activity and worship. Art, culture, leisure, recreational and sporting activities and events
cover a wide range of interests. A wide range of shopping facilities include food shops and
stocking ingredients from around the globe. Students here can take part in a variety of

social and leisure activities.
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Academic Research

Southampton University is one of the top 10 research universities in the UK and has
achieved consistently high scores for its teaching and learning activities, The experts in
this university regularly pioneer new approaches and techniques relevant to the world
today. Some of these have evolved into world-leading research centers and institutes. The
university has over 40 research centers and institutes grouped into the three faculties listed
below:

Faculty of Engineering , Science and Mathematics

Faculty of Law, Arts and Social Sciences

Faculty of Medicine, Health and Life Sciences

The discipline base in the university is broad, encompassing all the major academic
subjects. But the university also has an unique commitment to innovation, which is
evidenced both in its outstanding research and scholarship at the leading edge, and also in
its ability to pioneer new approaches and techniques relevant to the world today.

Scholarships

A wide range of scholarships are available to aid the students’ studies at Southampton
University. The university offers a large number of scholarships for individual courses and
there are several agencies offering funds to help study in the UK.

Most scholarships are awarded on the basis of academic merit and all are competitive.
1f the student is serious about his desire to study with a scholarship, he should investigate
all scholarships open to him and put in a strong application for each one.

Accommodation

During the first year, the students will be getting used to the new environment,
making new friends and adapting to university life. The university wants the transition to
be as smooth as possible for the students. Hall life is likely to be a central part of the
students’ university experience and a variety of safe, secure, well-appointed and
professionally managed accommodation with a full range of complementary services to suit
differing needs and priorities is to be provided to them.

All new international undergraduate students from outside EU (except those bringing
their partners or dependents) are guaranteed the offer of a room in a University Residence

for the full duration of their course. The Accommodation Office works all year round to

2
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find lodgings, flats and houses for students to rent. There is a free and confidential
advisory service covering general housing matters, tenancy law and other related issues.

Southampton has a good supply of private rented properties within walking distance of
all the campus sites, many of which are owned by landlords who have a long-standing
relationship with the university. A comprehensive bus service links the university
campuses and the areas of the city where students tend to live.

Neighborhood

The university recognizes that, as a large organization, occupying a number of sites
and with many thousands of staffs and students, it will have a significant impact upon its
local neighborhood. It is committed to acting as a good neighbor and ensuring that as far
as possible its activities are undertaken with due consideration for local residents.

Southampton is one of the safest cities in the UK in which to live, work and study and
the university wants to keep it that way. The relationship between the university and the
residents in the local neighborhood is very important and the university is trying to
maintain close links with local residents associations, community groups, the police and
other agencies all the time.

Southampton University Students’ Union works hard to forge relationships with the
local community. Many students make a valuable contribution to the local community,
through volunteering projects. Though, with such a very large number of students living
in the locality, there is sometimes a small minority who are less than considerate towards
their neighbors.

Southampton City

Southampton University is located in Southampton city, which is one of the most
lively and dynamic cities in the south of England. It offers a vibrant and varied nightlife,
numerous leisure facilities, superb heritage attractions, bustling marinas, beautiful parks
and great places to eat and drink. There is something for everyone and Southampton is the
perfect blend of old and new.

Southampton is one of the UK’'s greenest cities with several large parks situated
throughout the center. Four of Southampton University campuses are next to
Southampton Common—326 acres of managed woodland—perfect for walking, jogging or

a spontaneous game of football.
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Southampton is an affordable place to go out in and was placed as the 3rd “best value
student city” in the UK by the Royal Bank of Scotland Student Living Index, 2004. The
survey looked at the average weekly expenditure of living and accommodation costs
throughout 21 cities in the UK. Southampton was praised for being “cost effective, with
income from part-time work largely offsetting day-to-day student living costs”;

Southampton is really a great place to live in—there’s a huge choice of things to do

and places to live in. (950 words)

Exercises

Without referring back to the reading article, do the following tasks.

1. Fill in the blanks with the information you obtained from the reading.

1. Thereis a student population in the University of Southampton, whose main
Highfield campus is _ two miles from the center of Southampton.

2. In addition to the broad discipline base, the university also has an unique commitment
to » which is shown not only in its research and scholarship at the
leading edge, but also in its ability to pioneer new approaches and techniques
to the world today.

3. A wide range of are offered for individual courses, most of which are awarded

on the basis of merit and all are

. Decide whether the following statements are true (T), or false (F).

4. Southampton University was founded in 1862, when it was named Hartley Institute,
( )

5. Students from other countries find that there is a multicultural feel to the university,
and they can take part in a variety of social and leisure activities., ( )

6. If the student is serious about his desire to study with a scholarship, he should know all

scholarships available, and can get them with ease. ( )

L. Choose only one correct answer from the four options given.

7. According to the passage, what will the students do during the first year?
4
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A. Get used to the new environment. B. Make new friends.
C. Adjust to university life. D. All of the above.
8. The university provides the students with a variety of safe, secure, well-appointed and

professionally managed accommodation with a full range of complementary services to

A. guarantee the offer of a room B. find lodgings and flats
C. cater for different needs and priorities D. cover general housing matters
9. What is the university’s attitude towards local residents?
A. Considerate. B. Negative, ~ C. Indifferent. D. Cautious.
10. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE about Southampton city?
A. It is one of the most lively and dynamic cities in the south of England.
B. It has an area of 326 acres of 3 managed woodland.
C. It is the perfect combination of old and new.
D. It is one of the UK’s greenest cities with several large parks situated throughout

the center.

Passage 2

How Do U. S. Colleges & Universities

Evaluate Foreign Transcripts

Vocabulary Tips

transcript n. ¥4 HESRE B selective a. 4H.0>¥kiE R
chronological a. #:4E A I HEF /Y credential n. EfF; PEH%
syllabus n. IR XY autonomy z. B (F)

Since educational systems vary from country to country, there are many challenges in
understanding what educational records to submit when applying to a U.S. college or
university and how they are evaluated.

“What should I submit?”

International students usually submit transcripts when they apply for admission to a

5
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U.S. college or university. Most U. S. schools want official transcripts, which generally
means that transcripts must be sent directly to the U. S. school from the foreign school or
exam board. In some cases, the U.S. school may accept original copies hand-carried by
the student. A transcript shows courses, grades or exam marks, years of attendance, and
the title of the diploma earned, if any. It usually contains signatures or seals. Students
who have only completed high school or secondary school should have the transcripts of
their high school or secondary school courses sent, as well as any final exam marks that
demonstrate completion of the secondary level; in some cases transcripts of completed
upper/higher secondary courses/exams are appropriate. Students who have completed
some courses or a degree at a university should send those transcripts, and may also be
asked to send secondary school transcripts as well. In most cases, U. S. schools want the
transcript in the original language, but may also ask for a translation. Remember, most
U. S. schools want these transcripts directly from the issuing school or exam board, rather
than the student’s personal copy.

U. S. schools use transcripts for two purposes. The first purpose is to determine
admission. The admission officer will look at the level of the previous education, the type
of preparation, and the quality of the achievement in order to make an admission decision.
Some schools are very selective; other schools are more flexible.

The second purpose is to determine if the student should receive advanced standing at
the U.S. school. Another phrase for advanced standing is “transfer credit”. It means that
the U, S. college or university may accept previous coursework completed in the home
country as meeting some of the requirements at the U.S. school. For example, some
U. S, schools may accept “A” level exams as equivalent to some first year courses so that
the international student does not have to repeat them. Some U. S, colleges and
universities will tell a student whether or not he/she has any advanced standing or transfer
credit in their letter of admission; others may wait until the student arrives in the U. S.

In order to have a smooth admission process, international students should list all of
their educational levels in clear chronolegical order, including dates of attendance, the
name of the school(s), and any diplomas, degrees or exams that have been completed.
Students should pay special attention to obtaining and submitting complete official

transcripts. A copy of a diploma is usually not sufficient. Instead, a proper transcript

6
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contains a complete list of courses, exams, grades and dates and the title of any diploma or
degree awarded. Students should read the admission requirements carefully to determine if
they should have transcripts sent from their previous (or current) school, or if it is
acceptable to obtain them in a sealed envelope and attach the envelope to their application,
along with the financial statement and/or other material required for admission. In some
cases, the admissions officer or credential evaluator will request a syllabus (a complete
course description) in order to determine the level and content of previous coursework, so
the student should be ready to obtain that from his/her school.

“How are my transcripts evaluated?”

Mény schools in the U. S. evaluate the transcript themselves, and have resources and
policies on their campus for doing so. Though many evaluators follow evaluation
guidelines published in educational books (called “Council Recommendations”), it is
possible that their college or university may have specific guidelines of its own in certain
circumstances. Higher education in the U,S. is not nationally centralized, and, in
general, U.S. colleges and universities are able to exercise autonomy regarding their
evaluations of what credentials qualify for admission and advanced standing.

Some colleges and universities require students to have their transcripts evaluated by
an independent agency in the U.S. There are a number of professional agencies, and
students should select one recommended by the collegé or university they plan to attend.
There is usually a substantial fee for this service, about $ 100-200. Once the credential
evaluation is done by the agency, the college or university interprets it and makes its own
decision about admission and/or transfer credit.

U.S. colleges and universities welcome international students and attempt to publish
clear directions about how to apply as well as what documents and transcripts must be
submitted. In general, it is a good idea to apply to a U. S. college or university at least 4-8
months in advance in order to assure that all documents are submitted and evaluated in
time for admission, visa application, and arrival. Students are encouraged to contact the
Admissions Office if they have any questions about what to submit and about how their
credentials will be evaluated. Address your questions to the “International Admissions
Officer” at the school(s) of your choice, and include your e-mail address, if you have one.

(857 words)
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Exercises
Without referring back to the reading article, do the following tasks.
1. Fill in the blanks with the information you obtained from the reading.

1. When a {foreign student is applying to a U.S. college or university, he/she should

know what educational records to and how they are » because
educational systems from country to country.

2. Most U. S. schools require that transcripts be sent to them from the foreign
school or exam . Sometimes they may accept copies hand-carried by

the student.
3. A transcript includes , grades or exam marks, years of ,» and the title

of the earned, if any. It usually contains or seals.

. Decide whether the following statements are true (T), or false (F).

4. Students who have completed some courses or a degree at a university should send
those transcripts as well as secondary school transcripts. ( )

5. Most U. S. schools prefer to have these transcripts sent by the issuing school or exam
board, rather than the student’s personal copy. ( )

6. The admission decision is based on the level of the previous education, the type of

preparation, and the quality of the achievement shown in the transcript. ( )

. Choose only one correct answer from the four options given.

7. What are the purposes for which transcripts are used?
A. To accept students’ previous coursework.
B. To make an admission decision,
C. To decide if the student should receive transfer credit at the U. S. school.
D. Both B and C.
8. The admissions officer or credential evaluator will determine the level and content of
previous coursework through .

A. a diploma B. a degree C. a syllabus D. exams
8
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9. If students are required to have their transcripts evaluated by an independent agency in
the U. S, ,
A. they will wait for a long time before the result comes out
B. they will only have to pay a small amount of money for it
C. the agency will make the decision about admission and/or transfer credit
D. they should select one suggested by the college or university they plan to attend
10. If students have any questions about what to submit and about how their credentials
will be evaluated, they may
A. apply to the college or university in advance
B. contact the Admissions Office
C. turn to their teacher for help

D. contact the evaluators

Passage 3

Public and Private Schools in the U, S.

Vocabulary Tips

superintendent n. 3T A parochial a. #KX#
denomination n. Ik subsidize v. AL
- unruly a. MEEH elite n. ¥

The United States has an education system decentralized by state. There are no
national schools. K-12 (K is for kindergarten, 12 is for twelfth grade) students in most
areas have a choice between free tax-funded public schools, or privately-funded private
schools. Public schools are funded from tax revenue and most commonly administered to
some degree by the government or local government agencies. This usage is sSynonymous
with its British English equivalent, state school. Private schools, also known as
independent schools, are not administered by local, state, or national governments; thus
they retain the right to select their students and are funded in whole or in part by charging

their students tuition, rather than relying on public (state) funds.

9
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Public school systems are supported by a combination of local, state, and federal
government funding. Because a large portion of school revenues come from local property
taxes, public schools vary widely in the resources they have available per student. Class
size also varies significantly from one district to another. Curriculum decisions in public
schools are made largely at the local and state levels; the federal government has limited
influence. In most districts, a locally elected school board runs schools. The school board
appoints an official called the superintendent of schools to manage the schools in the
district. The largest public school system in the United States is in New York City, where
more than one million students are taught in 1,200 separate public schools. Because of its
immense size—there are more students in the system than residents in eight U.S.
states—the New York City public school system is nationally influential in determining
standards and materials, such as textbooks.

Admission to individual public schools is usually based on residency. To compensate
for differences in school quality based on geography, school systems serving large cities
and portions of large cities often have “magnet schools” that provide enrollment to a
specified number of non-resident students in addition to serving all resident students. This
special enrollment is usually decided by lottery with equal numbers of males and females
chosen. Some magnet schools cater to gifted students or to students with special interests,
such as the sciences or performing arts. Admission to some of these schools is highly
competitive and based on an application process.

Private schools in the United States include parechial schools (affiliated with religious
denominations) , non-profit independent schools, and for-profit private schools. Private
schools charge varying rates depending on geographic location, the school’s expenses, and
the availability of funding from sources, other than tuition. For example, some churches
partially subsidize private schools for their members. Some people have argued that when
their child attends a private school, they should be able to take the funds that the public
school no longer needs and apply that money towards_, private school tuition in the form of
vouchers; this is the basis of the school choice movement.

Private schools have various missions: most of them take sports very seriously and
recruit athletes heavily, some cater to college-bound students seeking a competitive edge in

the college admissions process; others are for gifted students, students with learning

10
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disabilities or other special needs, or students with specific religious affiliations. Some
cater to families seeking a small school, with a nurturing, supportive environment. Unlike
public school systems, private schools have no legal obligation to accept any interested
student., Admission to some private schools is highly selective. Private schools also have
the ability to permanently expel persistently unruly students, a disciplinary option not
always legally available to public school systems. Private schools offer the advantages of
smaller classes, under twenty students in a typical elementary classroom, for example; a
higher teacher/student ratio across the school day, greater individualized attention and in
the more competitive schools, expert college placement services. Unless specifically
designed to do so, private schools usually cannot offer the services required by students
with serious or multiple learning, emotional, or behavioral issues. Although reputed to
pay lower salaries than public school systems, private schools often attract teachers by
offering high-quality professional development opportunities, including tuition grants for
advanced degrees. According to elite private schools themselves, this investment in faculty
development helps maintain the high quality program that they offer. Some examples of
successful private schools are Deerfield Academy, Phillips Academy Andover and St.
Paul’s School.

On August 17, 2000 article by the Chicago Sun-Times refers to the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Chicago Office of Catholic Schools as the largest private school system in

the United States. (749 words)

Exercises
Without referring back to the reading article, do the following tasks.
I. Fill in the blanks with the information you obtained from the reading.

1. There are public schools and private schools in the U.S.. The
former is to some extent by government or local government agencies, while

the latter is funded in whole or in part by charging their students

2. Public schools widely in the resources for students and class
3. In public schools the government has limited influence in decisions,
which are made largely at the and state levels.
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