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In troductioh

Just before he wrote Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (published in 1886),
Robert Louis Stevenson had an argument with another writer
about who is the more evil: the person who lives an immoral
private life or the public figure who intentionally brings misery
to millions. For Stevenson, the greater importance was always
in personal morality, and this is reflected in Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde: the crimes of Hyde that are described in detail (kno€king
over the child, killing the MP) are done to individuals. Some of
the reasons for considering personal morality as very important
can be seen in Stevenson’s early life.

He was born in 1850 in Edinburgh, the only child of middle-
class parents with strong Scottish traditions. His father and
grandfather had both been engineers and lighthouse builders,
and Stevenson disappointed his father by breaking the family
tradition and becoming a writer instead. The religion of his
family was very severe: Stevenson disappointed his father by
breaking from this tradition also; but the religious teaching of
his childhood stayed at the back of his mind for the rest of his
life. Because of poor health, Stevenson left Scotland in 1888 to
live somewhere warmer. He spent his last years living on the
island of Samoa in the Pacific, where he died suddenly at the
age of forty-four. ‘

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, his second novel, was the book which
made him famous. It was written very quickly: from Stevenson’s
first idea for the story to the printing of the book took only ten
weeks.

In one of his essays, Stevenson wrote that to be fully human
we must find a way of bringing together the different parts of
our characters to make a complete whole. Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
shows clearly what he means, since Jekyll's problem is less his
evil tendencies than his failure to accept them as part of his
character. In his confession, Jekyll makes it clear that his un-
naturally high standards of behaviour made it easier for him to
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put the responsibility for his small weaknesses (at the begin-
ning) on to “another” character than to accept them as his own.

This belief that every human being has two sides, a “higher”
and a “lower”, and that the good instincts are always fighting
the evil ones, was held by many Victorians. The story uses the
language of religion to refer to the struggle between them,
talking of “the soul”, “the devil”, “evil”, “hell”, and of “the
irresistible temptation” Jekyll feels to turn into Hyde. Another
way of talking about the “lower” side of g:bmeoné'é character
was to refer to their “animal nature”. Hyde looks and behaves in
many ways like an animal: he is shorter than Jekyll, moves more
quickly and lightly, is hairier and is three times compared to a
monkey. Many Victorians also believed that too much study and
knowledge was dangerous if it was not controlled by a strong
moral sense, and Jekyl!, we are told, was “a little too clever”.

The contrast Between the “higher” and “lower” parts of
Jekyll’s life is reflected also in the difference between the mid-
dle-class comfort in which Jekyll lives and the dirty neglected
building with the laboratory which Hyde uses. The study has
qualities of both: it has some of the comforts of a home, but also
the signs of “dangerous” experiments, and when the outside
world (represented by Utterson and Poole) breaks into this last
safe place, Hyde kills himself. The contrast between the public
respectable world of Jekyll’s life and the secret “pleasures” of
Hyde can also be seen as a picture of the public face of Victorian
respectability and its darker hidden side. 7 .

This story is a male one: the women in the story are not
important characters and are of a lower social class than the
men. They either suffer Hyde’s actions (the child he injures, the
woman who tries to sell him matches) or observe them (the
child’s neighbours, Hyde’s housekeeper) but they do not act
thernselves. Often their only response is to weep helplessly, like
the servant girl who sees the MP’s murder, and Jekyll’s maid
when his servants fear that something terrible has happened to
their master. Poole describes “it” (Hyde) in Dr Jekyll’s study as
“weeping like a woman or a lost soul”. The male characters are

vi
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not only of a higher social class than the female characters, but
they also think more clearly and act more decisively. None of
them has a wife or family, and their most important social ties
are their friendships with other men of the same class, whom
they will help even if this means possible trouble for themselves.
For example, Lanyon is willing to get the chemicals in Jekyll’s
study drawer even though he thinks Jekyll must be mad to ask
him, and Enfield deals with the matter of the child whom Hyde
had injured without calling in the police. -

Although these friendships are sometimes very close, the
men find it very difficult to talk to each other about things that
are important to them. Enfield’s and Utterson’s walks together
are the highlight of each week for them, but they say nothing to
each other while they are walking, and when Enfield says ‘I
make it a rule: the more curious anything looks, the less | ask”,
Utterson agrees with him. (This is shown in action later: when
they are talking to Jekyll through his open window, they see the
expression on his face turn to one of terror and despair, but
they leave without a word to him and do not discuss it between
themselves later.) Jekyll refuses to talk to Utterson about Hyde
in the same way that Lanyon refuses to talk about his quarrel
with Jekyll. Although the main characters are shown as being
close friends who are concerned about each other’s health and
happiness, they are also presented as being emotionally alone.

Perhaps because of this, on the few occasions when they want
to tell each other something important about themselves, they
write it rather than say it. Lanyon, for example, writes to Utterson
about his own experience of Hyde turning into Jekyll, and
includes Jekyll’s letter to himself about the drawer of chemi-
cals, which are both to be read only after his own death. Jekyll
also writes his confession and adds a letter to Utterson to be
read when he has “disappeared”. Pieces of writing are very
important throughout the story: the first reference to Jekyll is
in relation to his will, which is in his own handwriting. This fact
makes it possible later for the writing to be compared with a
letter from Hyde. The note from Jekyll to Maw and Co. shows

viii
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D

not only that the drug supplied earlier was impure, but also
Jekyll’s desperation; Jekyll keeps notes of his experiments; and
Hyde had written some “irreligious, notes” in one of Jekyll's
religious books. It is not surprising that the true moment of
Jekyll’'s death is not when he lies in pain on the floor of the
study after drinking deadly chemicals, but when he puts down
his pen after writing his confession. .

Most of the story is ‘told, through the “ordinary” eyes of
Utterson. He observes and comments, is sometimes present at
important events, but is not drawn into them until the end. In
some ways he is presented as Hyde’s opposite in ‘the part he
plays in the story (“If he is Mr Hyde, I shall be Mr Seek”) as well
as in his charaeter of the calm English gentleman. By the end of
the story, however, he acts decisively and with violence, as if it
had become necessary for him to take on some of Hyde's quali-
ties in order to discover him. It is interesting that Hyde niot only
shows fury and cruelty himself, but seems to bring them out in
others. Enfield, for example, describes how he, the child’s family
and neighbours, and even the doctor “who showed no more
feeling than a drum”, wanted to kill Hyde for hurting the child.

Stevenson keeps the atmosphere of mystery and terror by
(wisely) giving us very little description of the horror {of Hyde’s
appearance, of his crimes, of the feelings he arouses) but in-
stead showing its effects on the other, very varied, characters.
We are repeatedly told that Hyde’s appearance is “unnatural”,
that his manner is “murderous”, and that he makes even those
who only see him briefly feel “sick”, “ill”, and “disgusted”. This
effect is made stronger by the fact that even when Poole knows
that it is Hyde in Jekyll’s study, he talks of “it” and “that thing”,
showing that he does not consider Hyde to be fully human.

It is interesting that in his confession, Jekyll begins by using
“]” for himself as Jekyll and “he” for Hyde (“He’ I say, I cannot
say ‘I'”), but later uses “I” for both parts of his character. By the
end, the struggle between his two selves (the “higher” and the
“lower”) is shown by his using “he” for both Jekyll and Hyde at
one moment, and referring to them as “us both” the:next.
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For some readers, Hyde is an evil man and Jekyll essentially
a good man. It is interesting, however, that Stevenson (in a
letter written the year after the story was published) said that
he felt that Jekyll was the worse man, because he was pretend-
ing to be something that he was not; and this pretending allowed
the “lower”, “animal” part of his character to escape and act
freely. Early in the story, Jekyll telis Hyde that he has “had a
lesson” (after the murder of the MP), but he does not learn
from it, and “in an hour of moral weakness” he takes the magic
drink and becomes Hyde again. In the severe morality of
Stevenson’s childhood, which never fully left him, the fact that
Jekyll does not learn the moral lesson means that there is no
hope for him.
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1

The Story of the Door

Mr Utterson the lawyer was a man with a severe expression that
was never lighted by a smile, He felt awkward in conversation,
and his remarks were short and cold. He rarely showed his
feelings. He was tall, thin, dusty and dull, and yet somehow
lovable. At friendly meetings, and when the wine was to his
taste, a certain human kindness shone in his eye, though it
never found its way into his talk; it showed itself not only in this’
silent after-dinner look but more often and loudly in the acts of
his life.

He was strict with himself; he drank spirits when he was
alone, to destroy his taste for wine, and though he enjoyed the
theatre he had not seen a play for twenty years. But he never
judged others so strictly; he sometimes wondered, almost with
envy, at the high spirits shown in their misdeeds, and he was
always readier to help them out of trouble than to blame them.
“I favour Cain’s wicked remark in the Bible, ‘Am I my brother’s
keeper?,” he used to say in his strange way. “I let my fellow men
go to the devil in their own way.” So he was often the last
respectable acquaintance, and the last good influence, in*the
lives of men who were on their way to ruin. To such men as these,
when they came for his professional advice, he gave the same
attention as to anyone else.

No doubt this was easy for Mr Utterson; good nature was the
basis of all his ways, even of his friendships. It is the mark of a
modest man to accept the circle of friends that chance makes for
him, and that was the lawyer’s way. His friends were men of his
own blood, or those whom he had known the longest. No doubt
this was the tie between him and Mr Richard Enfield, his distant
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