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PREFACE

TUDENTS of international trade and those actually working in this field are of one accord in considering adequate and aceurate statistics as the first
essential for conducting research. «Qtatistics of China’s Foreign Trade, 1864-1928” and “Statistics of China’s Foreign Trade, 1912-1930,” compiled
respectively by the National Research Institute and the Bank of China, have contributed very materially in fostering public interest in such studies.
No record, however, has been published dealing with statistics of China’s foreign trade by ports, and those interested in such figures have had to face
the laborious task of compiling them from Customs Returns item by item, necessitating an enormous expenditure of time and effort. The work was
open to any having access to a complete series of Customs Returns, but few institutions have such a set in their possession. Realizing the value of
such a record the Bureau of Foreign Trade decided in May, 1932, after such deliberation, to compile statistics of China’s foreign trade by ports. To
facilitate the work, the open ports of the country which are 46 in number, were divided into three groups, concerning North, Central and South
China. The present volume, the result of two years’ intensive work, deals with Central China.

The book is composed principally of charts and tables, arranged in such a way as to present clearly and accurately a record of the foreign
trade passing through each port from 1900-1988.. .the total annual value, general trend of trade, excess of imports or exports, proportion of foreign and
domestic goods among imports, position occupied by re-exports among exports, net imports of foreign and domestic goods, comparative percentages of
each port’s import and export trade to China’s total volume, import and export trade of each port in value and quantity, nationalities of vessels
entering and clearing each port, and movement of gold and silver.

It is hoped that this volume will prove of gervice to those who wish to make a comprehensive study of China’s foreign trade. The staff of
the Bureau of Foreign Trade has exercised great care in compiling this analytical record, but as errors and omissions are unavoidable in a work of so
complicated a nature, I shall be grateful to readers who may be disposed to offer criticisms or corrections.

The book has been compiled under the direction of Mr. H. N. Chu, Chief of the Statistics Department, assisted by Messrs. T. T. Hsueh, T. T.
Woo, P. Y. Wang, H. C. Hou, F. Z. Yao, L. 8. Chen, and K. P. Chow. Special reference must be made to Mr. Hsueh who is mainly responsible for
the charts and tables included in this volume, and to Messrs. Wang Tse-nan and Chen Yun-pah, of the Customs House, Shanghai, acknow!edgment
is due for valuable assistance.

Ho Ping-yin

Director, Bureau of Foreign Trade
February 1, 1935,
Shanghai, China.
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IV.
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REMARKS

According to the Customs Reports, there are forty-six open ports in our country. For the convenience in compilation of statistics, we divide
them into three groups, i. e., Central, Northern, and Southern ports as follows:
Central ports......Chungking, Wanhsien, Ichang, Shasi, Changsha, Yochow, Hankow, Kiukiang, Wuhu, Nanking, Chinkiang, Shanghai,

Soochow, Hangchow, Ningpo, and Wenchow;
Northern ports...... Aigun, Harbin Districts, Hunchun, Lungchingtsun, Antung, Dairen, Newchwang, Chinwangtao, Tientsin, Lungkow,

Chefoo, Kiaochow, and Weihaiwei;
Southern ports...... Santuao, Foochow, Amoy, Swatow, Canton, Kowloon, Lappa, Kongmoon, Samshui, Wuchow, Nanning, Kiungchow:

Pakhoi, Lungchow, Mengtsz, Szemao, and Tengyueh.
Teble I indicates the trend of the foreign trade of the Central ports, and the general condition of “excess of imports over exports” or “excess

of exports over imports.”
Table II shows two main points: (a) the relative importance of foreign goods and native goods in the import trade of each port; (b) the

position of the re-export trade in the export trade.
Table IIIA gives the net value of imports and exports through the Central ports. From this table, we can make a detailed comparative

study of both domestic and foreign trade of each port.
Figures in Table ITIB are derived from the «Grand Total” in Table ITIA and reduced to percentages, showing the position of each port in

our foreign and domestic trade.

During the past thirty-four years, there were only five Chinese ports through which imports and exports amounted to more than eight per
cent of China’s total volume of trade, namely, Hankow, Shanghai, Dairen, Tientsin, and Canton. In the Annual Trade Returns, statistical
data with regard to import and export trade of the above mentioned ports are comparatively more complete, therefore in Tables IV-VII are
only included Shanghai and Hankow figures. In the selection of representative import and export commodities, much difficulty has been
encountered. The commodities we now select, are those having the highest values during the recent twelve years. Of the principal foreign
commodities imported to Shanghai we take 14; to Hankow, 12; while of the principal Chinese commodities exported from Shanghai we take

15; from Hankow, 15.
PrincipAL ForeiaN IMPORTS TO SHANGHAI

1. Cotton Piece Goods

a. Grey b. White or Dyed ¢. Printed d. Miscellaneous
2. Cotton, Raw
a. American b. Indian ¢. Egyptian or African d. Japanese e. Others
3. Woollen Goods :
a. -Gabardines b. Overcoating c. Serges d. Tweeds e. Twills

f. Tmperials g. Venetians h. Worsted Suitings 4. All Woollen and Worsted Yarn and Cord




o

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

Rice

Wheat

Sugar

a. Brown b. White c. Refined

Tobacco '

a. Cigarettes b. Cigars ¢. Tobacco Leaf d. Tobacco Stalk

Coal

a. English b. Hongay ¢. Japan d. Other Nationalities

Kerosene

. American, in case b. American, in bulk ¢. Borneo, in case d. Borneo, in bulk e. Sumatra  f. Persian
Gasoline and Benzine, Mineral

a. Gasoline, in case b. QGasoline, in bulk ¢. Benzine, in case d. Benzine, in bulk

Timber

a. Hardwood, Ordinary b. Softwood, Ordinary ¢. Softwood, Piling, Ordinary d. Hardwood, Ordinary, Sawn

¢. Softwood, Ordinary, Sawn f. Softwood, Merchantable on Net Measure g. Teak-wood, Beams, Planks & Logs
Iron and Steel, Ungalvanized: Bars and Rods

Paper
a. Cigarettes, on Bobbins or Rolls 5. Coated and/or Enamelled  ¢. Common Printing  d. M. G. Cap
e. Packing and Wrapping f. Kraft g. Simile h. Printing

Ammonia, Sulphate of

PriNcIPAL ForeigN IMPorTs To HANKOW

1.

2.

Cotton Piece Goods

a. Grey b. White or Dyed ¢. Printed d. Miscellaneous

Cotton, Raw

a. American b. Indian ¢. Burmese d. Egyptian

Woollen Goods

a. Gabardines b. Overcoating c. Serges d. Tweeds e. Twills |
f. Imperials g. Venetians h. Worsted Suitings 4. All Woollen and Worsted Yarn and Cord |
Tea ' ‘
a. Tea, Dust, Ceylon b. Tea, Dust, Indian ¢. Tea, Dust, Java d. Other Kinds

Sugar

a. Brown b. White ¢. Refined

Tobacco '

a. Cigarettes b. Cigars ¢. Tobacco Leaf d. Tobacco Stalk

Coal

a. English b. Hongay ¢. Japan d. Other Nationalities

Kerosene

@. American, in case b. American, in bulk ¢. Sumatra, in case d. Sumatra, in bulk e. Borneo f. Persian

ii




10.
11,

12.

Tinned Plates, Plain
Copper
Indigo, Artificial

a. Liquid or Paste -b. Grains
Timber
a. Hardwood, Ordinary b. Softwood, Ordinary

d. Softwood, Ordinary, Sawn e.

PriNcIiPAL EXPORTS FROM SHANGHAI

L.

o

e

10.
11,
12.
13.
14.

15.

Raw Silk

Softwood, Merchantable on Net Measure

a. White, not Re-reeled and not Steam Filature
d. Yellow, not Re-reeled and not Steam Filature

g. Wild, Filature
Cotton Yarn, Grey
Tea

a. Black, Congou b. Black, Other Kinds
f. Green, Other Kinds  g. Brick, Black

k. Sifting [. Dust
Wheat Flour

Beans and Peas

a. Black b. Broad

f. White 9. Yellow
Groundnuts Kernels

Sesamum

Eggs and Egg Products

¢. Green
h. Other Kinds

s

m.

White, Re-reeled
Yellow, Re-reeled
Wild, not Filature

Green, Gunpowder
Brick, Green
Stalk

d. Green, Small
4. Peas, White

Hardwood, Ordinary, Sawn
Teak-wood, Beams, Planks, and Logs

White, Steam Filature
Yellow, Steam Filature
Reeled from Doupions

Green, Hyson e. Green,Young Hyson
Leaf, Unfired j. Scented

e. Red
4. Peas, Other Kinds

a. Egg Albumen, Dried b. Egg Albumen, Moist and Frozen ¢. Egg Yolk, Dried d. Egg Yolk, Moist and Frozen

e. Whole Egg, Dried f- Whole Egg, Moist and Frozen

Intestines, Pig

Cigarettes

Bran Wheat

Wood Oil

Cotton Seed-cake

Bristles

a. Assorted b. TUnassorted
Hides

a. Buffalo b. Cow

1ii

g. Eggs, Fresh, in Shell




Principan ExporTs FrRoM HANKOW

1. Raw Silk
a. White, not Re-reeled and not Steam Filature b. White, Reeled ¢. White, Steam Filature
d. Yellow, not Re-reeled and not Steam Filature e. Yellow, Re-reeled  f. Yellow, Steam Filature
g. Wild, Filature h. Wild, not Filature
2. Cotton Yarn, Grey
3. Tea
a. Black, Congou b. Black, Other Kinds ¢. Green, Gunpowder d. Green, Hyson e. Green, Young Hyson
f. Green, Other Kinds g. Brick, Black h. Brick, Green 4. Leaf, Unfired j. Scented
k. Sifting l. Dust m. Stalk
4. Wheat '
5. Beans
a. Black b. Broad ¢. Green d. White e. Yellow

6. Sesamum

7. Cotton Seed

8. Eggs and Egg Products
a. Egg Albumen, Dried b. Egg Albumen, Moist and Frozen c. Egg Yolk, Dried d. Egg Yolk, Moist and Frozen
e. Whole Egg, Dried f. Whole Egg, Moist and Frozen g. Eggs, Fresh, in Shell

9. Intestines, Pig
10. Tobacco Leaf

! 11. Wood Oil
12. Tallow, Vegetable
13. Iron Ore
: 14. Bristles
: ' a. Assorted b. TUnassorted -
15. Hides
a. Buffalo b. Cow

VII From Table VIII, we can get a general impression on the Shipping trade of the different countries at each Chinese port.
VIII.  In Table IX, the column “Coast Trade” is discontinued from 1931, and another column “Interport” is added.
IX. Table X gives the general condition of the financial movement of the Central ports of China.

X. Beginning from 1982, the Customs Reports have been changed with regard to the method of compilation, and the “Annual Trade Returns”
of the different ports have also been discontinued, therefore statistics for the interport trade of foreign goods can not be given in Tables I-V
owing to the absence of suitable data.

XI. In the Customs Reports of 1932 and 1933, “Gold Unit” and “Dollar” are used to show the values of imports and exports instead of
“Haikwan Tael.” But for the purpose of comparison, we have converted them into Haikwan Tael at the following rates:

1932 1 G. U.=Hk. TI 1.184
1 G. U.=Hk. Tl 1.253

1 Hk. T1.=$1.558

1933 {

v




XII.

XIII.

The Haikwan Tael equivalent of the Shanghai Tael is fixed at Hk. Tls. 100=Sh. Tls. 111.40. The Haikwan Tael can be converted into the

Dollar as follows:
°*Hk. Tl. 1=8h. Tl. 1.114

” Sh. T1. 1.114
-« Hk. TI. 1_Chinese Dollar Sh. TI...... =%
Price Quotations of Chinese Dollar, 1900-1933.

Year Ch. § Year Ch. $

1900 Sh. TI1. 0.7453 1917 Sh. TI1. 0.7227
1901 0.7375 1918 0.7267
1902 0.7441 1919 0.7236
1903 0.7489 1920 0.7283
1904 0.7376 1921 0.7233
1905 0.7289 1922 0.7241
1906 0.7372 1923 0.7218
1907 0.7387 1924 0.7214
1908 0.7383 19256 0.7267
1909 0.7420 1926 0.7199
1910 0.7420 1927 0.7270
1911 0.7571 1928 0.7223
1912 0.7515 1929 0.7193
1913 0.7388 1930 0.7236
1914 0.7258 1931 0.7255
1915 0.7376 1932 0.7140
1916 0.7227 1933 0.7150

Sources of statistical data:
1. Annual Trade Returns
2. Report and Abstract of Statistics

8. By Correspondence with the Customs Houses in the different ports.




