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PREFACE

For the healthy growth of the children in China, filled with ardor and sincerity,
men of insight inclusive of many old revolutionaries and child workers, have done a host
valuable of practices through their fruitful experiences, intelligence and wisdom.

Under the invitation from International Symposium on Child Development & Family
in China, held in July 1993 in Beijing, several dozens of foreign experts from some
twenty countries participated in academic and experience exchanges. This collection of
papers have demonstrated briefly the academic achievements made by child development
workers at home and abroad in recent years and have opened up new fields for us to ex-
plore in the future.

Child developmentology is a burgeoning and comprehensive discipline to which
countries worldwide attach importance and whith is developing rapidly. It is not just a
simple fusion of a variety of disciplines, but a qualitative leap forward upon their origi-
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nal basis. Its benefit is not only that of all the concerned disciplines put together, but
the progressive increase of its index. It brings an all-round improvement on the quality
of child by means of systems engineering. The government of China pays consistent at-
tention to and cares for healthy and all-round development of juveniles and children.
"National Programme of Action for Child Development in China in the 1990’s”, issued
by the State Council takes it as a common task of the whole society. In order to accom-
plish this task, there is plenty of work for us to do, such as to strengthen the publicity
and education, to train numbers of child development workers in all levels and special-
ties, to follow the tracks of up-to-date high-tech at home and abroad, and to catch up
with and surpass advanced world levels. Based upon our national conditions, it is essen-
tial to further develop the traditional and effective measures for child rearing. For in-
stance, we should popularize breast feeding, where the rate is higher compared with
that in other countries in the world. The more national it is, the more it belongs to the
world. In the respect of intellectual development, to use and develop the left and right
brains simultaneously and to carry on logical thinking and thinking in images alternately
are proved through practice to be beneficial to the imﬁrovement for intelligence. In ac-
cordance with our national ideas of value, aesthetic education should be focussed on in-
stilling our traditional ideas on aesthetics, encouraging the virtue of harmony, succinct-
ness and heart, and training youngsters to have a noble sentiment of ardent love for the
motherland. ’

"Set foot on all over the green mountains before senility, and come over here to en-
joy the scenic beauty”. Our undertaking is in the ascendant. It is thriving and full of
vigor and vitality. We should redouble our efforts to create favourable conditions so as
to replenish and develop ”Child Developmentology in China”. This is a glorious duty for
our generation. We also place our hopes on society of all circles for attention and sup-
port.

Wu Beiqiu
Dec. 12,1993
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