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Foreword

This atlas, “world Pocket Atlas”, is hereby compiled and published in order to fit
people’s thinking to the new situation of reforming and opening to the outside world,
and meet the broad reader’s demands of learning, understanding and using the
geographic knowledge around the world.

The atlas is consisted of several parts of introduction map, world map, continent
map, country map, regional map, city map and geographic informations, in which map
sheets are mainly the country maps, one sheet each country on the whole, accounting
for over 80% of the total map pages. This type of maps contributing larger scale,
abundant geographic informations, give prominence to geographic location of various
countries or areas and their neighbouring environment, and make the detailed * description
of firstclass administration divisions and administrative center, majority of large and
medium cities that have a population of more than 300,000 inhabitants, part of medium
and small towns and villages, principal traffic features, such as railway, highway,
airport, seaport. Some selective large cities and capitals that is of importance to the
world, are presented in the city maps. A brief description of history, politics, natural
environment. economy and trade, defense of each country is included. The larger
inhabited places and geographic names in the atlas are standardization names given by
the editor, according to the principles of universal transcription, and foreign—chinese
billingual notes are provided simultaneuosly .

This atlas is characterized by its new design, detailed contents, rational structure,
strict arrangement, full and accurate information, much illustrations with text, and
possessed of actuality, scientific spirit, artistry and practicality to have a certain
reference value for readers in learning the geographic knowledge, Understanding
international situation, Knowing various countries’ politics, economy and natural
environment, developing external contact, etc.

In this edition, the classification of populated places (according to population),
administrative significance of some cities, and the existence of express highways, etc.
are revised in order to improve the actuality and adaptibility of the atlas.

We will be pleased to receive criticisms and corrections from the readers for
amendment of future edition, as there may be some errors, omissions, or shortcoming
in the atlas due to editor’s limitations in proficiency. s
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