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STUDIES ON CHINESE ASILIDAE
L LEPTOGASTRINAE

The Asilidac or robber-flics arc well known for their predacious habit,
they constitute the largest family of Diptera Brachycera. The adults are

large, to very large, powerful flies with prominent eyes and lon bristly
legs. The majority are of a y colour, but many are bright yellow and
black. They feed upon small and large insects which are rapidly taken
on the wing, and which are killed by inserting the sharp proboscis through'
the thin membrane of the thorax and extracting the body fluid. The larvae
are cylindrical or subcylindrical, they inhabit the ground or decaying wood
and are cither predators or scavengers. The prey of Asilidac is extremely
varied so that it is uncertain whether the family should be considered as
predominatly beneficial or injurious.

The family is of world-wide distribution and richly represented in China,
but our fauna has been scarcely explored. The four sub-families usually
recognized, all occur in China, namely, Leptogastrinae, Asilinae, Laphriinac
and Dasypogoninac. The present paper deals with the subfamily Lepto-
gastrinagc, it is the smallest of the four and contains the less hairy and very
slender and clongate forms. Forty-one species, belonging to six different
genera are recorded; with the exception of four species which are Japanese,
this number represents the present inventory of the Chinese fauna.

The material comes from two principal sources: the collections of the
Institute of Zoology, Academia Sinica, and of Musée Heude. The type.

L i unless otherwise stated, are kept in the Institute of Zoology,
Academia Sinica, Shanghai. o
‘ - The author wishes to express his sincere thanks to Dr. Sicien H. Chen
under whose direction this work was undertaken. He is also indebted to
Reverend Father A. de Cooman, of Musée Heude, for the loan of material

for study; and to Mr. Keh-Zeng Wang for assistance in preparing the
illustrations.

" ’ Subfamily Leptogastrinae .
The subfamily contains a group of very slender and clongate species
ith very few hairs and bristles. It is charactcrichi as follows: :
1. Wings without alula and hind angle; marginal cell (R1) open; second
ior cell (M1) pointed at base. :

2. Claws long; pulvilli absent. : T
3. Abdomen very clongate and slender, with 8 segments; ovipositor

out whorl of spines. ~
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