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Preface

Time passes. The surging Yellow River
and the fertile Central Plain produced the
ancient civilization. They made Henan
one of the important origins of the
Chinese nation. Ancestors endured great
hardships in pioneer work for hundreds
and thousands of years. They created
brilliant cultures, and left us valuable
cultural heritages in the more than
160000 square Kilometers of ancient and
fertile land. To date, we have found
28168 sites in Henan Province, among
which 96 sites are national key preserved
units of cultural relics, and 666 sites are
provincial ones.

Henan archaeology in the 20th
century had an important position in
Chinese archaeology, not only because
there were a large number of finds, but
also because its outstanding achievements
in many archaeological research subjects
produced a farreaching influence on the
study and development of Chinese
archaeology. The excavation at Yangshao
site in Mianchi county was the beginning
of Chinese Neolithic archaeology and

modern field archaeology. It was also

the first archaeological culture, the
Yangshao culture, named in Chinese
modern archaeological history. This
discovery declared for the first time that
China had very developed and rich
Neolithic culture with wunique
characteristics. It made “western origin
of Chinese culture” collapse. The find of
Wangchenggang in Dengfeng county and
establishment of Xia capital at Erlitou
in Yanshi county provided important
material data and scientific evidence. The
finds and studies of a series of Shang
capitals including Yanshi Shang city,
Zhengzhou Shang city and Anyang Yinxu
became important focuses in
“Chronological Project of Xia Shang
Zhou’ .

inscriptions at Yinxu established Chinese

The discovery of oracle bone

true history beginning 3300 years ago, and
made the study of oracle bone inscriptions a
world subject. The cemetery of the Guo
state in Sanmenxia, the royal mausoleum
of the Liang state of the Western Han in
Yongcheng county, and imperial
mausoleum of Northern Song are

indispensable precious data in the study



of the ancient royal cemetery system.
The find and research of ancient
ceramics made great achievements that
attracted world attention. There were five
state kilns in the Song Dynasty, among
which three existed in Henan. The
discovery of the Ru state Kkiln site at
Qingliangsi in Baofeng county solved the
mystery about the location of the Ru
state kiln, and achieved an important
breakthrough in the history of Chinese
ceramics.

The finds and studies in Henan
field archaeology in the 20th century
made many great achievements. These
archaeological finds not only emancipated
people from the shackles of legends about
ancient Chinese history, but also
corroborated, changed and even rewrote
the history. These achievements were
the fruits of the rigorous, realistic and
painstaking efforts of several generations
of archaeologists. They demonstrate that
the Chinese nation created splendid cultures
and made the great contribution to the
human beings. They made clear to the
world that Chinese archaeology will
certainly stand towering like a giant in
the forest of the world archaeology.

More than ten archaeologists from
Henan Provincial Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology, who have been
engaged in field archaeology for a long
time, edited Revealing Civilization of
Central Plains — great Archaeological

Preface

Finds in Henan in the 20th Century.
This book is rich in content, accurate in
historical facts, concise and comprehensive
in words, vivid in description, and elegant
in illustration. It is an archaeological popular
book written by specialists for public,
and can be enjoyed by both academics
and non-academics. It broke away from
the condition that archaeological reports
and papers are hard to understand. This
is a good start and also a direction in the
future that archaeological publications move
towards the popular. Only when the
authors consider the public can archaeology
be understood and received by the
common people. I believe, this book can
be received by both professionals and
non-professionals. Following the editors’
will, 1 express my thoughts for such a
good book. This is the preface.

»» Zhang Wenbin
2 July
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Foreword

Archaeology is an independent
discipline. It researches the development
and changes of societies based upon the
remains relating to human activities.
Modern archaeology emerged in Europe
in the middle nineteenth century. It was
introduced to China in the cusp of the
nineteenth and twentieth century. Thus,
during the twentieth century Chinese
archaeology developed from an emerging
discipline into brilliance. The world has
been astonished by a number of great
finds in Chinese field archaeology.

Henan Province is located in Central
China and has a long history. The superior
location and advanced cultures make it an
important region for Chinese archaeology .
The excavation at Yangshao site in Mianchi
county in 1921, by Johan Gunnat
Anderson, a Swedish geologist, consultant
to the Chinese government, marked the
beginning of Chinese Neolithic
archaeology. The excavation at Yinxu in
Anyang in 1928, run by the Institute of
History and Philology, Academic Sinica,
was the first state-sponsored archaeological

project in China. The excavation at

Hougang in Anyang in 1931 by Liang
Siyong was the first time to find the
sequence of Yangshao, Longshan and
Shang cultures, and this marked a milestone
in the maturation of Chinese archaeology.

Chinese archaeology has entered into
a golden era since 1949. The archaeology
as a field has been built upon and is
getting better. Henan provincial
archaeologists have undertaken a number
of surveys and excavations in the course
development and construction, and as a
result achieved many important
archaeological finds and academic
breakthroughs.

Henan was an important communicative
region of Chinese Paleolithic cultures. More
than 50 Paleolithic sites covering the lower,
middle and upper period were found in
western Henan. Especially, the discovery
in the cave of Xinghua mountain in
Nanzhao county in 1978, dating to Peking
Homo, indicated that there were human
beings in the Central Plain 500000 years
ago.

Henan is rich in the Neolithic cultures.
There are more than 1000 Neolithic sites,



among them, many were scientifically
excavated. These discoveries have
established a framework of cultural
sequence from the Peiligang culture, to
Yangshao culture and then Longshan
culture, as well as regional systems and
local cultural series. The Peiligang culture,
named after the Peiligang site, dating to
around 8000 BP, filled one of the gaps
in the early Neolithic culture in Henan.
Six seasons of excavation took place at
Jiahu site in Wuyang between 1983 and
1987. Thousands of relics were found,
including the earliest bone flutes,
inscriptions, tortoiseshells, and carbonized
rice. These finds reflect these societies
advanced economic cultural and spiritual
life, and are important to research into
the origins of primitive music, religion,
writing, and agriculture of China.

The Yangshao culture, named after
the Yangshao site in Mianchi, dating to
7000—5000 BP, was a matriarchal society
that rose and declined, and finally being
replaced by a paternal society. The
Yangshao town found at Xishan site in
Zhengzhou is circular in shape. Its area
is 19000 square meters. Roads, house
foundations, stores, and tombs were
discovered in the town. At present, it is
the earliest town found in the Central
Plain. There were three burials containing
animal designs made from clam shells at
Xishuipo site in Puyang. These are remains

of primitive religious activity. One of
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these designs was a dragon on one side
of a male human skeletal and a tiger on
the other. The dragon is 1.78 meters
long. This discovery shows that worship
of dragons can be traced to the Yangshao
period. This dragon is named the “First
Dragon in China”. Dahecun site in
Zhengzhou is rich in remains. A one
meter high wall of a house foundation
was found. There were more than 30
kinds of colored pottery designs found,
of which the sun, moon, and star designs
provide material data for research into
the history of Chinese astronomy.

The Longshan culture, dating from
5000—4000 BP, the legendary period of
“Sanhuang Wudi Age”, is also the period
of the origin and formation of Chinese
civilization. The main finds from this
period in Henan are six city sites including
Wangchenggang in Dengfeng, Pingliangtai
in Huaiyang, Haojiatai in Yancheng,
Mengzhuang in Huixian, Hougang in
Anyang, and Guchengzhai in Xinmi. The
area of Guchengzhai is 180000 square
meters. It is the largest scale and best
preserved city site from the late period of
Longshan culture. The discovery of copper
at Niuzhai site in Zhengzhou, Pingliangtai
city site in Huaiyang, Wangchenggang
city site in Dengfeng, Meishan site in
Ruzhou demonstrates that the ancient
people had mastered the technique of
making copper and used copper in their

lives. The emergence of large-scale group



sites, cities and bronze products indicate
the advent of civilization.

The area most heavily studied by
Chinese academics and archaeologists is
Xia-Shang archaeology, and is the
superiority of Henan archaeology. The
documented area of Xia activity is mainly
western Henan and southern Shanxi.
Hence, central and western Henan have
become one of the most important areas
in search of the remains of the Xia
Dynasty. The Erlitou culture, named after
the Erlitou site in Yanshi, has been the
key in search of the Xia culture for several
decades. As the result of Xia-Shang-Zhou
Chronological Project it was determined
that phrases I to I of Erlitou culture
were Xia culture. The Shang city in
Yanshi is composed of big, small and
palace cities. City doors, roads, palace
areas, stores, and a system of supplying
and draining off water was found. The
Shang city in Zhengzhou is more than
seven Kilometers in circumference. There
were more than 20 large-scale building
foundations found in the northeast of
city. The workshops for handicraft such
as bronze smelting, bone and pottery
working, as well as bronze stores and
tombs, were distributed outside the city.
Several building foundations, human bone
pits, cattle head and horn pits, big bronze
building components, red inscriptions on
pottery, music stones, and oracle bones

were discovered at the Xiaoshuanggiao

site in Zhengzhou. A large number of
remains, relics and oracle bone inscriptions
have been found at Yinxu in Anyang
since 1928. This site is recognized as the
capital of the late Shang Dynasty. These
archaeological finds mentioned above, at
Shang city in Yanshi, Shang city in
Zhengzhou, Xiaoshuangqiao in Zhengzhou
and Yinxu in Anyang constitute 500 years
of history of the Shang Dynasty, reflect
the importance of the central position of
politics, military affairs, economy, and
culture during the Shang Dynasty in
Henan.

There were numerous find pertaining
to the Western and Eastern Zhou Dynasty .
A copper casting site, about 280 000 square
meters in area, was excavated at Beiyao
in Luoyang. The discovery filled the gaps
in the history of Western Zhou metallurgy .
A number of beautiful bronzes and jades
were unearthed at the cemetery of Ying
State in Pingdingshan. Bronze inscriptions
revealed information about nobles,
including Ying Bo, Ying Hou, as well
as marriage connections relating the Ying
related to the Shen and Deng State.
Excavations in Sanmenxia not only
unearthed many rare cultural relics
from the great tombs of Guoji and
Guozhong, but also the capital of Guo,
Shangyangcheng was found. These
discoveries provided precious data in
studying the history of the Guo State.
The old city of Zheng-Han in Xinzheng



is famous for the Zheng Bo’s tomb found
in 1923. The discovery of a sacrifice site
from the Zheng State in 1997 uncovered
17 bronze pits and 39 horse pits for
sacrifices, and unearthed 348 bronzes. In
the period from 1978 to 1979 and from
1991 to 1992 the excavations at the tomb
groups of the Chu State in Xichuan
revealed more than 5000 cultural relics.
At a site in Wenxian more than 10000
pieces of stone tablets recording the
information about oath of alliance were
found. The tablets contribute greatly to
the knowledge the oath of alliance, ancient
inscriptions and handwriting arts.
Qin-Han and later historical
archaeology mainly focuses the excavations
and studies on cities, mausoleums and
handicraft workshops. The Luoyang city
in Han-Wei Period was the capital of
Eastern Han, Cao-Wei, Western Jin, and
Northern Wei from the first century to
the sixth century. Since 1949 archaeologists
have investigated the city wall, gates,
palace foundations, ritual buildings, the
site of the Imperial College, the tower
foundation of Yongning Temple and
cemetery of criminals. These finds revealed
characteristic arrangements and historical
features of Han-Wei city. The Han
Dynasty was the forerunner in iron casting
technology in the world at this time.
The large sites for iron casting were
discovered in Henan, including
Tieshenggou in Gongyi, Wafangzhuang
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in Nanyang, Guxing in Zhengzhou,
Zhaoxiancun in Wenxian and
Wangchenggang in Lushan. Moreover,
there were several important excavations
in this period, including the remains
of a store at Yandong site in Xin'an, the
mausoleum from the Liang State in
Western Han found at Mangdang mountain
in Yongcheng, the Han tomb at Dahuting
in Xinmi.

Tang-Song archaeology is also
important in Henan. The Luoyang city
of Sui-Tang and the Dongjing city of
Northern Song in Kaifeng were surveyed
in detail and some important sites were
excavated. The arrangement of the two
cities is basically clear. The overall survey
about mausoleums of the Song dynasty,
and excavations of several tombs took
place in Gongyi. The excavations of
ceramic Kilns of Tang-Song in Henan also
made important breakthroughs. Kilns for
the production of Luoyang tricolor pottery
were found at Huangyecun in Gongyi.
The Jun kiln was found at Juntai in
Ruzhou, and the Ru Kkiln Qingliangsi in
These findings added
significantly to knowledge the history of

Baofeng.

ceramics in China.

Since 1990 the National Bureau of
Cultural Relics and China Cultural Relics
News annually run a selection of “Ten
Great New Finds of Archaeology in
China”, among them, 21 items have been

selected from Henan. There were 17 finds



in Henan selected in the “100 Great Finds
of Archaeology in China in the 20th
Century” held by Archaeology Periodical
Office in March 2001. The number of
choices from Henan is ranked amongst
the first in China. Due to the importance
of Henan archaeological finds, the Institute
of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences has set up two stations in
Anyang and Luoyang and seven teams in
Henan. Several generations of
archaeologists from the institute have
contributed to Chinese archaeological

research for several decades. Many of

the finds mentioned earlier were excavated
by them.

The achievements in archaeology
during the 20th century have changed
our knowledge of ancient Chinese history.
It is a long-term, arduous task for the
archaeologists from Henan in the new
century. We need to make an effort to
develop multidiscipline cooperative research
practices, and investigate new academic
topics that contribute to Chinese

archaeology.

»P» Sun xinmin
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