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Abstract

After the Second World War, the de—
feated Germany was divided into two coun—
tries, the GDR and the FRG. In the field of
the Germany policy, the position of the GDR
changed from striving for uniting to standing
for separation,then to agreeing to reunifica—
tion of Germany. The book focuses on the
Germany policy of the GDR during the
forty—odd years.

The book is divided into three principal
sections. The first part presents an introduc—
tion to the academic and historical back-
ground. The former includes the research
meaning, the survey of domestic and foreign
research, the definition of the Germany poli—
cy and the research goals, etc. The latter is a

brief discussion of the emergence of the
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German division and the German question.

The second part is about the development of the GDR's
Germany policy. It is divided into five chapters in the sequence
of time.

Chapter 1 discusses the GDR's reunification policy from
its foundation in 1949 to its joining in the Warsaw Pact in 1955.
At first, the leaders of the GDR stood for the German reunifica—
tion, which was set as one of the chief tasks. However, the eco—
nomic, political and social life hadn't recovered completely in
the GDR, thus the Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) con—
centrated its main effort on the country's reconstruction in order
to solidify the new regime. On the German question, the GDR
only had made propaganda on its Germany policy such as Ger—
many should be united on the basis of the Potsdam Pact. While
the west alliance with America as the leader not only refused to
fulfill the Pact, but took active part in founding a military al-
liance which included the FRG so that they could gain strategic
superiority in the Cold War in Europe. But it was opposed reso—
lutely by the GDR that the West equipped the FRG with arms
again and brought it into a west military alliance. However, for
lack of strength, the SED had to depend on the Soviet Union
and followed its Germany policy as concerned as they could.
Then the SED aimed to found a united and neutral Germany
through negotiation claimed by the USSR. In order to enter into
negotiations with the FRG, the SED put forward a lot of sugges—

7
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tions on the way and the steps of the German unification and
made a certain concession to the FRG. But the negotiation be—
tween the two German countries was not held in the end. Since
they could not make any progress in striving for unification of
Germany, the SED devoted greater emphasis to the socialist
construction and tried to join in the political and security struc—
tures in Eastern Europe so that they could defend and develop
their regime. Although the GDR government maintained the u-
nification of Germany as its main task and exerted some efforts,
it failed to unite Germany finally because the relations between
the West and the East became more and more deteriorated. Af-
ter the FRG was integrated into the NATO, the GDR was put
into the collective security system of socialist counties by the
USSR also. Division of Germany was extended.

Chapter 2 discusses the GDR's Germany policy in the pe—
riod from the two German countries, integration into the two
military alliances respectively to the eve of the diplomacy
breakthrough of the FRG in the Eastern Europe. The German
question became permanent after the two Cold War alliances
were founded on the basis of the German division. With its po—
litical rehabilitation and economic recovery, the FRG raised
highly claims to hold modern arms such as nuclear weapons.
During the period of accumulating strength, the FRG carried out
the Hallstein Doctrine in the diplomacy field in order to isolate
the GDR and to prevent the other countries from taking the
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GDR as a sovereignty state and to refrain the broadening and
legitimacy of the German division. Confronting to the uncom-—
promising Germany policy of the FRG and the dangerous nu—
clear arms race between the two sides in the Cold War, the
GDR took a realistic attitude on the Germany policy gradually.
The aim of the GDR's Germany policy was not the direct unifi—
cation, but the equality and the peaceful coexistence between
the two German countries. In order to turn the aim into reality,
the GDR put forward the Confederation plan at first, then de-
clared for USSR's proposition of signing a peace treaty and
solving the West Berlin Problem, and at last it claimed to be
taken as a sovereignty state by the FRG directly. However, the
GDR failed again though it had done its best. By the erection of
the Berlin Wall, the GDR controlled its frontier firmly and

raised its status in the international society gradually after it

made progress in the political and economic field. As a matter of -

fact, the west alliance accepted the existence of the Berlin Wall
and this indicated that they gave tacit consent to the existence of
the GDR as a country.

Chapter 3 discusses the adjustment of the GDR’s Ger—
many policy when the relations between the West and the East
changed from confrontation to coexistence. In this chapter,the
author devotes great emphasis to how the GDR dealt with the
new Germany policy of the FRG and why it headed for the sep—
aration road. In the late 1960s, considering the stability of the

9
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GDR regime, the FRG had to adjust its Eastern policy and Ger—
many policy. In order to fight against the FRG, the GDR adjust—
ed its Germany policy quickly and greatly. At first, the GDR
worked hard to gain safety assurance from the Soviet Union and
the Eastern European nations again by treaties. The GDR ex—
pected to let its allied countries agree to act in concert that they
would not consult with the FRG until the latter had given diplo—
matic recognition to the GDR regime. However, confined by its
strength, it was difficult for the GDR to hinder the détente in
Europe. After the unconditional negotiations between the Soviet
Union and the FRG began, the GDR devoted emphasis to de—
fend itself by the adjustment of its internal policy, for example it
gave up the aim of the German unification which led to the
naissance of two German nations theory.

Chapter 4 discusses theAGDR's Germany policy during the
treaty era in 1970s and 1980s. On the basis of the de facto
recognition of the GDR regime, the two German countries
signed a lot of treaties in the early seventies, since then, the
treaty era of the two countries began. Afier their relations nor-
malized, the economic interaction and humanity intercourse be—
tween the two countries increased greaily. However, restricted
by the international situation and the competitive relations be—
tween the two German countries, it was difficult for them to im—
prove their relations deeply. But when every couniry in the

world depends on each other gradually, it was impossible for the



