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In the Beginning

My name is Allan Quatermain. My home is in Dﬁrbari in South
Africa.
White men call Africa the “Dark Continent'”. It is true. It is a

strange and secret place. Well, I must start the story.

I was returning from Cape Town by steamship. ‘At dinner, I found
myself sitting opposite a gentleman called Sir Henry Curtis. He was
one of the largest men I have éver seen. He was broad and tall. He
had yellow hair and a thick yellow beard. '

T am short. My hair and beard are dark and turning grey. Sir
Henry’s companion was a young man called Captain John Good. The
captain always wore an eyeglass® in his right eye, and his teeth were
unbelievably white and even. Later; I discovered that he was the
owner of two fine sets of false teeth.

When Sir Henry learned that my name was Quatermain, he in-

vited me to join him and his friend in their cabin®. I accepted.

The Missing Brother

“Mr Quatermain, can you keep a secret?”
“Certainly!” I said.
“You were in the ‘interior*’ last year. Did you, by any chance,
meet a mafcalled Neville?”

“T did. In if;gét he was with me for two weeks before he went north.

I recommended® a native® hunteér to take with him.”




Ring Solomon’s Mines

I Say whether the following are true or false

a) Sir Henry Curtis is short and dark

b) Quatermain was going to Cape Town.
c) The captain wore spectacles.

d) Allan can keep a secret.

e) Allan had met Neville.

f) Neville went south.

- - -
m MMM mm

Now correct the false ones.

2 Answer the questions.
a) Where does the story take place?

HOTES
1. continent: a very large area of land surrounded by sea. Al
2. eyeglass: single lens for i improving e.ight «‘?- F? ﬁﬁiﬁi
3. cabin: a room in a hoat or ship. 5t h ,
4. interior: name given by a foreigner to the distant inland areas of a country. A
5. recommend: introduce as being suitable. #£% "
6. native: original inhabitant of a country, AW A K EA

ER 98K E™



P .
“Did he tell you where he was gomg" _
I hesitated' before replymg o o
“Mr Quatermain, ‘Neville’ was my yotmger brother, George Cur-

tis. He left for South Africa in the hope of making his fortune?.”

“My friend, Captain Good; and I havé come to look for him.”
“I believe he was heading for® ‘Solomon’s Mines’,” I'said.
Both men looked at me in disbelief. I lit my pipe. It was going to

be a long explanation...

Solomon’s Mines

“Thirty years ago, I was hunting in the north of the country on the
borders* of the Great Northern Desert. I met a Spanish man who
told me about his search for the Diamond Mines of King Solomon.
He had a map.” | |

“And, my brother, George?” asked Sir Henry.

“He set out across‘the‘ desert. I made sure that he had all the
information from the map before he left.” '

“Where are these ‘Solomon’s Mines’?” asked Captain Good.

“The map shows a path across the desert, with a.water-hole about
half way. It shows twin peaks® in the mountain range, called the
Breasts of Sheba. Beyond the left peak there is Solomon”’s road
leading north across the plain, and finishing at the diamond mines.

There is supposed to be a great treasure® cave there. I do not know.”

The Journey

% ‘ ST
Q'uatermam, we are going to look for my brother. Will you come

with us?”

- g0 B &R
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3 Make a sketch of the map in the story. Put in aII the
features mentioned in the text e

4

7

4 Look at this: | hunt—I hunted—I have hunted

Do the same for these
| search ——

HOTES
1. hesitate: hold back, be in doubt about. £ #
2. fortune: (here) a large amount of money. X £ 6948 ;4 &
3. head for: go to (a place). #f 4=
4. border: the edge. i ;% %

5. peak: individual high point. \L*% | i
6. treasure: a store of gold and/or jewels. &4 M =
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I looked at Sir Henry and Good.

A 'we sat smoking our ml, I agfeéd to gb.

We made the preparations for the journey. Sir Henry was paying
all the expenses. I bought a strong cart’ with twenty oxen’® to pull
it, and employed a driver. The driver would stay with the cart at
the edge of the desert.

Late in the evening, a native called Umbopa arrived and came
into the room. He was as tall and strong as a Zulu, but his skin was
fairer.

“I hear that you are going across the Great Desert?” said Umbopa.
He spoke Zulu, but with a strange dignity*. |

“Why do you ask?” I demanded.

“I want to go with you,” said the man. “When I was a child, I
came from the north. Now, I would like to go back there.”

Sir Henry stood up and went to sténd in front of Umbopa.

“I like your looks, Mr Umbopa, and I will take you,” said Sir
Henry in English. ' A

“It is good,” replied Umbopa in Zulu, “we are ‘men’, ybu and
L”

The Desert

We travelled for three and a half months to reach the edge of
the desert. Umbopa was a good companion’, strong and cheerful.
We stood looking across the sands of the desert..Far off in the
distance, we could just see the faint outliné of ‘mbuntiins.
“We will find my brother there,” said Sir Henry. We agreed to
travel by night, and hide from the fierce heat of the sun in the

- g oD LE
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5 Find 10 adjectives, list them aﬁd write thelr opposites.
good | bad

_______________________________________________________________

6 Find the words that mean the following.
a) a long trip

1. pipe: a small tube with a bowl at one end for smoking tobacco. -
2. cart: four-wheeled wooden vehicle. W4k %

3. ox: a type of strong cattle. 2%

4. dignity: superior poise, or sense of worth. ¥ ; &

5. companion: partner or fellow traveller. 4+ ; 4% 4t
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day-time. We travelled untll all our water was gone. We went on.
Our mouths were dry and our tongues i)egan to swell “Our lips crac-
ked. S

“We must find water soon, or die!” I hardly recognised' my own
voice!

In a tiny valley in the baked desert sands, by a small pile of
rocks, we found a muddy puddle of filthy water. But the purest,
coolest wine, could not have made us happier!

We stumbled on, day after day. The mountains grew larger and
larger until they towered above us. Soon we were walking on the
lava slopes of Sheba’s Breasts. Slowly, we climbed the left peak.
We walked through deep snow, tortured® by hunger an(vi‘cold, and
took shelter in a small cave.

3 The next day, we climbed to the top of the mountain. When we
i looked down, our breath was taken away. It was like another Eden.

We descended into green valleys beside beautiful rivers.

¢

A Secret Land

“
Look!" shouted Sir Henry.

Beside us started a wide, smooth pathway cut from the rock itself.
It stretched away to the horizon®. '

“Solomon’s Road,” whispered Good, “what hands can have made
this?”

We camped for the night beside a stream, happier than we had
been for a long time. In the morning, we.rose after our good mght ]
sleep, antr made breakfast. '

“Look at<Good,”said Sir Henry, “here we are, thousands of miles

from anywhere, and he still wants to look his best!”

=8 g oD LE
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7 Complete the sentences with the correct preposition.
ol

a a tiny valley the. baked desert sands,
_________ a small pile of rocks, we found a muddy puddle
of filthy water. "

b) We walked deep snow, tortured hunger
and cold, and took shelter a small cave.

c) We descended = green valleys' = = beautiful
rivers. '

d) It stretched -~ to the horizon.

e) Wecamped
f) Soon, we were walking

+

8 Have you ever felt really hungry, or thirsty, or hot, or

cold? Describe what one of these felt like, from your
own experience.

the night a stream.

g A S O e D 8 S T e e . e s

HOTES
1. recognise: know, or find familiar. A i  #4A
2. torture: feel great pain or discomfort. /i & , % 1% ; & 4 B

3. horizon: the distant line where the sky meets the land. 3 -F £
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Good was starrding in the stream dressed only in his shirt. He
had shaved half of hisface, and his eyeglass and teeth both flashed
in the early moniing sun.

“What a strange sight,” [ agreed. - :

Suddenly, there was another flash of light, and.a spear whistled
past Good’s head and thudded into-the trunk of a tree. -

A group of men appeared. They.were as tall as any Africans we

‘had seen. Their skin was lighter than the skin of a Zulu. They were

dressed in leopard' skins. On their heads were plumes® of black
feathers. They carried spears. An older warrior’ stepped from the
group facing us. :

“Why are your faces whlte, and why is the skin of this man like
ours?” he said, pointing at Umbopa.

He did not speak in the Zulu language, but Umbopa and I-could
easily understand him.  , . .

“We are strangers to this land. We come in peace from far
away,” I said.

“Strangers in Kukuanaland must die! It is the King’s law!”

I translated for the others.

“Oh, no,” said Good. Whenever he was upset, his hand would
go up to his fine false teeth. He pulled the top set down, and let
them snap back into place. The noble warriors jumped back in fright.

“Take them out, Good,” said Sir Henry.

Obediently, Good wiped his hand across his mouth and his teeth
disappeared. He wiped again, and the white teeth shone in two
neat rows. The natives were amazed®.

“You must be the spirits® of the dead,” said the old man. “How
else coult there be a man with hair on only one side of his face,

a shining eye, teeth that come and go, and such beautiful white legs!”
I .




