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Preface

Preface

Vision and purpose

From the perspective of learning and using English, writing undoubtedly plays an
important role. When we learn English, we learn to listen, speak, read and write. But
in order to facilitate learning and realize the aim of using English for communication,
we integrate these skills. It is only when we write that we begin to examine and
organize what we have listened to, who we have spoken with, and what we have read.
Through writing we improve our overall level of English.

The main objective of a writing course is to enable students to express
themselves concisely and appropriately for an intended audience. For the past ten
years, I have been teaching “Practical English Writing” to students at Zhejiang
University. The course has been popular with students. This is mainly due to two
reasons: First, writing can be a rewarding experience, that is, using words to compose
your thoughts helps you think clearly and develop your understanding of a subject. At
the same time, you can learn and improve your communication skills. Second, writing
at the college level has clearly a wutilitarian purpose. You write a wide variety of
e-mail messages, academic essays or term papers using the computer; you write for
examinations; you write when applying for jobs or further study. Indeed, with English
as an international language, an ability to write effectively has become a prerequisite
and an advantage for any successful college students in the current climate of
globalization.

Writing for Success at College brings together my teaching experience and my
research interest in writing. The book is composed of six parts. Part One, consisting
of only one unit, aims to raise students’ awareness of the features of good writing and

the writing process. In Part Two, a review of basic writing skills is provided,
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centering on topics such as diction, sentence and paragraph writing. These two units
serve as a stepping-stone, as it were, for later writing of various kinds of texts. The
following four parts are concerned with writing for practical purposes. They deal with
functional texts like letters, company profiles, applications and essays for
examinations. Appendices include some useful materials for reference and students’
autonomous learning. A CD-ROM comes with the book on which you will find
PowerPoint lecture slides for classroom use, grammar and mechanics exercises for
students’ autonomous learning, and some useful web resources on writing.

Writing for Success at College serves readers in two ways: as a course book for
students at college, and as a reference for practical writing for both students and

professionals.

Features

Writing for Success at College has the following features:

* Guidance in critical thinking and rhetorical argument With insights from
genre theory in applied linguistics, tasks in the book are designed to support students
through an interactive process of contextualization, discussion, and joint negotiation
of texts for meaning. In doing so, students are guided to discuss sample texts critically,
and are required not only to understand how a text is organized but why a text is
written in a certain way.

* Emphasis on basic writing skills and autonomous learning Due emphasis
is placed on helping students lay a solid foundation in basic writing skills. Apart from
classroom instructions, students can improve their writing skills by doing exercises
on the CD-ROM in their own time and at their own pace.

* Use of classroom tasks for student-student and student-teacher interaction
Tasks of various types are designed to encourage students to think, discuss, write and
rewrite.

* Advice on using language to create meanings in context In explaining
writing conventions, Chinese is used to facilitate understanding. The use of language
for practical writing is summarized in the “Language Support” section of each unit
for easy reference.

* Coverage of resources for classroom use and individual references Rich

materials for self-directed learning and reference are included in the Appendices.
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Audience

Writing for Success at College is designed for intermediate learners of English with a
vocabulary of about 3000 words. Students are strongly advised to participate actively
in all classroom activities and do autonomous learning exercises on the CD-ROM

with reference to their English level.

Unit structure

Except for the first two introductory parts, each unit in the remaining four parts is
constructed in the following format.

¢ Introduction: Defines and discusses in Chinese the central theme of the unit.

* Getting Started: Prepares students by arousing their interest in learning the
unit.

* Readings: Provides real-life sample writing for communicative purposes.

* Looking at Language: Describes and highlights the use of English on a given
topic.

* Writing Tasks: Provides communicative tasks for writing practices.

* Language Support: Summarizes useful vocabulary and structures for

writing a given type of text for students’ reference and retrieval.
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Features of Written

Unit 1

Communication
FPhABRFS

If you have an apple and I have an apple and we exchange apples,
then you and I will still each have one apple. But if you have an
idea and T have an idea and we exchange these ideas, then each
of us will have two ideas.

George Bernard Shaw, Irish dramatist and writer

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
\/ identify features of good writing.
v understand the writing process.

\ show confidence in writing in English.
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