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Each c;)nsumer must evaluate her or his own situation. Are the benefits of
the product important enough to justify buying it? Advertising is intended to ap-
peal to consumers, but it does not force them to buy the product.  Consumers
still control the final buying decision.
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Violine prodigies(¥# %), I learned, have come in distinct waves from dis-
tinct regions. Most of the great performers of the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies were born and brought up in Russia and Eastern Europe. 1 asked Isaac
Stern, one of the world’s gret;test violinists the reason for this phenomenon. “It
is very clear,” he told me. “They were all Jews (3% &k A) and ]éws at the time
were severely oppressed and ill-treated in that part of the world. They were not
allowed into the professional fields, but they were allowed to achieve excellence
on a concert stage. ” As a result, every Jewish parent’s dream was to have a
child in the music school because it was a passport to the West.

Another element in the emergence of prodigies, I found, is a society that
values excellence in a certain field and is able to nurture (3% % )talent. Nowa-
days, the most nurturing societies seem to be in the Far East. “In Japan, a most
competitive society, with stronger discipline than ouré, ” says Isaac Stem. “chil-
dren are ready to fest their limits every day in many fields, including music.
When Western music came to Japan after World War IT that music not only be-
came part of their daily lives, but it became a discipline as well. ” The Koreans
and Chinese, as we know, are just as highly motivated as the Japanese.

That’s good thing, because even prodigies must work hard. Next to hard
work, biological inheritance plays an important role in the making of a prodigy.
J. S. Bach, for example, was the top of several generations of musicians, and
four of his sons had significant careers in music.
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KR, BRT —%&3E. hard work Hi biological inheritance 75 # B f3% 3%
HREEREA.
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A) Jewish Contribution to music. C) Music-and Society.

B) Tmmng of Musicians in the world. D) The Makmg of Prodngnes. .
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[#3c 33 (95 4E 6 A Passage Four f—._Bb)

‘Where do pesticides fit into the pxctuxe of environmental disease? We have
seen that they now pollute soil, water, and food, that they have the power to
make our streams fishless and our gardens and woodlands silent and birdless.
Man, however much he may like to pretend the contrary, is part of nature. Can
he escape a pollution that is now so thoroughly distributed throughout our
world? .

"We know that even single exposures to these chemicals, if the amount is
large enough, can cause extremely severe poisoning. But this is not the major
problem. The sudden illness or death of farmers, farm workers, and others ex-
posed to sufficient quantities of pesticides are very sad and should not occur. For
the population as a whole, we must be more concerned with the delayed effects
of absorbing small amounts of the pesticides that invisibly pollute our world.
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