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Preamble

To Study and Use the Experience of Others

During the course of the research of sex culture and
the establishment of China Sex Museum,We have traveled
to many countries for the sake of academic meetings,
exhibitions,lectures and tourism.Every time when we travel
abroad we will definlitely go to some places;such as the sce-
nic spots and historical sites,especially the spots and sites rel-
evant to sex culture,such as the Khajuraho Group , Sunday
market and second-hand market , where we can always find
some things concerning sex culture and impossibly buy them
in China ; red-light districts , for we need to know how the
foreign countries manage and control these regions.

Among these activities,a visit to the sex museums in
China and foreign countries is very important,because it
is directly linked up with the undertaking to which we are
dedicating now.From these sex museums we can often find
some materials and articles that can only be got in these oc-
casions.What's more,we can get some enlightenments from it,which concerns not only the
important matters like the development orientation of the sex museum,but also the small
issues,such as the lighting effect,the placement of a special exhibit,etc. . We remember we
have written down a lot of notes on our notebook when we visited Beate Uhse Erotic Mu-
seum in Berlin for the first time.

As far as we know,there are not too many sex museums in the world at the present
time.There are approximately no more than twenty sex museums in total,which are all es-
tablished in the recent ten years.For example,Beate Uhse Erotic Museum in Berlin was
established in 1996;China Sex Museum was opened to the public in 1999;the sex museum
in New York was established in 2002;the sex museum in Los Angeles was established in
2004;Korea Sex Museum was established in 2005.

This presents the tendency of development of sex museum,The establishment of sex
museum is essentially a culture industry,Now,the world culture is tending to be more
open,sex culture is of a broader field.

The focal point of the exhibitions held by the sex museums is different from each oth-
er . Some aim to present the sex culture of the local nationality,for example.China Sex
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Museum,Japan Dekoboko Shindo,etc..
Most of the sex museums present the
world culture and incorporate things of
diverse nature,including the culture rel-
ics and articles about sex.This might be an
easy way,because there are not too many
things belonging to the local nationality
and the local sex culture is not affluent at
all.

In addition,some displayed buildings
and memorial halls are closely linked up
with sex in foreign countries,although
they are not sex museums,such as the
Hirschfeld Memorial Hall in Berlin of
Germany(Hirschfeld is one of the found-
ers of the world modern sex science
in the early 20th century).In Montreal
of Canada,there is Picasso Memorial

Hall,where a great majority of the exhib-
its are Picasso's works about sex and love
and which shows the main directon of
work and life of Picasso in the later stage
In addition,there is Kinsey Institute in
Indiana University,U.S.A. there are some
showrooms of the articles about sex.

These diverse sex museums are differ-
ent not only in content but also the expres-
sion method.It reflects different situation
and cultural characteristics of different
countries.As we are engaging in the study
on sex culture,we are very sensitive about
this.In China,most of the cultural rel-
ics about sex are very conservative. If we
don’t study it and read the references,we
cannot know the true meaning of it ;but in
foreign countries,the cultural relics about
sex are very straightforward.It merely
tells us a story about sexual intercourse
and different posture.China Sex Museun
lays special stress on the cultural connota-
tion .It usually uses some relics to prove
something,for example,the sex admira-
tion in the ancient times,the evolvement of
marria'ge system,the women’s position,the
sex education,the sex literature and art and
so on .Literal explanation is placed at an
important position in China Sex Museum.
But in foreign sex museum, there is a lit-
tle literal explanation,it neglects the re-
lated knowledge, and it seems as if merely
meeting some audience’s psychology of
seeking novelty.It is fun while the audi-
ence looks at it,but after visiting they will
have nothing left in their mind.

Of course,some foreign sex museums
are worthy of learning,For example,the



sex museum in Amsterdam presents some movable models about sex.We remember there
is a male model of the same size as a real person.The man is wearing a garment.When you
stand in front of him, he will shout, take one step forward, until making his penis present
in front of you... . There is a scene looks like the house of prostitution.When the audience
stands in front of it ,the window will open,and a half-naked woman will appear out of the
window...Of course,we cannot deny that these scenes can draw the audience’s attention and
enrich the content and increase the commercial value.However,owning to the solemnity of
sex,the sense of responsibility and the self-control ability that is emphasized in China,we
must take the prudent attitude towards the development of sex culture.We cannot please the
public with claptrap.Otherwise,we will be reproached,and it will undoubtedly add a barried
to the sex culture undertaking.

A museum is a place where we teach knowledge and propagandize culture,the sex mu-
seum also shoulders the mission of changing the old ideas and establishing the creative
ideas.In this regard,the sex museum has realistic significance.China Sex Museun has been
established for 13 years.We know exactly what the audience’s feedback information about
it . Chinese visitors usually say, “we’ve never seen or heard of it before.This time we are
having a living historical and cultural course.””We never know the open-minded old gen-
erations living 5000 years ago.Modern people cannot be too conservative or backward
in this regard”.Foreign visitors usually say.”The exhibition helps us to learn more about
China.”We think.the exhibition of the cultural relics about sex I significant for people to
master the related knowledge,unveil the mysterious sex culture,inherit the historical and
cultural relics and contribute to the modern society.

Different sex culture exhibits and different sex museums reflect different sex culture.
We are making a comparative study of the sex culture of different nations.Through the
comparative study,we can have a better understanding of world culture and the develop-
ment tendency of sex culture.On the basis of the comparative study,we publish this book
introducing the sex museums both in China and foreign countries.May be some readers
have no chance to visit so many international sex museums like us,so we choose some ex-
hibits of these museums and make a detailed introduction of them.

We sincerely hope that you can enjoy this book.
Liu Dalin , HuHongxia

February 7,2008
Wan Chun Xuan , Shangha
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