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Shuangta Temple Originally called Yongzuo Temple, was built in the thirty-sixth
year of Wanli in the Ming dynasty (1608A D). The two pagodas look alike, being acta-
gonal and having thirteen storeys and a height of over 50m. They are considered the
symbol of Taiyuan city. :
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Xvanzhong Temple Originally built in the Northern Wei
(472 A.D.) peirod it used to be the ancient place where the
great Buddhist priests Daochuo and Shandao used to preach.
The ancient temple, facing south, was built according to the
structure of the mountain so that there are several tiers,
some prominent and some in the background.
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Dragon Hill Situated on the south west of Taiyuan city, the hill
is covered with green grass, trees and flowers, and has beautiful scenery.
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Tianlongshan There is a famous grotto halfway up the moun-
tain, and inside the grotto are small and exquisite carvings. The
great Buddha statue in Manshan Pavilion is a representative
work of grotto art that has been preserved intact.
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This is a Taoist carved
statue in a grotto.




The Magnificent Ancient City of Taiyuan

Taiyuan, a historic city in the north, is the provincial capital
of Shanxi. It is one of the new industrial bases of china, having
various industries such as metallurgy, coal, engineering, chemicals,
electronics and textiles, With a population of almost two million,
the city is in the central Shanxi plain surrounded by mountains
with the Feng river running through it so that the climate is
temperate. It is rich in minerals and agricultural produce as
well as beautiful in scenery: so tourists come all the year
round.

Taiyuan, formerly called Jinyang, was originally built at the
end of the Spring and Autumn Period with a history of over 2,400
years, at the time of the Northern and Southern Dynasties, it
used to be the spare capital of Eastern Wei and Northern Qi.
The once flourishing Tang dynasty originated from Jinyang, which
was called the northern capital when Changan was made the
capital of the Tang regime, On account of its long history, there
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are cultural relics and places of interest all over the Taiyuan
area.

Jin Memorial Temple was built in commemoration of the first
king Tang Shuyu of the kingdom of Jin, So the temple is famous
for the magnificent architectures of the Song dynasty, the exqui-
site figures of maidservants and its beautiful gardens.

Chongshan Temple at the east end of the city is said to be
originally the temporary dwelling place of Emperor Yang of the
Sui dynasty; but extensions were made on the old site in 1381
(Ming dynasty) by the son of Zhu Yuanzhang to commemorate his
mother, The extant Hall of Great Mercy is the most typical Ming
dynasty architecture that has been preserved in the best condition,
and possesses high artistic value. The design of the figure of
avalokitesvara with one thousand hands and one thousand eyes is
indeed grotesque and spectacular. In the hall are also preserved
Buddist scriptures of the Song, Yuan and Ming dynasty editions as
well as picture albums of Buddha's deels and about his fifty-three

BARAABERF+HEE, HR. j&. H.IESIOCEBEARE —THE AN T3,
RIS, TERIEH-

A

Clay statues in Shuanglin Temple The temple is located in Qiaotou
Village more than 100km. south west of Taiyuan. It comprises ten big and
small halls in which are housed one thousand five hundred and sixty-six
colored clay statues from the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. The
figures are vivid and life-like. This is a picture of colored statues of
Shuanglin Temple.
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disciples. They are precious material for the study of Chinese
art in the Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties

The two Ming dynasty brick towers, both over 50 m. in
height, stand loftily at the south-east end of the city and are
looked upon as the symbol of Taiyuan. The district has been
turned into a park open to the public.

The Chunyang Palace, which forms part of Shanxi Museum,
was originally the temple for offering sacrifices to the Taoist
Priest Lu Dongbin. Now there are twenty one showrooms exhibi-
ting respectively chinaware, bronze, jade articles, bamboo, wood
and ivory carvings, stone sculptures, calligraphy, paintings, rub-
bings from stone inscriptions, enamelware, lacquerware etc.
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The 1000-hand Avalokitesvara of Chongshan Temple The
1000-hand and 1000-eye Avalokitesvara in the Hall of Great
Mercy in this temple is over 7m. high, colorful and vivid

Altogether there are over two thousand articles on display from
the ancient earthen ware of the Yangshao culture to the cultural
relics of the successive dynasties. In fact all the cultural relics of
Shanxi province as one_of the cradles of the chinese civilization
in the middle reaches of the Hwanghe River are gathered here
for the benefit of tourists.

From time immemorial shanxi has been a rich province. In
Taiyuan the tourist may taste the local slightly sweet, snowwhite
rice. the good shanxi cooked wheaten food., the famous wines and
the delicious Taiyuan vinegar. If he is interested, he may also
bring home replicas of cultural objects, articles of industrial art
as well as celebrated chinese medicines.
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The painting scrolls of Buddha The colored  painted

depicting Buddha's deeds are precious material for the study of

Chinese painting art.
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Stone carvings in
Chunyang Palace.
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Chunyang Palace The palace was built to commemorate the
Taoist priest Lu Chunyang of the Tang dynasty. Now it forms
part of the Shanxi Museum. This is an exterior view of Chun-
yang Palace.
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The library in Yingze Park The library was built in the
Ming dynasty, looking simple and dignified.
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Yingze Guesthouse
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The dining hall of Jin
Temple Guesthouse.
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Foreign guest buying articles
in the Friendship Shop.
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Bedroom and dishes in These are native
Bingzhou Guesthouse. products of Shanxi -
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Yingze Street
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Taiyuan Railway Station
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The Sacred Lady Hall
The hall was used for
making sacrifices to Yi-
jiang, the mother of Tang
Shuyu. It looks magnifi-
cent and is the oldest
wooden building in Tai-
yuan city.
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The Beautiful Scenery of Jin Memorial Temple

At the foot of Xuanweng Mountain to the southeast of
Taiyuan there is a scenic spot where there are winding streams
and mountains all round with ancient trees reaching to the sky,
while pavilions, terraces, and grandiose halls are interspersed
among them. This is the famous place of historic interest Jin
Memorial Temple.

The temple has a long history. After Duke of Zhou's eastern
expedition, King Cheng made his brother Shuyu Prince of Tang,
but, after the latter's death, his son Xie renamed his principality
Jin, because the Jin River ran through his territory: gradually his
principality became a strong country. Later a memorial was
erected on his behalf. It was first built before the northern Wei
dynasty and, after renovations and extensions in successive dynas-
ties, has attained its present scale.

The Sacred Lady Hall built during the reign of Tiansheng in
the Northern Song dynasty, though nearly a thousand years old, is
still sturdy as before magnificent and grandiose. It is one of the
famous ancient Chinese architectures. In the hall are preserved
intact forty-three statues of human size that look like living
beings.

On entering the hall, one feels as if in a sumptuous palace.
The gorgeous Sacred Lady Yijiang sits in the center with maid-
servants waiting on both sides, their dresses, postures and manners
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Fish Pond with Flying Beams Being the second spring of the

Jin River, the pond is square and in it are planted thirty-four
small octagonal stone pillars, on top of which is a system of

brackets on crossbeams supporting the surface of the bridge in
the form of a cross.

being all different. From these one can differentiate their respec-
tive ages and stations. For instance, the ones with slender bodies
and in elegant dresses are dancing girls. Those having seals on
their left palms and holding them with their right bands while
their bodies bend slightly forward are the servants in charge of
seals. There are innocent and graceful young maids of honour
and prudent and gloomy looking old maids. Some hold broom-
sticks, some carry jugs of water, while others are bringing in
dishes and ready to serve, and still others are in charge of the
stationery, Everyone of them is so vivid and exquisite in every
detail that they constitute masters of Chinese sculptural art par
excellence.

Beside the Hall of the Sacred Lady is an everlasting spring
under an octagonal roof with a pointed top, Here the tourist
may see his reflection on the water just as in the mirror, while
bubbles come out from the bottom of the spring like pearls. This
spot is the essence of Jin Memorial Temple, for here the water
is so clear like green jade that the place seems to be in spring-
time all the year round.

After renovations and extensions in the past dynasties, the
ancient Jin Memorial Temple has become a complete group of
magnificent antique architectures.

The precious halls, pavilions, terraces, bridges and archways
are interspersed amongst the gardens according to the lie of the
land so as to enhance the beauty of the place.
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Nanlao Spring The
springs is the main sour-
ce of the Jin River which
flows all the year round.
It derives its name from
the Book of Songs, “Nan-
lao” meaning “everlas-
ting” in Chinese.
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Zhou Cypress It is said the
cypress was planted in the Wes-
tern Zhou period. Nine hundred

. : i k £ years ago the Song dynasty writer
SRS XARRARRRXRE | & - R N < 3 ' Ouyang Xiu composed a couplet
Ll = TR ; and recited it here: “As the propi-
y ¥ : S tions place enriches the plants.
The old green cypress is luxuriant
in the mist.” The cypress, together
with the ever-bubbling Nanlao Sp-
ring and the exquisite Song dyna-
sty figures of maidservants. are
known as “The Three Wonders
of Jin Temple”,
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Figures of maidservants In the Sacred Lady
Hall there are forty-two Song dynasty clay figures
of maidservants, which are life-size and vivid in
expression, being excellent works of Song dynasty
clay sculpture.
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Iron statues There are four iron statues on a predestal, Cast
in 1097 (Northern Song dynasty). They have withstood all kinds of
weather for eight hundred years and still are bright and rustless.
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Tang dynasty tablet The characters were written by Emperor
Taizhong of the Tang dynasty in 646AD, called “Inscriptions and in-
troduction to Jin Memorial Temple™ There are altogether one thousand
two hundred and three characters in a style free and easy and yet
vigorous. It is the oldest tablet in running hand now extant.
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Memorial Temple of Tang Shuyu In the central shrine is the
figure of Tang Shuyu with twelve Ming dynasty female figures,
some holding bamboo flutes, some pipa and others string instru-
ments, They look like a rather comprehensive ancient band.
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