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With breaths of winds and clouds, the Yangtze River pours down from the source, the Tangula Mountains. It rushes out of the
Kuimen Col, cleaves through the Qutang Gorge, the Wu Gorge, and the Xiling Gorge. Finally, when the gorges end, the wild
stream opens its arm to the broad heaven. Here, the god shows us a great landscape picture painting a beautiful city palmed
by the mild hills and the calm broad water.

Being proud of the long-drawn-out histories, the birth of countless heroes brings glory to the land of Yichang. Not only did the
place gestate the ancient Chinese Changyang Man and the centuries-old Ba Chu Culture, but also gave birth to Qu Yuan, one
of the historical world's renowned poets, and Wang Zhaojun, the ancient Chinese female peace emissary. In the Three
Kingdoms period (A.D. 222-280), here was the stage for heroes to show their courage and swords. In the past dynasties, literati
and scholars left countless poems and writings singing for the beautiful landscape.

Yichang is rich in the natural resources. On the land stand over 300 hydropower stations including those world's famous Three
Gorges Project, Gezhouba Hydropower Station, the Geheyan Station and Gaobazhou Station in the Qing River, and etc. Thatis
the why the land was named "the world's center of hydropower". Alsoregarded as a national important rich mineral reserve
area, here is one of the main production bases of the phosphorus and the high quality graphite. In addition, the unique
biological resources make the land well known as "the green mine", as well as the "the kingdom of plants".

Yichang is a piece of dreamland in the world charming for its unique landscape of overlapping mountain ridges, the wriggling
mild streams, and the countless magic caves. Every step you move brings you different view angles of the natural views.
Especially, the Yangtze Three-Gorges shows the world its enduring graceful bearing.

The piece of magic land is becoming a hot place that is best for the human living and the business setup. A golden bridge has
been built for those who have great ambition and talent to invest Yichang. We are proud to live in the beautiful and hopeful
land. We are proud to devote ourselves to the charming and modem field. The people in Yichang open their arms to the
outside world with their industriousness, bravery, and the hospitalities. They would like to create a brighter future together with
the guests from all over the world.

The Secretary of the Commission of Yichang of the Communist Party of China Mr. Youcai Li
The Mayor of the Municipal Government of Yichang -Mr. Youming Guo
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YICHANG IN THE PAST

Yichang is situated in the southwest part of the Hubei Province, just at the conjunctional point of the upper stream and the
middle stream of the Yangtze River. As a hot military strategic place known for long, Yichang is named as "the Gate to the
Three Gorges" and "the throat between Sichuan and Hubei". Now in the territory about 21,000 square kilometers, it governs five
counties, three cities, and five districts, including two Tujia Minorities autonomy counties of Changyang and Wufeng. The total
population is 4.15 million including 1.21 million people living in the urban area.

Yichang, called "Yiling" in the ancient China, got its name from a poem sentence "The water smooth here, the mountain hills
here". Human living can be traced to over 200 thousand years ago by strong evidences such as the unearthed fossil of the
Changyang Man, tens of other New Stone Age relics in Zhongbaodao, and Chaotianzui which has strong characters of the
Daxi Culture. About 7000 to 8000 years ago, the aborigines started living here and created effulgent ancient civilization.
During the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, the Chu Kingdom started building city and fortress in the
territory. In the later over 2000 years, Yichang has kept being the situation of the government of the local counties, states, and
even the kingdoms in the past dynasties.

The local climate belongs to the sub-tropical monsoonal zone which has the clear shifts of the four seasons. The mild weather
brings abundant rain. Unique terrain, physiognomy, and climate give the birth of various unique natural resources. In its
territory, the streams weave, the minerals mine, and the species grow. Among the rich natural resources, the hydropower,
minerals, forest products, and tourism are particularly worth intensive exploitation and development.

Yichang prides for herself on the developed traffic conditions. The golden stream for navigation of the Yangtze River flows 232

kilometers through the territory, which flourishes two big ports, the Yichang Port and the Zhijiang Port. About the roads, the 318

national highway runs across the city, and the Yihuang Freeway connects the national freeway network. About the rail
transportation, the Jiaoliu Railway runs across the Yangtze River near Zhijiang County. For the air traffic, the Three Gorges Airport
has more than 20 lines connecting other main cities in the nation. Along with the launch of the national strategy of developing
the west, four new big channels will be built in the territory including the Yiwan Railway, Hanglan Freeway, Hurong Freeway, and
the natural gas pipeline from Sichuan to the East China.

Yichang is the birthplace of the Chu Civilization. Qu Yuan, one of the world's historical cultural celebrities, and Wang Zhaojun,
the ancient female Chinese peace emissary, were born in the land. The rich historical cultural heritages established a massive
foundation for the modern civilizations. After the foundation of the People's Republic of China, especially since the nation's
opening to the outside world, the local economic development was accelerated. New changes take places with each passing day
that helps greatly in improving the local civilians' life. In 2003, local GDP reached RMB 49.1 billion Yuan, and the government
got the public finance revenue about RMB 5.366 billion Yuan. According to relevant statistics, the urban civilians' average annual
manageable income exceeded RMB 7033 Yuan, while the farmers' average net income reached RMB 2588 Yuan.
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= P& &5 15, [B] The ancient map of the old Yichang
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As an old city with over 2000 years of age, the history of Yichang can be traced to the time when the Yiling County was setup
here in the Han Dynasty. Though the site was moved and rebuilt repeatedly later on, in AD 1379 (Hongwu Year 12 in Ming
Dynasty), the ancient town of Yiling was finally located in a ellipse shape area surrounded by 4 roads, the Huancheng Road
North, Huancheng Road East, Huancheng Road South, and the previous Huancheng Road West.




BEETITHXX The map of modern Yichang
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