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Abstract

Migrants’ impacts on economic development come from many
aspects. On one hand, as carriers of labor, technology, capital and
other production elements, migrants change the production elements
condition of outflow and inflow areas, and thus affect their economic
development. On the other hand, not only as carriers of production
elements, but also as real people, they make decisions subject to
objective factors facing them and subjective factors they own, which
affect performance of the production elements they carry, and in this
way, they also exert impacts on economic development of outflow and
inflow areas.

To study migrants’ impacts on economic development, the book
introduces * idiosyncrasy ”, and defines migrants’ idiosyncrasy as
distinctiveness of certain migrants’ contribution to = economic
development, and divides it into idiosyncrasy [ and II. The former is
distinctiveness on contribution manner of certain migrants, and the latter
is distinctiveness on contribution exertion of certain migrants.

Migrants’ idiosyncrasy I emphfasizes different migrants have
different contribution manners to economic development.. Migrants’
manners of contribution to economic development can be divided into
three types: labor, technology and capital, while in practice, there is a
possibility that certain migrants’ contribution manner is of mixed type.
However, even if migrants have the same contribution manner, their
impacts on economic development are not the same absolutely, which

also relates to scarcity of relevant elements and production mode of
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the area.

Migrants’ idiosyncrasy II stresses different migrants have different
contribution exertion to economic development. Factors causing migrants’
different contribution exertion include objective factors, subjective factors
and decision-making. Here, decision-making does not refer to the
original migration decisions, but decisions after migration. The
relationship among the three is not parallel, but gradual. Objective
factors include migrants’ production and living conditions, such as
whether they have full employment and suffer discrimination, which
constitute external conditions for migrants’ decision-making. Subjective
factors, including sources of immigration, level of education, family
size, past income, migration permission and emigration motivation
etc. , constitute internal conditions for migrants’ decision-making.
Conditioned by these factors, migrants make decisions, which can be
generally divided into two categories: One is the movement of their own,
namely, remigration; the other is capital flow dominated by them,
namely, remittance. Different decisions on these two issues will impose
effects on migrants’ exertion of contribution to economic development.

In accordance with the actual situation, the thesis divides migrants
into rural-urban migrants, inter-city migrants and international migrants.
Because there are huge differences among them, particularly in their
composition : almost all rural-urban migrants are of labor type, inter-city
migrants are mainly of technology type, and international migrants are a
combination of the three.

Chapter 1 defines and analyzes migrants’ idiosyncrasy, and
summarizes idiosyncrasy [ and II of rural-urban migrants, inter-city
migrants and international migrants in a table. According to the table,
Chapter 2, 3 and 4 conduct careful studies on the idiosyncrasy I and II
of rural-urban migrants, inter-city migrants and international migrants
respectively, and each part of the studies is detailed to the implications

of migrants’ idiosyncrasy for economic development of their outflow and



inflow areas.

Chapter 2 mainly studies the idiosyncrasy of rural-urban migrants.
As to idiosyncrasy [, almost all rural-urban migrants contribute
economic development in labor type manner, which can be seen from
their academic education, non-academic education and vocation
distribution. For urban area, measurement results show that rural-urban
migrants create a great deal of GDP through labor, at the same time,
because they engage in labor-based work which is complementary to the
work  local population - engage, their immigration dilutes high
unemployment rate and creates more employment opportunities in urban
area. For rural area, on one hand, rural-urban migrants benefit
agriculture and rural development by reducing surplus labors, on the
other hand, they cause rural area losing “ grass-root elites” , so they
harm agriculture and rural development. However in general terms, the
advantages of their existence outweigh disadvantages. As to idiosyncrasy
I, in objective factors, rural-urban migrants are mostly employed
inadequately in subordinate labor market with low living standards and
discrimination, while in subjective factors, differences between
generations on such personal characteristics as educational level, family
size and emigration motivation appear on them, which together lead to
the first and second generations of rural-urban migrants’ significant
differences on remigration and remittance, thus affecting their exertion of
contribution to urban and rural areas. For this particularity of rural-urban
migrants, their idiosyncrasy II is the focus of this chapter, and decision
tree method is used to conduct a standardized research of it.

Chapter 3 mainly studies inter-city migrants’ idiosyncrasy. As to
idiosyncrasy I , whether from qualitative or quantitative angle, inter-city
migrants’ manner of contribution to economic development is technology-

based, and their migration not only changes the quantity and quality of
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human capital of outflow and inflow area, but also leads to the changes

of other elements’ marginal reward, thus influencing elements flow
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between different areas and polarization effect. For this particularity on
human capital quality, inter-city migrants’ idiosyncrasy [ is the focus of
this chapter, and a model analysis as well as an empirical research are
integrated to explore it. As to idiosyncrasy Il , in objective factors, they
have better conditions than rural-urban migrants, while in subjective
factors, they come from urban areas with higher education level, smaller
family size, higher past income and more complex emigration motives,
which lead to their higher remigration rate and less remittances.
Differences on such decisions cause their different exertion of
contribution to economic development.

Chapter 4 mainly studies international migrants’ idiosyncrasy. As to
idiosyncrasy [ , international migrants are a mix of labor, technology
and capital types of migrants, and they impose implications to outflow
and inflow countries by their labor, technology and capital respectively.
As to idiosyncrasy II , they have differences on objective and subjective
factors, resulting in different decisions on their remigration and
remittance, thereby affecting their exertion of contribution to their
cutflow and inflow countries. In view that international migrants are a
mix of labor, technology and capital types of migrants, and Chapter 2
and 3 have given reference methods for the study of idiosyncrasy [ and
Il , this chapter focuses on a comparative analysis of different types of
international migrants’ idiosyncrasy.

Chapter 5 studies the relationship among migrants’ idiosyncrasy,
urbanization and competitiveness. After a review and definition of
urbanization and competitiveness, the thesis finds that both of migrants’
idiosyncrasy I and II have important implications on urbanization of
inflow area, while regulations of heterogeneous migrants inevitably
involve in the competitiveness of that area, at the same time, there are
close static and dynamic relationship between urbanization and
competitiveness, and the interactions between them could even lead to

path dependence. On this basis, the thesis presents that, in control of



heterogeneous migrants, government should pay attention to the
relationship among the three and consider knock-on effect in policy-
making.
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