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Bodhisattva

The thought of Bodhisattva bears a great significance for the Buddhist philosophy, in particular for the
Mahayana.

. It is noticed that the thought of Bodhisattva already appeared in Hinayana although in'the end it became
- prevailed in Mahayana. According to the jataka, the Buddha’s length of life is unlimited due to his accumulated
past merits. Before becoming a Buddha, Sakyamuni passed through numerous previous existences in a wide
variety of forms, one of which is a Bodhisattva. Furthermore, altruism and self-sacrifice are two of the most
important virtues exalted in the jatakas, These emphases on altruism, along with universal compassion,
became the focal point of the bodhisattva ideal of Mahayana Buddhism. The Mahayanists differ from the
Hinyanists who are keen on obtaining liberation for themselves by their own efforts. The Mahayanists, on
the other hand, do not care for their own salvation. They become more solicitous about the deliverance of
their fellow creatures than about their own. Their compassion for the sufferings of others actuates them to
renounce their comforts, merits and even their right to salvation. For example, the ideal of Bodhisattva
Avalokite§vara is represented as refusing his well-earned Nirvana until all beings of the world were in
possession of the bodhi knowledge and obtained freedom from worldly miseries. In one word, the characteristic
of the Bodhisattva is a combination of wisdom and compassion. Wisdom indicates his pursuit to Buddhahood
or Nirvana, whereas compassion represents his ideal to salve all beings from sufferings.

In order to reach the ultimate goal of Buddhahood, it is necessary for the Bodhisattva to practise the ten
Paramitas which make a Buddha, and continue to accumulate merit in his different re-births, always bearing
in mind that his sole aim in becoming a Tathagatha is to save all creatures from sufferings.

Due to their aspect of compassion and salvation, they play an important role in teaching and leading
layman to achieve to the Buddhahood. It is just because of their exalted function that they gained higher
reputation and more popularity among the Buddhist Believers even than Buddhas in Buddhist pantheon,
such as, Avalokite§vara, Mafijusri, especially the group of eight Bodhisattvas. In Tibet there is a another
important group of Bodhisattvas consisting of Avalokite§vara, Majusii and Vajrapani which respectively

stand for compassion, wisdom and power of Buddha.
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Inland or Tibet in China

15" century

Brass

H.32cm
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Beijing

Xuande period (1426-1435), Ming Dynasty

Gilt bronze

H.25cm
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Padmapani

Northeastern

9 century

Brass

H. 16.5cm
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Padmapani

Nepal

8% to 9™ century

Copper

H. 13.2.cm
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