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Chapter Ten

The Palace of Versailles, or simply Versailles,
is a royal chateau' located in Versailles, the Ile-de-
France region of France. In French, it is known as the
Chateau de Versailles. Versailles was a country village
when the chateau was built; today, however, it is a
suburb’ of Paris, approximately twenty kilometers
southwest of the French capital Paris. The court of
Versailles was the centre of political power in France
from 1682, when Louis XIV moved from Paris, until
the royal family was forced to return to the capital
in October 1789. Therefore, Versailles is famous not
only as a building, but also as a symbol of the system
of absolute monarchy’ of the Ancien Regime’ .
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' Eiffel Tower  I&IE/RESE

The Eiffel Tower is an iron tower built on the
Champ de Mars beside the Seine River in Paris. It is
300m high, making it the tallest building in Paris. The
tower has become a global icon of France and is one of
the most recognizable’ structures in the world. More
than 200 million people have visited the tower since
its construction in 1889, including 6.7 million in 2006,
making it the most visited paid monument’ in the
world. At the time of completion’ in 1889, it was the
world’s tallest tower until 1930 when New York City’
s Chrysler Building (319m-tall) was completed. The
tower is now the fifth-tallest structure in France and the
tallest structure in Paris.
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