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Abstract

China is currently experiencing various social transitions. With its former compo-
sitional relationships broken by the rapid developments, and its new structure still im-
mature, Chinese society is still unstable and constantly reconfiguring itself. There are
intense conflicts in various domains, with no exception in architecture. During the ac-
celerated progression of urbanization, China achieved an astonishing built volume,
while at the same time arouse phenomenal controversy. Architectural practice in China
faces unprecedented challenges and predicament. The main goal of this book is to find
out how to confront and understand these phenomena and controversies within the con-
text of social transitions.

The book is based on the theory of values, bridging the discourses of architecture
and social studies. After setting up the links between architecture and values from the
standpoints of history and theory, the dissertation sets forth to analyze the shift in val-
ues in the transitional period and the current status of architectural practice in China,
on the levels of macro social structure and micro constituent players. Thereby, the dis-
sertation reaches a further understanding of China’s current predicament and its ori-
gins, and concludes with a series of strategies, in various aspects such as society-ar-
chitecture-architects, and social structure-values-practice. This research widens the
scope of architectural studies, deepens the understanding of the architectural practice
in China, and therefore provides guidance for future developments.

The book is divided into three parts;

Part I Theories. Starting with several recent debates, Chapter 1 establishes cur-
rent architectural practice in China as an object of research. After an overview of the
existing research and writing, the chapter presents the theme of the book is to re-
search the status quo of architectural practice in China in relation to values. It also in-
troduces the purpose, significance, method, and structure of the book. Chapter 2 in-
troduces the theories related to value and finds the links between value theories and ar-
chitectural studies, and therefore sets up the research framework for the book.

Part II: Analyses. Within the research framework, there are two levels of analy-
ses: macro (society) and micro ( constituencies) . Chapter 3 deals with the macro

level. It analyzes the shift in values caused by the transitions of social structure, or-



ganization, and operational mechanism, in economical, political and cultural do-
mains. Focusing on the impacts on architecture, the chapter reaches a further under-
standing of the background, origins, and potentials of the current conditions of Chi-
nese architecture. Chapter 4 researches the micro level constituencies: governments,
developers, and the general public. Analyses are done on their relationship of inter-
ests, positions and the resulted architectural values. The chapter also observes what
shapes architects’ values in the market environment, what builds up the internal and
external systems of architectural practice, and how values of the other players in the
market affect and change architects’ values, and eventually change the design.

Part IIT: Strategies. Chapter 5 discusses how to confront and adapt to the current
conditions of architectural practice in China, from the quadrants of the social system-
social values-architectural practice system-architectural values, and establishes a po-
sition and a series of strategies from the point of an architect in practice. The conclu-
ding chapter summarizes the results of the research, points out the inevitable inade-

quacies, and proposes possible advanced topics for future researches.
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