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Unit 1 Vincent van Gogh

TN RAEE M DBORENRIREER S FERE . HETEST AR
&, BfiALERRERAEBRN, TEARESEHE BT, LEEE—
M4, AR SR AR R R R . IR, XIUE S KRR R
£: “Where Has van Gogh Gone?” &+, FLEA T HRIRMNRE. M
ETEENSIRF AL, JIE TG ERFOHAL, BT B —3.

Part A LS RFENERAHT LEAEZERBHRBREIELAE (B
&) MR, URMAKATEE. XERRE -EHXRTXBERKIKE (O
FIE), MERZAINEIHAEE.

Part B 2 — &% T &4 FHISCE, M RBRAITA LA BIX AL KN EREA
RHARYE R SN ES R EFHRE.
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“...looking at the stars always makes me dream... Why, | ask myself,
shouldn’t the shining dots of the sky be as accessible as the black dots on the
map of France? Just as we take the train to get to Tarascon or Rouen, we
take death to reach a star.”

—Vincent van Gogh

When Vincent van Gogh was a patient in an asylum at Saint-Rémy in the
south of France, he wrote to his brother Theo: “This morning | saw the country
from my window a long time before sunrise, with nothing but the morning star,
which looked very big.” The morning star is another name for Venus, and it
may be the large white pulsating form. Van Gogh stayed up three nights in_a
row to paint the view from his window in the asylum, because, as he said, “the
night is more alive and more richly colored than the day.”

But Van Gogh was not just painting an image of what he saw. In fact, the
church spire here is typical of Holland, the artist’s native country. So this is a
picture rooted in his imagination and memory as well—a fantastic, apocalyptic

vision of the night sky. What others might have viewed as a placid scene, Van
Gogh has rendered in heaving and churning waves. Each stroke of paint is

more than a dab of color—it’s a field of energy, as well.
The contrast between the chaos of the heavens and the quiet order of the
village below is remarkable. The Cyprus tree—known as the tree of death for

its traditional associations with graveyards and mourning—creates a
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flame-like connection between the earth and sky. But for Van Gogh, a man of
strong Christian faith, death was not ominous; it was the path to heaven.

Vincent

BY Don McLean

Starry, starry night

Paint your palette blue and gray

Look out on a summer’s day

With eyes that know the darkness in my soul
Shadows on the hills

Sketch the trees and the daffodils

Catch the breeze and the winter chills

In colors on the snowy linen land

Now | understand what you tried to say to me
And how you suffered for your sanity

How you tried to set them free

They would not lisfen, they did not know how
Perhaps they'll listen now

Starry, starry night

Flaming flowers that brightly blaze

Swirling clouds in violet haze

Reflect in Vincent's eyes of china blue
Colors changing hue

Morning fields of amber grain

Weathered faces lined in pain

Are soothed beneath the artist’s loving hand
Now | understand what you tried to say to me
And how you suffered for your sanity

And how you tried to set them free
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They would not listen, they did not know how
Perhaps they'll listen now

For they could not love you

But still your love was true

And when no hope was left inside

On that starry, starry night

You took your life as lovers often do

But | could have told you, Vincent

This world was never meant

For one as beautiful as you

Starry, starry night

Portraits hung in empty halls

Frameless heads on nameless walls

With eyes that watch the world and can’t forget
Like the strangers that you've met

The ragged men in ragged clothes

A silver thorn, a bloody rose

Lie crushed and broken on the virgin snow

Now | think | know what you tried to say to me
And how you suffered for your sanity

And how you tried to set them free

They would not listen, they’re not listening still
Perhaps they never will...

New Words
accessible [ok'sesabl] adj. SEHEN, WELAN, WEMREN
*asylum [a'sailom] n. WZHT, SOFRE, REMR
#pulsate [pal'seit, ‘palseit] vi. 835, Bk3h, AREHBEE

#spire ['spais] n. R



fantastic[feen'teestik]

#apocalyptic [spoka’liptik]

vision ['vizen]
#placid ['pleesid]
render ['rends]
heave [hi:v]
#churn [t]a:n]
stroke[strauk]
#dab [deeb]

chaos [keios]
#ominous ['ominas]
#palette ['paelit]
#daffodil ['deefadil]
chill [tfil]

*linen ['linin]

#sanity ['seeniti]
*blaze [bleiz]

*swirl [swa:l]

*haze [heiz]
#amber ['=emba]

*soothe [su:9d]
ragged ['reegid]
crush [Kraf]

Phrases

nothing but
stay up
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adj. ZJAEM, TRE, BEFLEN
adj. BEaREM, RKEM

n. #Lh, M, LE, L%, 7%
adj. “FHH

vt. R, #E

v. Z5i

(%‘Cl%) —%, B

D&, B

. VREL, VBRI (T RTE AT IS TR
adj. TIRH, BIKM, AEFM
n. AR

n. KAli4E

n. ¥E, #EHE, FEL

n. YERRAR, JERRH]S

adj. YE kA ), SRR

n. R4

n. K&, JeiE

vi. ke, B, WK

n. e, WIRE

vi. ¥THE, #5%, Sk

n. BEH

adj. ZEFIHIN, BEHE () 1
vt. i (%) P, <@

adj. B v

vt. FERE, BREE, B8, B

=.=.=.<

/\ /\Tl_
ANEE, K
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in a row
be typical of
be known as
set free

Notes

Vincent van Gogh

Tarascon, Rouen, Saint-Rémy

Theo
Venus['vi:nas]
Holland['halend]
Cyprus tree

448 ( The Preposition )
I JE— AR B R ERAE, BEARREMOLELE .. MAS GRS —
MBS AREE . M EEEERAMARE, B R AR F RN

R

HAEEENTEN T TRAH RS

RiE

This morning | saw the country from my window a long time before

sunrise.

What others might have viewed as a placid scene, Van Gogh has

pE- N

P 3ESh:

RE LREMIHND

[(ZFw] degin, [R] &8
fii=

EE)

Grammar

rendered in_heaving and churning waves.

EiE

Shouldn’t the shining dots of the sky be as accessible as the black dots



Unit 1 Vincent van Gogh 7

on the map of France?

Vincent van Gogh was a patient in an asylum at Saint-Rémy jn the south
of France.

But Van Gogh was not just painting an image of what he saw.
M =&

Vincent van Gogh was in an asylum.
Van Gogh is of strong Christian faith.

A5 oAb A 2SR (R EIALD):
5ahiREe

Looking at the stars always makes me dream...
Just as we take the train to get to Tarascon or Rouen...
He wrote to his brother Theo.

SkAREER

The church spire here is typical of Holland.

ER:

1. HEEERENFANERE, BEELAKESEDHE. —$RU, &AR
W REAR AR ESRAR, WRERE. Fi.

Look out on a summer’s day.

When no hope was left inside...

My heart will go on.

2. WEFHHMEE: HARENNARE.

Exercises

l. Discuss the following questions (pair work).
1. Why did Van Gogh prefer to paint at night when he was in the asylum?
2. How did Van Gogh depict the scene outside the asylum window?
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3. What role does the Cyprus tree play in Van Gogh’s painting?
4. What do you think of Van Gogh, both as an artist and as a man?

ll. Fill in the blanks with the words given below, changing the form when
necessary.

dab pulsate heave chaos ominous
daffodil linen render swirl soothe

1. The storm the sea into mountainous waves.

2. She v the child who was afraid.

3.A of blue can make the picture perfect.

4. In both China and the West, is endowed with rich
cultural meanings.

5. His heart with excitement, as he saw the rich colors
in the painting.

6. In Huang Binhong's paintings, we can find order in the .

7. The sky is filled with black clouds.

8. He just liked the texture of ; this is one of the
reasons why he chose oil painting as his major.

9. With the wind in the mountains, he was feeling the

power of nature.

10. If you were Van Gogh, how would you these

trees and daffodils?
lll. Choose the best word to fill in the blanks, changing the form when
necessary.

1. access(n, v), accessible, inaccessible

a. These foreigners can not find the _ to Chinese

culture.
b. Some virus has into my computer.

c. The premier is an - person, which is fortunate for
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his people.
. Heavy snow made the mountain village to traffic.

. fantasy, fantastic, fantastically
. The advantage of cartoon is that it can create any kind of

. The movie reproduced the scenes of that particular
time.

. The performance of Chinese athletes was just !

. vision, visual, visually
. Besides being functional, the product should also be
comfortable.

. Bob was interested in all kinds of arts as a child.

. Through his movies, he is trying to realize all the fantastic

that ever appeared in his mind.

4. chaos, chaotic, chaotically

a. What has made our art market so ?

b. The buildings were built, which made the area look
rather ugly. '

c. Their dorm was a of papers, books and old clothes.

5. sane, insane, sanity

a. Don't lose your in front of your vanity.

b. He must be to drive his car so fast.

c. | don’t think a person would drive as dangerously
as he did.

6. spire, inspire, inspiration

a. by the primitive sculptures, he created his distinctive
style.

b. Success equals to 90 percent sweat plus10 percent

The of church is typical of the local architecture.
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IV. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. R —Z, ek REEE. (nothing but)
2. ATHERR, WARIER=,1. (stay up)
3. MR FEELE=FEEIEH. (in arow)
4. XERARKEERTHEBEKER. (be typical of)
5. ENRIRBIA A BRI FE XL EK 4. (be known as)

6. MBI RBIERM T BAITMEIE. (set free)
V. Cloze.
Vincent van Gogh is 1 considered as the greatest Dutch

painter 2 Rembrandt who has a powerful influence on expressionist
art. He turned 3 800 oil paintings and 600 sketches, but in his lifetime
only of them was sold. However, nearly 100 years after his death,
his painting 5 “Sunflower” was auctioned off 6 240 million

francs, the highest price ever paid for a work of art at auction.

1. A. general B. generally C. generate D. gene
2. A. after B. before C. than D. with
3.A.in B. to C. off D. out
4. A. one B. two C. three D. four
5. A. entitled B. entitle C. entitling D.to

6. A.in B. at C. with D. of

............................................................

............................................................

Vincent van Gogh was born on March 30,1853 in Bravant, a cold and
humid part of the north of Holland. He maintained with his brother Theo, four
years younger than him, a relationship that would determine his existence and
his art. The correspondence that both interchanged throughout all their lives is
the testimony of the intensity of their relationship.



