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Preface to the Chinese Translation

When we began writing this book in 1994, more than a quarter of a century had
passed since a comprehensive history of Greece had been published in English. Our

goals then were modest. We hoped to provide students and teachers with a full and

interesting account of the remarkable achievements of the ancient Greeks that

reflected the advances of contemporary scholarship. Much has happened since then.
The success of the book has exceeded our hopes. This book and a shorter version have
become the most widely read textbooks on Greek history in the English speaking
world. A Spanish translation appeared in 2001 and Modern Greek and Polish
translations are in preparation. The publication of this Chinese translation, however,
is particularly gratifying, since it will make available our book to the largest reading
public in the world. We would like to express our gratitude to Professor Zhou Ping of
Shanghai University for undertaking the challenging task of translating our book and
Shanghai Joint Publishing Company for doing us the honor of selecting it for
translation. We only regret that our cherished colleague Walter Donlan did not live to

enjoy this recognition of our work.

Sarah B. Pomeroy
Stanley M. Burstein
Jennifer T. Roberts

2008 -12-14
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