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ANNOUNCING ONE OF THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY
DOCUMENTS OF MODERN TIMES

TO APPEAR IN FOUR INSTALMENTS IN ASIA MAGAZINE

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MAO TSE-TUNG

Here is a story which in human interest and historic
importance ranks with such major scoops of ASIA's
as Lowell Thomas' story of Lawrence of Arabia and
Vincent Sheean's report on Abd-el-Krim. Mao Tse-
tung was one of the founders of the Communist Party
in China. For ten years he has been one of the leaders
of the Red Armmy of China, the exploits of which have
been legendary. Today, as Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China, he is a
dominating figure in the negotiations with the Central
Government for an anti-Japanese united front.

The autobiography tells with the greatest candor
of Mao Tse-tung's child-
hood and boyhood, de-

THE MAN ON
THE CHINESE
PUT A PRICE

scribes in simple and lively
fashion his family life, his
experiences in school, the
events which influenced him

toward liberalism and, later,

You must read ASIA
Magazine if you want
full, factual and
impartial information
about the Orient.

ASIA MAGALZINE
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WHOSE HEAD
GOVERNMENT
OF $250,000

Communism, and the building of the Red Army. This
section of the autobiography gives a vivid picture of
China of the early revolutionary days. The inside story
of the years from 1923 to 1935 presents the first con-
nected explanation ever published of many events long
obscure, and will be of great value to historians of this
important period.

Edgar Snow, an experienced and responsible au-
thority on Far Eastern affairs, well known to ASIA
readers, stayed with Mao at his headquarters and
took down the autobiography just as it was told to him,
making no effort to edit or stylize it. It was then read,
checked and corrected by
Mao Tse-tung's interpreter
and personally signed by
Mao himself. The autobi-
ography will be published
in four instalments, begin-

ing in the July issue.

A subscriptionto ASIA
Magazine costs $4
for one year, $6 for
two years, to any ad-

dress in the world.
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BEGINNING THIS MONTH: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
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BOYHOOD OF A CHINESE RED

The Autobiography of Mao Tse-Tung

AS TOLD TO EDGAR SNOW

Editors’ Note—Here begins the autobiography of the
man who has led the Communist movement in China
for the past ten years, and on whose head the central
government set a price of $250,000. This is, we be-
lieve, the first material signed by any important
Chinese Communist to appear anywhere in English.

The autobiography was dictated, partly with the
aid of an interpreter, to Edgar Snow, who spent four
months in Red China. He says: “My interviews with
Mao Tse-tung took place always at night. They often
lasted till one or two in the morning, Mao retiring
very late and frequently doing his heaviest work after
midnight—a habit which may be traced to his early
career as a newspaper man. Mao knows a little
English, but for these interviews a returned student,
Wu Liang-p‘ing, a young Soviet functionary in
Pao-an, acted as interpreter. I have written down
the story just as it came to me, in conversation with
Mao, and my English text was checked over and cor-
rected by the interpreter. I did not tamper with it or
attempt to improve upon it in any way.”

The first two instalments deal with Mao’s child-
hood and education. Later instalments will tell how
he became a Marxist, how the Chinese Soviet was
organized, and how the Red army was built up and
fought its successive campaigns, which culminated
in the Long March of 7,000 miles to the Northwest,
one of the greatest treks in history. Thus the auto-
biography, besides its sheer human interest, offers a
connected story of many events, long obscured, which
must be covered by future historians of this period.

I was born in the village of Shao Shan, in Hsiang
T‘an County, Hunan Province, in 1893. My father
was a poor peasant and while still young was obliged
to join the army because of heavy debts. He was a
soldier for many years. Later on he returned to the
village where I was born, and by saving carefully
and gathering together a little money through small
trading and other enterprise he managed to buy back
his land.

As middle peasants then my family owned fifteen
mu of land [a mu is about a sixth of an acre]. On this
they could raise sixty piculs of rice a year. The five
members of the family consumed a total of thirty-five
piculs—that is, about seven each—which left an
annual surplus of twenty-five piculs. Using this sur-
plus, my father accumulated a little capital and in
time purchased seven more mu, which gave the
family the status of “rich” peasants. We could then
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raise eighty-four piculs of rice a year on our fields.

When I was ten years of age and the family owned
only fifteen mu of land, the five members of the
family consisted of my father, mother, grandfather,
younger brother and myself. After we had acquired
the additional seven mu, my grandfather died, but
there came another younger brother. However, we
still had a surplus of forty-nine piculs of rice each
year, and on this my father steadily prospered.

At the time my father was a middle peasant, he
began to deal in grain transport and selling, by which
he made a little money. After he became a “rich”
peasant, he devoted most of his time to that business.
He hired a full-time farm laborer and put his children
to work on the farm, as well as his wife. I began to
work at farming tasks when I was six years old. My
father had no shop for his business. He simply pur-
chased grain from the poor farmers and then trans-
ported it to the city merchants, where he got a higher
price. In the winter, when the rice was being ground,
he hired an extra laborer to work on the farm, so that
at that time there were seven mouths to feed. My
family ate frugally, but had enough always.

I began studying in a local primary school when
I was eight and remained there until I was thirteen
years old. In the early morning and at night I worked
on the farm. During the day I read the Confucian
Analects and the Four Classics. My Chinese teacher
belonged to the stern-treatment school. He was harsh
and severe, frequently beating his students. Because
of this I ran away from the school when I was ten.
I was afraid to return home after this, for fear of
receiving a beating there, and set out in the general
direction of the city, which I believed to be in a
valley somewhere. I wandered for three days before
I was finally found by my family. Then I learned
that I had circled around and around in my travels,
and all my walking had got me only about eight i [a
li is about two fifths of a mile] from my home.

After my return to the family, however, to my
surprise, conditions somewhat improved. My father
was slightly more considerate, and the teacher was
more inclined to moderation. The result of my act of
protest impressed me very much. It was my first
successful ““strike.”

My father wanted me to begin keeping the family
books as soon as I had learned a few characters. He
wanted me to learn to use the abacus. Since my
father insisted upon this, I began to work at these
accounts at night. He was a severe taskmaster. He
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