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FOREWORD

This book is compiled for students studying classical Chinese in an English language
environment. It could serve as the curriculum for a third or fourth year course on classical Chinese
at an overseas university or college; it could also serve as a reference for university students or
secondary students in a Chinese language environment or anyone who is interested in learning

classical Chinese.

The contents of the twenty lessons in this book were selected from the most famous classical
works throughout the last three thousand years from the Pre-Qin to Ming and Qing dynasties, giving
a brief reflection on the whole development of Chinese history, philosophy and literature of the past
thousands of years. At the same time, grammar rules and knowledge about the ancient language are
explained step by step, with exercises and answer keys provided. The purpose of this book is to
enable the students and readers to discover the beauty, the wisdom and the traditional value of these

classical works while learning the skills to read and understand the classical language.

Each lesson will contain the following parts

1. Text—selected from the original classical works (shown in both simplified Chinese
characters with pinyin annotation and traditional characters) ;

2. Modern Chinese translation of the text;

3. English translation of the text;

4. Explanation of the words and phrases from the text (in both Chinese and English) ;

5. Ancient Chinese grammar and knowledge (in both Chinese and English) ;

6.Supplementary text (with pinyin annotation and shown in traditional Characters and modern
Chinese translation) ;

7. Exercises;

8. General knowledge on the cultural background.

The gems of classical Chinese comprise a valuable heritage not just for Chinese people, but
also for the whole of mankind. This heritage could benefit people with backgrounds of Chinese and
other cultures alike. The compiler hopes that this book will serve as a key to allow more young

people to enter the door of this wonderful treasure house.

The Author
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CRrge) ik

Selected Poems from The Book of Songs
(A collection of songs from ca. 1, 100 BC to 500 BC)

Telmney -1 X B (A ) % oo
Guadn ju Zhéunan T —
X £ BEMO AEFTZ MO,
guanguan  jujid zai hé zhi zhou
5 ROBOK, BT E,
ydotido shd  ni janzi h&o qiu
HEVTRS, EAEROZ,
céncl  xing cai zud you lia  zhi
55 Mk, BROKZ,
ydoti&o shia nli wumei  qit zhi

RKZIRZ, BRERD,
giu zhi bu dé wumei si fa
4&@,‘5{@4&% !’;&é{;— EJﬂ'

you zdi  ybdu zdi zhdnzhudn fan cé

REFRK, EARZ

cénci xing cdi zud you cdi zhi

25 5%, zﬁ‘ﬁ‘ EE /i(

y&otido sha nl gin s&  yodu zhi




BERR, £E R Z;

cénci xing cdi zud ydu mao zhi

5598 MK, A IR,

y&otido shi nli  zhdng gii l& zhi
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() ik 1

Selected Poems from The Book of Songs

The Jujiu Birds
The Jujiu birds are singing to each other on the islet in the river.

There is a beautiful girl who would be an ideal wife for a decent man.

Water plants are of different length; she’s picking them here and there.
This beautiful girl of my heart; [ miss her day and night.
Not finding a way to reach her, I feel lost all the time.

It tortures me every night as I keep tossing in my bed.

Water plants are of different height; she’s picking them here and there.
This beautiful girl of my heart; I’ll play music to you to show my love.
Water plants are of different lengths; she’s picking them here and there.

This beautiful girl of my heart; I’ 1l marry her with a great ceremony playing bells and drums.

O BEM jUji0 — —FKE, FEEWEME, B—EI/K akind of water bird with fixed life
partners
@ Z zhi —— ZEMBhAE, MM4TF “By” a particle functioning like “de” in modern Chinese; ft

6], FEMb/fih/E pronoun: he/she/it
@ ¥ zhéu T RS sandy islet in the river
@ % % ydotido —— EIFXHIBET . LHEFRHLS, (EEFNIE  beautiful
® # shi —— #HEREE  good, virtuous
©® ¥ qit — FiifH spouse

@ %% céncl —— KEARF  (for plants) not of the same height
¥ xing c&i —— —FhskE, ZEHE, A& a kind of water plant similar to the water lily

@ & it — W, FXH “R” ‘L UHMERAENEE 1o pick
10 # & wumei HHK. “9 BEER, “BE BERER day and night (awake or

sleep)




H A  to miss someone

aD M fu
@4 you — KA, i, WAMBERE  long time, far avay
13 ¥ zai —— fEiAl, "R “B”  afunction word

14 £ % qgin sé Beshay nas | BA R IZE L%, BA 1T 5% two kinds of stringed musical

instruments

1-2 FOHTFe G R)

Qidng zhongzl Zhéng féng
¥ TS, ROGOR L, RAFEMR,
giang zhongzi xi wu ya  wo If wu zhé wo shu qi
B EZ? RORE,
gl gdn ai zhi wei wo fu mu

TR, REZE, RT R,

zhong ké hudi yé fu mu zht yan yi k& weiyé

B AT, Rk 3, RITRARC,
gidng zhodéngzl xi wl yu wo gidng  wu zhé wd shusang
EHEZ? BREW L,
ai gén ai zhi wei wo zhl xidng

T AL, H L ZE, RTRAL,

zhong ké hudi yé zh{ xiéng zhi ydan yi  ké wei yé

¥ AFTF45, RBRE, RITRMEY,

giang zhongzi xi wu yu wo yudn  wud zhé wd shutdn
% 2 > 524 > =
LHCECZ? RAZSZ,
gl gdn i zht wei rén zhi dud ydn

P T HReE, AZEF, FTRE,

zhong ké hudgi  yé rén zhi dud ydn yi ké weiyé




