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The Diana Effect

Ten years on, there is still something dreamlike about the week
that followed the death of Diana, Princess of Wales. Was central
London really carpeted with flowers? Did every US TV network throw
out its schedule to cover, at length, the funeral of an English divorcé of
uncertain prospects? Did the most levelheaded® folk you know choke
up® about ten times that week, snuffling® into their tissues, “I can’t
imagine why it’s gotten to me so much?”

Yes, and yes, and they probably did. To be sure, quite soon after
Diana’s death, a school of thought argued that the raw hugs-and-tears
emotionalism of her funeral was an embarrassing aberration®, a fake
sentiment tricked up® by the mass media, keen for a good end-of-
summer story. But that’s not a line that convinces. The memories are
too real for that; the significance of them is too apparent.

In Diana’s funeral week, what had been considered the virtues —
the Roman virtues, an earlier generation would have called them — of
restraint, stoicism® and quiet, private mourning were tossed overboard.
For Diana, you were allowed public gestures and declamations® usually
reserved for the final act of an Italian opera. That this happened in
Britain of all places — home of the stiff upper lip® and the sort of
strangulated® emotional life that has provided Hugh Grant with endless
paychecks — only added to the oddity of the events. Those in other
nations who thought they knew the British wondered what sort of
people they had become.

@ levelheaded [ levol'hedid] adj. ski4-#ked, Amed, e

@ choke up I§4E, k4, fRE

® snuffling ['snaflin] adj. & RTF6, BEEKEG

@ aberration [ ebo'reifon] n. &£, BE, M, BB EHE, [ K] Hivk ¥ (44)
® trick up ¥ 4%, T
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® stoicism [ 'stouisizom] n. XS B & F, ¥ (LX), Xh, EAKEX
@ declamation [ dekla'meifon] n. 3L, ##, “5HW, MK, Nt

the stiff upper lip &2 3 %

@ strangulate [ 'strepgjuleit] vr. ¥, S5, KH (LERF)
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To which the correct answer would be: a modern one. The
traditional, expected reserve of the British was a function of a system of
authority put together in Victorian times by the sort of upper-middle-class
men (not women) who dressed for dinner in the far reaches of the Empire
to keep up appearances® in front of the natives. They stressed the benefits
of order, hierarchy, muscular Protestantism® and good sportsmanship.
Even in its Victorian heyday, of course, not many in Britain behaved in
this way. The world's first mass working class, shuffling® from factories
to boozy® music halls®, reveled in® a raucous® sentimentality. In the
cities, Protestantism (or any religion) , be it rugged® or weedy®, rarely
got a look, and sportsmanship meant cheering on your local soccer team
after downing a skinful of beer. But by the late 20th century, all the
elements that had held the old order together were gone. The Empire
had become a matter of history; the established Protestant Church of
England® had become an irrelevance? ; and any deference® to hierarchy
had long been lost in the slaughterhouse® of the Western front in World
War I, where British soldiers were, in the phrase their German
counterparts coined, “lions led by donkeys. ”

It was the new, modern, undeferential Britain that celebrated
Diana as a rebel against authority, scandalizing® those who still clung
to Victorian ideas of order. Tony Blair, a new Prime Minister in
September 1997, instantly understood what was going on and, by
eulogizing Diana as the “people’s princess” , skillfully aligned® himself
with the politics of emotion. It was that sort of time — one when
politicians proved their authenticity not just by being in touch with their
(and your) feelings, but also by telling you until you were sick of it

® keep up appearances ¥ 11 &, 204

@ Protestantism [ 'protistontizom] n. # 4%, #Hst, HHH L

@ shuffle [ 'Jafl] n. B Mrd, R, PR, MM vi&w KR, B, RESWA;
ik, ki

B boozy [ 'buiri] adj. K&, HiE

@ music hall { £] 8. 2RUE, FRT, FRELYE

Grevelin &, K&, B %, )W T

® raucous [ 'rortkas] adj. i (k) Fe, e, ke

@ rugged [ 'tagid] adj. HAKK-P6, oRed, skted, Hekeed

@ weedy ['wirdi] adj. REAEW, (BF) REMRE, LAY, BHRES
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@ the established Protestant Church of England: 3t & B # (Church of England, the established
Church of England) , &AM MM XIHFTRELAFE, DX EAH EFA QB4R
EMEAEYER, HEXERIRERLRH U H, EEREAKLEBISTRE, F2p
EEARMN, XRXFMEFRXEIBAESPEALHELRTE, RARKEAREIHK, X8
BRI ARANEZHERE RN —AREEBLZGAR; F-ARLEFRLZHE
#, BRAIALERLZEAFAEH, ERZHLFTHERAHINS, AAAH LR
BAA 60% , #BLHLFAEKES,

@ irrelevance [i'relovons] n. B ¥ M

@ deference [ 'deforans] n. BEA, MAA, $UR, #¥F, ¥z

@ slaughterhouse [ 'sloitohaus] n. ¥, &Z¥

@ scandalize [ 'skeendolaiz] vi. 4--c- b MRy Ao IR

@ align with 5------ 8
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just how in touch with their bloody feelings they were. Less than a year
earlier, after all, Bill Clinton, the hugger in chief, had crushed poor
Bob Dole, a war hero who had made a whole career out of keeping his
emotions, and his physical pain for that matter, well hidden.

But I wonder if we are not seeing the age of emotion come to a
close. Anyone who was in London on July 7, 2005, when terrorist
bombers hit the transit system, would testify that stoicism and the stiff
upper lip are not dead in Britain. That day they were quietly but
thrillingly on display as the city went about its business uncowed.
Britain’s new Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, is a son of a minister of
the Church of Scotland®— Protestantism does not get more muscularly
reserved than that — and his political appeal is based much more on
experience than empathy®. In the US, by the same token, Mitt Romney
(like Brown, a man born to wear a dark suit) is running on competence
rather than feeling. As for Hillary Clinton, that good Methodist® , she
can wrap her arms around someone, but in the hugging game she is
not, let’s say, Clintonian.

I thought modern Britain showed the best of itself in the week after
Diana died: a feeling and a compassion and an openness to emotional
expression that it had for too long kept bottled up. But perhaps — as
stock markets stumble® and wars drag on — these are sterner times
than the mid-1990s, ones when the virtues of reason, reserve and order
become apparent. You can’t fuel a society on flowers alone.

> 8
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& the Church of Scotland: #4& 2 E# K £ # %, K E# L& (Presbyterian Church) 2 % §
EEHE—R, BREHEL (presbyters) ERIALERABESR,

@ empathy ['empofli] n. BHHR, #H4&

@ Methodist [ 'mefadist] n. LR ALK ik adj. PRANLKAY

@ stumble ['stambl] vi. #k48], S—TFhr, %8, AAHik, W@, R, H$
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Coffee Culture

Coffee around the world is consumed in different ways, in differing
styles, with differing strengths, but the tendencies for certain areas of
the planet may surprise you.

It's probably little surprise that the United States of America is the
largest single market for coffee products, but it may surprise you to
know that the second largest is Germany. They may live a far more
relaxed life than those people in the US, but the nation of Finland
consumes the most coffee per head of population in the world today.

The cafe is an almost entirely North American and European trend ,
turning the serving of tea, sandwiches, pastries, and other light
refreshments® into an extremely profitable industry. In areas of the
Middle East, Africa, South America and Asia, coffee is seen as
something more like cigarettes, where you drink it while doing other
things, or socializing, rather than as a form of entertainment unto
itself. In Northern Europe, many people hold coffee parties, where
homemade cakes and pastries are served.

Around the world, large coffee buying companies sponsor events
in small countries, to determine which growers have the “best tasting”
coffee. Competition for the top prize at these events is fierce, because
victory can mean not only a regular contract to sell the beans, but also
other farmers wanting to purchase that variety of seeds for their own
fields.

In the United Kingdom, where tea has traditionally been the drink
of choice, coffee has overtaken the distinctly British beverage as the
favorite hot drink of the population. Tea remains the drink of choice,
however, in India, which was formerly colonized by Britain. While the
Japanese are famous for their intricate tea ceremonies; the Ethiopians
hold coffee ceremonies that are an important part of the social scene.
Being invited to an Ethiopian coffee ceremony is considered high praise,
and the procedure can take upwards of two hours.

>>| 8
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From Epicurean® magazine: “The long involved process starts with
the ceremonial apparatus being arranged upon a bed of long scented
grasses. The roasting of the coffee beans is done in a flat pan over a
tiny charcoal stove, the pungent® smell mingling with the heady scent
of incense that is always burned during the ceremony. The lady who is
conducting the ceremony gently washes a handful of coffee beans on
the heated pan, then stirs and shakes the husks away. When the coffee
beans have turned black and shining and the aromatic oil is coaxed® out
of them, they are ground by a pestle and a long handled mortar. The
ground coffee is slowly stirred into the black clay coffee pot locally
known as ‘jebena’ , which is round at the bottom with a straw lid. The
lady finally serves the coffee in tiny china cups to her family, friends
and neighbors gracefully pouring a thin golden stream of coffee into
each little cup from a height of one foot. ”

Coffee has long been related with culture — coffee culture, a term
that Wikipedia defines as “a term used to describe a social atmosphere
that depends heavily on coffee shops, espresso® in particular, as a
social lubricant®”. The truth is that coffee culture has existed for
centuries, and the popularity of coffee shops in the late 1900s is just
another little bubble in the history of coffee culture throughout the
world.

The earliest record of coffee culture dates to the early 1400s in
Yemen, one of the earliest exporters of coffee. The tradition of coffee
houses, on which the establishment of a coffee culture depends, began
in Mecca, and was encouraged by those in power who felt that the
influence of coffee was better than that of another popular stimulant,
kat®. Those coffee houses were called kaveh kanes, and became social
hubs where men could gather over coffee to discuss business, exchange
gossip, play chess and enjoy entertainment — all for the price of a cup
of coffee. Sounds an awful lot like the coffee shops and coffee culture
of today, no? The Yemeni coffee houses were also places where
politics were discussed and rebellion fomented®, which eventually led
to their attempted suppression — not once, not twice, but repeatedly.
The coffee culture was so entrenched® by this time , though, that it
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