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Area of \hanghal and the opening 1o traffic nf the Beiimg-l(owkxm
Railway have created new chances for Jiangxi to develop its local
Today, the Yangtze that flows eastward through the
traversing the provinee

economy.
province and the Beijing-Kowloon Railwz
from north to south have given an impetus to development of the
local economy in Jiangxi which has now enjoyed a status as a

forward position adjacent to Shanghai and Guangdong. Jiangx
closer to the world and the international market

To enter the world market, Jiangxi Provincial Party Commiit-
tee and the People's Government have jointly called for "a faster
economic growth rate and more boldly enlivening its own ¢co-
nomic activities and opening its door wider to the owside world."
» A certain economic growth foundation has been laid in Jiangxi.
So far, five economic developm :

have been set up 'I'hey are. 1he Northern Jiangxi Economic Zone

vy e oy 2
ﬁw L

zones with cities at the core

with orhu ‘nations in the woﬂd are working hafd and making big
strides forward on the road of socialism to turn the Red Land into
a rich, strong and prosperous region in Southeast China,

1 wish them a big success! And 1 believe they will sure
make a big suece rying forward the revolutionary fine tradi-
tion and striving for still greater victor This is a slogan that
struck root in the hearts of the people of Jiangxi Provinee during
5. "Giras

it future”,

the revolutiona ry historical chance 1o create
bril
people of Jiangxi Provinca#in the new age.

Beijing , v

a4 new an This is a new goal of the 40 million
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The development of the urban areas is a
major sigh of the economic and social
advancement in a country and region. the 21st
century is approaching, governments and relevant
experts pay close attention to the urban develop-
ment towards a new era.

Predications show that the population of the
urbban areas will exceed thatof the rural areas, ac-
counting for 51.5 percent of the total (45.8 per-
cent in the developing countries). there will be 40
percent of urban populatin in China by the end of
this century and the urbanization rate of China will
reach 60 percent in 2020.

China, a famous ancient country in the world, is
also one of the sources of the earliest cities. there
existed city in 4000 and 5000 years ago. It
exprienced a long process from the primary style to
the mordern one, the urbanization of China startzd
not in an early date and the development pace is
slow resulting from the economic, political and cul-
tural sectoers. In a wake of the economic develop-
ment after 1949 when the People®@s Republic of
China was founded, the urbanization is speeding up,
especially when China carried out reform and open-
ing up policy in 1978.

Based on the exprience of China’s urbanization
and national condition, China should pursue paroper
scale focusing on the urban structure, function, na-
ture and its attracation. The development of cities,
medium-sized and small ones in perticular, should
meet the demand of the appropriate combination
of economic sectors, the key lies in quality and func-
tion of a city, not its scale, Zhangjiagang, a small
city, sets a goodexample in this regard. lts manage-
ment and sanitary condition are better thansome
medium-sized even large cities.

The construction and advancement is aimed at
perfecting function of the cityand fully playing a role
in this sector, It should treature and use each inch
of land, protect arcable land for a city, on lots
of cities in China, it is neccessary to add
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land for road, square and afforestation and
make a good use of hill, river and lake and
gradens, in another world, to make proper plan
for the city according tis nautral condition.
Urbanization of rural areas is a world trend. there
were 622 cities in 1994, an annual increase of
26.8, including extralarge cities of 32, large cities
of 41, medium-sized citeis of 177 and small ones
of 372 if divided according to population. if divide
based on administrative grade, there are three
municipalities directly under the central
government, 206 local municipalities, and 413
municipalities at county level. there exited 2176
towns in 1987, and number turned to 16702 in
1994,

The urbanization of rural areas is to realize
the transform from a small social service system
to the large system, from the rujral population
mainly engaging in the first industry to the urban
population in second and tertiary industry, from
the rural life sytle to the urban one.

Rural urbanization is part of urbainization, not
parat of ruralization. We advocate the coordinated
develoment of urban and rural areas, urbanization
on the basis of the economic advancement and
prosperity. We should improve the quality of
township enterprises and develop export-oriented
enterprises so as to enhance the construction of
towns and townships, of couse, we may develop
gradually in line with different conditon, not to
expand scale of these counties aimlessly.

The environmental protection and economic
development have a bearing on the future and
foutune of human beings. That is why we
implement the groal desinaged by the state of
economic, social and eological development. now
lots eople has a sense of environmental
protection, several cities are aimed at building
garden citeis. Zhangjiagang put the enviromental
construction on the leading position. Pudong new
area of Shanghai also proposed the main goal for
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the environmental building in 1994.

The development of city faces a “feature
crisis”, that is, cities lost its original feature
because of the similar or even idential
construction. “the world is facing with a great
danger to devlop towards the same model,”
according to Parkinson, former president of British
roral architecture concil “I hope to study the
authenic feature of China’s cutural cities, and to
protect it, improve it and upgrade it.”

The exprience of urban development
demonstrated that feature of the city is the most
important element. Both Canberra and Singapore
are graden cities, but Canberra is graden like idyll
while Singapore is a coastal garden city.

It is the same in China, several cities stress
on the development of its own feature, such as
Dalian, Qingdao, Wehai are cdastial cities with
different features. Wu Lianglian, Chinese famous
achitect said that city is the container of arts of
human beings. it should have its own
chrateristics.”

The feature of a City lies in historical,
traditional, national and local styles. so we should
learn how to combine these styles to the
construction of a city.

In a wake of the approaching of the 21st
century, the scale of the urbanization
will not only be speeded upu, but the urban
modernization will be the trend and demand of
development, the urban modernization in the new
era contains the advanced economy, perfect
infrastructure, sound environment, hige-degree of
civilization and soical security.

There will be a prosperious future of the
development of China’s cities towards the 21st
century.

By zhu tiezhen
Vice Chairman of the urban development society
of Chinese Academy of Sciences
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