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Minimalist Syntax
Exploring the Structure of English

Andrew Radford’s latest textbook, Minimalist Syntax:
Exploring the Structure of English, provides a clear and acces-
sible introduction to current work in syntactic theory, draw-
ing on the key concepts of Chomsky’s Minimalist Program.,
Assuming little or no prior knowledge of syntactic theory,
Radford takes students through a diverse range of topics in
English syntax — such as categories and features, merger, null
constituents, movement, case, split projections and phases —
and shows how the ‘computational component” works within
the minimalist framework. Beginning at an elementary level,
the book introduces grammatical concepts and sets out the
theoretical foundations of Principles and Parameters and Uni-
versal Grammar, before progressing in stages towards more
complex phenomena. Each chapter contains a workbook sec-
tion, in which students are encouraged to make their own
analyses of English phrases and sentences through exercises,
model answers and ‘helpful hints’. There is also an extensive
glossary of terms.

Although designed primarily for courses on syntactic the-
ory or English syntax, this book also provides an up-to-date,
clear and straightforward introduction to the field.

ANDREW RADFORD is Professor of Linguistics at the Uni-
versity of Essex. He has published six books on syntax with
Cambridge University Press: Italian Syntax (1977); Transfor-
mational Syntax (1981); Transformational Grammar (1988);
Syntactic Theory and the Structure of English (1997); Syntax:
a Minimalist Introduction (1997) and Linguistics: an Intro-
duction (co-authored with a group of his Essex colleagues,
1999). He has also published a book on Syntactic Theory
and the Acquisition of English Syntax (Blackwell, Oxford,
1990) and numerous articles on syntax and the acquisition of
syntax.



Preface

Aims

This book has two main aims, reflected in its title and subtitle. The first
is to provide an intensive introduction to recent work in syntactic theory (more
particularly to how the computational component operates within the model of
grammar assumed in recent work within the framework of Chomsky’s Minimalist
Program). The second is to provide a description of a range of phenomena in
English syntax, making use of minimalist concepts and assumptions wherever
possible. The book can be seen as a successor to (or updated version of) my
(1997a) book Syntactic Theory and the Structure of English. There is quite a
lot of duplication of material between the earlier book and this one (particularly
in the first few chapters), though the present book also contains substantial new
material (e.g. on agreement, case, split projections and phases), and the analysis
of many phenomena presented in this book differs from that in its predecessor

(agreement being handled in terms of a feature-matching rather than a feature-
checking framework, for example).

~ Key features

The book is intended to be suitable both for people with only minimal
grammatical knowledge, and for people who have already done quite a bit of
syntax but want to know something (more) about Minimalism. It is not historicist
or comparative in orientation, and hence does not presuppose knowledge of earlier
or alternative models of grammar. It is written in an approachable style, avoiding
unnecessary complexity. I’ve taught earlier versions of the book to more than 200
students over the past three years, and greatly benefited from their mutterings
and mystification, as well as their assignments (which told me a lot about what
they didn’t understand, and about what I needed to explain more carefully). I've
worked through (and refined) the exercise material with the students, and the
helpful hints which the exercises contain have been developed in order to try and
eliminate some of the commonest errors students make. The book is intensive
and progressive in nature, which means that it starts at an elementary level but
gets progressively harder as you get further into it. A group of students I taught

XXi



