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Unlikely Hero: A Bioguaphy of Jean-Paul, Santre

‘nly a few years before the First World War erupted), a little boy
0called Poulou lived a peaceful life in Paris. While snow fell in
winter, leaves fell in autumn, rain in springtime, and the sun shone in
summer, he played in his grandfather’s library of a thousand books.
Alone with the books he’d pulled down from the tall shelves lining the
room, the boy made friends with words, ideas, and fantasies. A big,
wood-burning stove kept him warm during winter and autumn. Its
stout” presence in the book-filled room cheered him during spring and
summmer.
All around him the comforting smell of smoke from his
grandfather’s pipes and cigars lingered® in the air.
Floating into the library from another room came the familiar
notes of his mother’s favorite piano pieces. Dimly heard, too, the rattle*

of pots and pans reminded the boy that before long

e
|1 erupt v, (K%, KaL%) B | he would be called to dinner or supper. At night, his
2. stout adj. "E B &

| he’d received good-night kisses from his
' 3. linger v. 1% 9
! 4. rattle n. Btk E

| 3
. & | mother would tuck him into a soft feather bed after
|
i grandparents.

i
Poulou didn’t want for anything, except a

father.
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Poulou’s childhood took place in the beginning of the twentieth-
century, before World War I. Sometimes called the belle époque, or “beau-
tiful time,” these years were more beautiful for Europeans of Poulou’s
social class than they were for others.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the bourgeoisie, or
middle class, of Europe enjoyed more luxuries' than ever before. A
strong economy allowed these luxuries. This economy was based on
the growth of industry and technology. Bicycles, railroad trains,
automobiles, and airplanes made travel easier than it ever had been
before, for people who could afford to use them. Prices were high.
Profits were high, too, because workers’ wages were low.

Europeén wealth also came from the world’s eastern and south-
ern hemispheres. The French had colonies’in Africa and in Asia. These
colonies allowed more French people to hire servants, to live in spa-
cious homes or apartments in the city, or to own country homes with
pleasant grounds where they could stroll, play
tennis, and ride fine horses. The middle-classand , — — — — — — ~— —— ~

wealthy families were freer than ever before from | !+ WXy - b |

. . . | 2. colony: n. FA R ‘
the hard labor, disease, and war on which their com- L 4 !

fort depended.
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Safe in their nice homes, cafes, and clubs, Poulou’s family and its
friends read newspaper stories of colonial struggles against imperialism',
such as the Boxer Uprising in China. Such struggles, however, had
little effect on their daily lives. France’s colonies were far away. Only
people with family or friends in the military or in some business or
mission” in a colony learned much about the problems of bending
foreign populations to their will. Letters from a relative or friend might
come to their home in France from any of hundreds of French out-
posts®in Africa or southeastern Asia.

Unaware of these worldly empires, the small boy lay on his stom-
ach near the window, or sat in one of the big overstuffed chairs. His
head was usually bent over an open book. His curly* blonde’ hair fell
over his forehead. Dressed in one of the white sailor suits his mother
... liked him to wear, he turned the pages of books,
imperialism: n. # B £3L | looked at the pictures, and daydreamed. He had no

mission: n. 48, FH . brothers or sisters and no friends his age to play with.
outpost: n. AH, AH Ak

His white suits stayed clean because he didn’t much
curly: adj. %69 j
blonde: adj. (k&) &% &6y |

like to play outside, except to go for a walk with his

"
2.
'3,
"4,
s,

one playmate — his mother, Anne-Marie.
Poulou and his mother, Anne-Marie Sartre,
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lived with her parents. Poulou’s father, Jean-Baptiste Sartre, had died
when Poulou was a little over a year old. Soon after her husband’s
death, Anne-Marie went back home.
In the large house in Meudon, Poulou had a grandfather instead
of a father. He had a grandmother, and he had a mother who slept in a
little bed across from his little bed. Anne-Marie and Poulou, Anne-
Marie’s son, depended on the older couple and obeyed their wishes. In
away, he and his mother were more like brother and sister than mother
and son.
Poulou’s grandfather, Charles Schweitzer, taught German lan-
guage at the Sorbonne, a part of the University of Paris. One reason he
taught German is because of his birthplace. Charles came from a re-
gion where most people spoke both German and French. The region,
called Alsace-Lorraine, had been pulled back and forth between Ger-
many and France for years. At this time, it belonged o R L
to Germany, which had taken it in 1871 during the | 1. Franco-Prussian War: 3 E— |
Franco-Prussian War'. As a young man, Charles had | i‘g"l‘ B, JAFEER |
: ,
i 2. priest: n. 4&JF
| 3. promote: v. 3&H, FH

Do e vn e .. o, A s

left home because he didn’t want to become a priest’
as his father wished. Instead, he became a
schoolteacher. Promoted”® rapidly, he ended up liv-

ing near Paris, the center of culture in France. Art
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TN Unlikely Horo: A Biography of Jean-Paut Suste

and music flourished there. At that time, Paris was one of only four
cities in Europe with over a million people.

Charles came from a family of teachers and priests. Though he
wasn’t religious himself, he had a nephew who became a famous
missionary'. His nephew was Albert Schweitzer, who is still known
today as a great humanitarian. Albert Schweitzer went to French Equa-
torial Africa’and started a medical mission there. Years later, he won
the Nobel Prize for Peace for his work in Africa.

Charles spoiled’his little grandson. Louise, Poulou’s grandmother,
paid less attention to him. Dainty, pudgy®, and proud, Louise was

cynical. She wasn’t as warm-hearted as her husband

| 1. missionary: n. 44+ !

| 2. French Equatorial Africa: 3 | 1ng than his grandfather and mother.

| BEAEFEMNFHFAAAARR | Anne-Marie didn’t like being dependent on her
| Bk, MRIRT—HE |

| |

| !

% ‘

7

and daughter. She was never cruel — just less lov-

parents, but she didn’t know what else to do. She
LR CoReAVp: 2

3. spoil: v. ¥MR, #H&

4. pudgy: adj. M- |

\ RS- ; didn’t achieve much education beyond what was

Py

couldn’t earn a living for her and her small son on

her own. She was pretty and intelligent, but she

.

expected for women of her time. She excelled at play-
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ing the piano, however. She could play even the most difficult of the
sonatas' by Beethoven, the great eighteenth-century composer.

She had met her husband when she was twenty-one years old,
while she was visiting her brother, Georges, in Cherbourg. Only a few
weeks after she met the young naval officer, Jean-Baptiste Sartre, he
asked her to marry him. Anne-Marie said yes, and they married in
early May 1904.

Their baby, later nicknamed Poulou, was born, on June 21, 1905.

Jean-Baptiste adored his infant son. He con-

stantly picked him up and held him in his arms. T T e
1. sonata: n. & ,
2. contract: v. & L (EAf%
) |
3. intestinal: adj. Mif &Y
4. Indochina: n. (P X ¥ & '
5. Gulf of Tonkin: A% %, X |
AR E, b Eiges— |
X, 1887 %) 1946 %, iX |
BRKBPE IR —E |

2

“This baby has a sweet nature,” he told his wife. |

But Jean-Baptiste would not be a father long. ;
He had contracted? an intestinal® disease while serv- :
ing in the navy. His doctors said he caught the dis- ;
ease in Indochina*, where the French navy was ;
fighting. He stopped in several ports there, after his |
ship was in the famous battle for the Gulf of Tonkin® |
in 1897. The French empire and its belle epoch came §

at the cost of many lives, both French and foreign. \

Jean-Baptiste’s disease grew worse. He also
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Untikely Horoz A Wiography of Jean-Paul Sartre

contracted tuberculosis. In 1906, he and his wife and baby went to La
Bergere, a family farm only a short carriage ride from his parents’ home.
In the fresh country air, he hoped to recover from his illnesses. While
Anne-Marie took care of Jean-Baptiste, his family took care of the baby.

Jean-Baptiste’s father and mother lived nearby in Thiviers in the
southwest of France. Eynard and Elodie Sartre lived even more com-
fortably than Anne-Marie’s parents did. Their home was a white stone
house, three stories tall. It had twenty rooms and a big garden. Eynard
Sartre was a country doctor. His wife Elodie was from a family of
leading citizens. Her family members were leftists, whose sympathies
lay with working-class people. Like many educated people of the time,
they put their faith in science and reason. They opposed the teachings
and power of the most powerful church in France, the Catholic Church.
They believed the Church held back progress. They thought it en-
couraged prejudice and superstition.

Neither medicine nor prayers could cure their son, Jean-Baptiste.
Over the summer of 1906 Jean-Baptiste’s health grew worse. The fresh
country air and bed rest didn’t heal him. Even Anne-Marie’s constant
care didn’t heal him. She exhausted herself looking after her husband.
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She hardly slept at night. Her breast milk dried up because her in-laws
were taking care of her son and she couldn’t nurse him. Soon her little
baby became ill, perhaps because of drinking milk other than his
mother’s.
One September afternoon, Eynard and Elodie came to take their
dying son, Jean-Baptiste, to their home in Thiviers. As soon as he
arrived at Thiviers, Jean-Baptiste asked to see his little baby, who was
fretful' and ill from teething®. At six o’clock that evening, only a short
while after seeing his baby, the young father died. Anne-Marie became
a widow and fifteen-month-old Poulou became an orphan.
Anne-Marie’s in-laws, Eynard and Elodie Sartre, had more than
enough money. They had a very large home. They could easily have
taken in their son’s young widow and their own young grandson to
live at Thiviers. Nevertheless, the older couple didn’t invite their son’s
widow and orphan to live with them. They offered little financial or
emotional help after Jean-Baptiste died. They wouldn’t even give Anne-
Marie the money from her dowry. Legally, Anne-
Marie had the right to inherit her husband’s money
and property. The Sartres wouldn’t give it to her. ik S
. 2. teething: n. BILK F &
Opver the next few years, she would write many let-

ters asking them to settle accounts and give her the
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o Unlikely Hora; A Biography of Jean-Paul Sare

incorﬁe owed her and her boy. In the meantime, she returned to
Meudon with her fifteen-month-old baby.

Anne-Marie’s parents stood by her. Charles Schweitzer, who’d
Jjust retired, went back to teaching to support his daughter and her
child. Louise welcomed her daughter back home.

Anne-Marie did the housekeeping. She gave most of her atten-
tion to her precocious' young boy, however. She played games with
him in the daytime. They whispered and giggled together at night
after she’d turned out their bedroom light.

A photograph of Jean-Baptiste hung on the wall over the boy’s
bed. It served as an ever-present reminder of his father. This black-
and-white-paper father in a military uniform was always calm. Nei-
ther Anne-Marie nor Poulou ever heard areprimand” from him. Poulou
lay in bed and listened to his mother’s secrets, happy in the thought
that one day he would marry her and protect her.

Without a father, Poulou led a life free of strict

. 1. precocious: adj. F# &)
' 2, reprimand: n. Fr & . . . .
“ » him with kindness. She created expectations that he

~ ™ rules. In doing what his mother wanted, he believed

he was making her wishes come true. She guided

wanted to meet. She got him to do what he should by
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