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A Survey of Quebec City

“Quebec City is a modern and dynamic city. At the crossroads between Europe

and North America , it is awake to the political and economic realities of the day.”
—The Mayor of Quebec City, Jean-Paul L’ Allie

Quebec City, the capital of the province of Quebec, is located on the north
shore of the St. Lawrence River where it meets the River Saint-Charles. Here

~the St. Lawrence narrows to a width of just over one kilometer and navigation

is made difficult by a group of islands, the largest of which is fle d’orléans. Cap-
Diamant, a promontory with an elevation of 98 meters, dominates the site and

- was used effectively as a fortification, earning Quebec City the name “Gibraltar

of North America.” The name “Quebec” is probably derived from an Algonquian
word meaning “narrowing of the river.” Fhe photo (1-2) shows the strategic point
in the St. Lawrence River “where the river narrows”. Compared with other cities
in the world, Quebec City is not old; however, it is one of the oldest in North
America and the oldest in Canada. This was the region first settled by the French.

’I‘o dlfferent;a,te’Between Quebec thecfty and Quebec the provmce, the city
is referred to as Quebec City. In Frénch, the provinceé is called le Québec (“in
Quebec” = au Québec) while the city is simply Québec without the le. “In
Quebec City” is @ Québec. Officially, the city is called Québec (with an acute
accent, no “city”) by, both the provincial and federal governments in both languages.

Quebec City is almost entirely French in feeling, in spirit, and in language;
95% of the population is Francophone, and the town is at the ideological core
of French Canada. But many citizens speak some English, especially those who
work in hotels, restaurants, and shops where they deal with Anglophones every
day. Quebec City and adjoining Sainte-Foy are also college towns, and
thousands of resident young people study English as a second language. So
although it is often more difficult in Quebec City than in Montreal to
understand and be understood, the average Québecois goes out of his or her way
to communicate in halting English, sign language, simplified French, or a
combination of all three.



BT A ;

‘BT R—EFEHE RS, B ?ﬂkﬂ&iﬂﬂiﬁ%ﬂ? +$$D
TR ZUAB X At SR BRMBFHTR,”

BHETERT TR AR, R A B, %ﬁﬂ’@iﬂ '3&‘9’?%&%??732
hb. e E, Z AR E BN, S RE —T2XK, A EERE S,
TR BT B, XSSt RS ERE A, TGN, — 1%
B 98 KW A, AR ER MR,

ARG R, (RIS
TRRERDRMKE. “BiEE"XA 7
TR TR T R A W R AR B

FIRKIBIE. 85 T ERELBRTES

FRF A R RE B, SHR

HARTA L, BACEHER L R—AF
SRR, (B TR LRI E X \
. BRAEXEEENREEA.

0T HURT 45 St 3t SE 045 4% S0k 55 K B0 T3k, A NIRRT B AR 0 Bk 2
(Quebec City) , ¥:i% ERHLBATRN le Québec (“ZelIL 3" =au Québec) , il
AT FHERRN Québec, WA le. “TERALIET "R Québec. EERGE B
RORIBSEBURE L3 FIFH R o B I HUBIL SRR N Quebec (AT 0% , A%
“city” XA , ‘

Tt AR MR, E R E S HE, B AT T WA i
VIR, A SN MABEE, XERT AL ENNEAERERASERA
W, Rt ARSI R UL P— IR, A LRAR AT BRI E T
BN MG RARERBEIEN AT, BT SRR S T2,
KT L J5 8 i A RSB N B A, L, FE L ST, B A
B A A % L AE S R T E W X, H A A B T RS RS
RS BIAHATAOW , B B I 4 B B TS , A T E, A R B s,
R =Ry RFA.

SEIA S EE BWhHe

003




F =g

W A Survey of Quebec City

Quebec is an important port and is an industrial, cultural, service, and
tourist center. Part of the city is built on the waterfront and is called Lower
_Town; that part called Upper Town is on Cap-Diamant, a bluff rising 98 meters
above the St. Lawrence River. Winding, narrow streets link the two sections of
the city. 4 '
Quebec City’s strategic location on the St. Lawrence River determined the
nature of its development. In the age of sail, it held a dominant position as a

- port of entry and exit for ocean-going vessels. It quickly became the transfer

port for domestic and foreign trade (especially furs and timber) and the arrival
and departure point for travellers and immigrants to North America . From the
beginning, its location made Quebec City a political, administrative and
military centre.

The long delay in estabh'shing a rail’ link to the city, the technological
developments in ocean-going vessels that enabled them to bypass the city and
navigate directly to Montreal, and finally the shift of population and the
economy westward, all tended to reduce Quebec City’s importance in the mid-
19th century. Despite fepea'ted efforts, the city was unable to maintain its
earlier position as a focus of economic production and trade, and it gradually
became a provincial and regional administrative centre.

However, for 30 years until the 1990s, the considerable growth of the

- provincial government -accelerated the growth of the city and its suburbs and

gave added emphasis to the relative importance of its administrative function.
In the past decade, this trend levelled off somewhat due to cuts in government
services. The city has also continued to develop as a centre for Tourism.

As the “cradle of New France” and the bastion of French culture in North
America today, Quebec City is the most charming city on the continent.
Nowhere else is the past so well preserved in an ensemble of 17th- to 19th-
century buildings, wrapped tight in the fortifications of the only walled city
north of Mexico. A popular destination for visitors from all over the world,
with its horse-drawn caléches rattling down cobblestone streets between grey-
stone buildings, Old Quebec also won recognition from UNESCO and was
declared a World Heritage Site in 1985. ’
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A Survey of Quebec City

The beginning of the 19th century was marked by a period of prosperity,
primarily as a result of Napoleon’s maritime embargo against England, which
then suffered from a great lack of raw materials.. This demand made Quebec
City an important trade link between the colony, the West Indies and England.
Quebec City’s port, with'its various shipyards set up by the French Regime,
continued to develop until the invention of iron hulls and the digging of ‘the
channel in the St. Lawrence River, enabling heavy tonnage ships to reach
Montreal and eliminating any advantages for Quebec City. _From then on,
Quebec City’s importance began to decline-in favour of Montreal, which had an
excellent railway system that further helped establish it as the centre of
industrial and economic power in Quebec and Canada. '

Although Quebec City Jost its' economic importance at the beginning of the 20th
century and was now limited to light industry such as footwear, it continued to play a
significant role in politics and administration as the capital of the province of Quebec.

This state of affairs continued until the Revolution Tranquille (Quebec
Revolution) in the 1960s. This social and political “revolution” marked the end
of a long period spent under the yoke of religion and tradition, and set the province
astir. Morals and institutions were modernized; political habits evolved. The
province of Quebec saw the size of its government increase remarkably and
Quebec City, at the centre of- this wave of change, was transformed as well.

¢ At the  same time, the natmnaltst movement made its appearance in Quebec
as the. prov1nce s francophones expressed their desire to end the anglophone
mmonty s control ovar the development of Quebec society. During this period,
Quebec Clty s anglophone population began to decline, representing only 1% or
2% of the region’s total populaaon

The reduction of the State and the decentralization of power. in favour of
Montreal and the regions affected employment stability in the area. Although
unemployment in Quebec City is fairly low, the city now relies mostly on its
great industrial and technological potential. In fact, Quebec City has a market
of more than 500,000 consumers. Tourism is another important source of
revenue, with various tourist attractions such as Vieux Quebec, Mont-Sainte-
Anne and Montmorency Falls. But one of the most promising areas of economic
development remains the advanced technology sector that includes biotechnology,
computer, optics and telecommunication.
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D A Survey of Quebec City

Located in the eastern portion of massive Canada, the city’s fortunes are
largely due to its geography and history. The walled Upper Town sits atop the
strategic Cap-Diamant, overlooking the spot where the St. Lawrence River
narrows (known as the kebec to the original Algonquin inhabitants). The view
from the river is dominated by the towering copper-roofed Chateau Frontenac;
the wide wooden boardwalk known as Dufferin Terrace running along in front
of it is often the first place visitors head to when they enter the Upper Town.

At the foot of Cap-Diamant and linked by a funicular, the Lower Town
was the spot where Samuel de Champlain founded the city in 1608, some 73
years after Jacques Cartier was the first European to “discover” the area.
Today, the buildings in the Lower Town’s Place Royale have been restored to
their original appearance—at a cost of around one million Canadian dollars per
house. :

Few of the original structures survived the British bombardment of 1759—a
prelude to General Wolfe’s taking of the city from the French, when his troops
secretly scaled the bluffs below the Plains of Abraham to the west. The battle
saw the death of both Wolfe and the French general, Montcalm, although the
British were able to consolidate their victory. To prevent a future attack from
the same route, they constructed the Citadel, an enormous star-shaped fortress
and one of the city’s most popular attractions.

The chief industries are shipbuilding and tourism, and the manufacture of
pulp, paper, newsprint, leather products, textiles, clothing, machinery, foods
and beverages. Tourism and government may be the most visible industries in
the city but there are a groyving number of high-tech firms. Some industry has
also survived from the earliest days when the port was one of the busiest in
North America, ferrying furs and later timber and wood pulp to markets
overseas.

With Confederation, Quebec City became the capital of the province of
Quebec in 1867. The National Assembly meets in the Hétel de Parlement on
Parliament Hill, which runs parallel to the Plains of Abraham separated by the
lively Grand Allée.
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A Survey of Quebec City

- Although nearly all of the city’s present residents are of French descent
(and thus largely Roman Catholic), nearly a third (29%) are bilingual,
offering a friendly, warm welcome to visitors in English, as well as in French.
Their joie de vivreis infectious and never more so than during the suminer
festivals, when the whole town seems to be one continuous stage. Summer is
worth celebrating: as: winters tend to be long, .cold and snowy. . But the locals
compensate by heading to the hills for some of the best skiing on this side of the

- continent. The highlight of the winter, however, is the Carnaval-de Québec—

two weeks of frolics in the snow helped along by a bit of warming alcohol and
general good spirits during the bleakest part of February.

Residents of Quebec City are..called Québécois and the majority of the
residents of Quebec are Roman Catholic and French speaking. The city has a
dual school system—one for. Roman Catholics and one for Protestants,
instryction is in French and English, respectlvely . ‘

To avoid confusion with Québécois meaning an inhabitant of the province,
the term Québécois de Québec .is sometimes used (as opposed to Québécois .du
Québec—in French, the city is. Québec and the province, ' le Québec. )

The motto of Quebec Clty is Don de Dieu feray valoir, “I shall put God’s
gift to good use.’ " -




